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PREFACE. 



CONTRIBUTE these pages to the domestic 
history of Wintshire, to which they properly be- 
long. I have confined them to the times coeval 
with our county, instituted by King ExlwardL, 
in whose reign we became a household and a race at Hanmer ; 
and, as will be seen, I have not ascended into the Welsh pedi- 
grees, however directly the early marriages lead up to them. 
Nevertheless, as I have observed that Sr David Hanmer, who 
sat among the judicial lords in Parliament in the reign of 
King Richard II.> was descended from the Welsh prince and 
lawgiver^ Howell Dha, I should have said that this was 
through Anghaiad, daughter of Howell, and wife of Tudor 
Trevor, ancestress of Sir David's mother Agnes, as well as of 
his own wife Angharad ; and the same descent comes again 
into the family by two later lines. To turn to a different kind 
of pedigree, that of the white cattle in the park here, of which 
I often heard in my youth, the last of them having been killed 
by Richard Bateman of Llynbedith, after the Speakers' ttm^ 
I think they were likely to have been of a breed I lately saw 
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in Cacrmarthenshire, supposed to have ejdstcd there ever since 
the time of the princea of South Wales. They might easily 
have been brought from thence, and their habits and character 
would have been much more suitable to the extent of this park 
than those of the fierce and shy wild cattle of the north, which 
cannot be kept in a space less than what is fit for red deer. 
How litde adapted the latter are for any but a wide range of 
ground, was shown in my remembrance in the neighbouring 
pork of Emral, where an unfortunate blacksmith, going to old 
Sir Richard Fuleston's hunting stables, was knocked down by 
a stag and killed. The new Ordnance Survey has been com- 
pleted and published for ^ntshire since I began this book; it 
commences at the northern end of our parish, where the town- 
ship of WillingtoD and the cottages af Talarn Green adjoin the 
river Elf, a name which I do not perceive that it has preserved 
as it ought to have done, merely calling the stream there by 
the modem vulgar term of the Wych brook. The Survey 
then proceeds through Tybroughton, Halghton, and Hanmer, 
to Bronington and Bettisfield, and finds there are in all, less 
the decimals, 14,807 acres, but these include the Fens Moss. 
Among the changes which I can remember, I may mention 
the departure of adders from this pleasant wilderness; it was 
once so fiill of them that a sportsman could hardly walk across 
without seeing their curling necks and inquiring heads directed 
against his leather gaiters. Now there are few or none. I 
believe the railway whistle is the charm they have listened to ; 
possibly also they have been scared by the engine-kindled 
fires. 

The scale on ;which this great new map is drawn is such, 
that it shows the flower beds in the garden here, and grouped 
and single trees ; among them I distinguish some walnuts, to 
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whose round and flourishing tops the West wind cHes Sparge 
nuees now, which thirty years ago were nuts themselves, 
brought by me from the old Whitehall, at Shrewsbury. In 
nomenclature, though attention has been directed to it, the 
Survey rather fmls; for instance, where was the name of Bryn 
Yechan discovered belonging to Gredington ? They have not 
marked the OaTs orchard on the Fens Moss ; the stream is 
shown, but not the Roman name of the river Roden. There 
is a place called Cfelica, which looks like a name attached to 
some new ritualistic establishment ; it is, in truth, nothing of 
the kind, but perhaps was originally "Caer liky," which, I 
believe, may mean Lucy's bank or hill. I see no more traces 
of shortcoming in this fine work, for which we are under in- 
fimte obligations to those who directed it ; the services it may 
render in the re-arrangement of fences, without disturbing 
necessary bounds, an agricultural improvement of some deli- 
cacy, though of primary importance, promise to be great. 
The number of small enclosures which It shows yet is remark* 
able; we have fortunately room for them of all sizes, and 
neither Bishop Latimer nor Mr. Arch couM find fault with us 
in this matter. Over the fields thus inh^ited and divided may 
each morning cry cheerfiilly, "jfvenir" — may the breezes that 
hover about the sunset be mingled with freshness and repose. 

H. 

Bettigfield, October 3rd, 1875. 
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A MEMORIAL OF THE PARISH AND 
FAMILY OF HANMER. 



Moronioju miofratt ed Elista, 
Mia donna venne a mt di vat di Pado, 
E quindi it aoprannomt ttio si fio. 

Cacciaouida to Dantx. Pm-adito, Cant. 15. 



CANNOT undertake the minute and pro- 
tracted office of a local antiquary, nor spell 
over Welsh pedigrees extended like the Aurora 
borealis into all the regions of the sky : yet it is 
usefiil sometimes when better fulfilled than by myself, and 
often acceptable and agreeable when it flatters vanity of 
any kind. I address myself, however, to something more 
than vanity. The twenty years by which the law defends 
our possessions ought not to limit our knowledge of the 
past; there is something in ignorance of it which is justly 
to be held ignoble : where men have it not they substitute 
inventions, and they are not always harmless ones ; and 
im^natton plays strange pranks, as should we require 
warrant beyond what we know ourselves, we may learn from 
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2 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

Lord Bacon.' On the other hand, to describe the real af&irs 
of a rural district and the persons concerned in them in 
any amusing way, is an attempt hard to satisfy. All the 
harder because of the writers become clas»c who have suc- 
ceeded in that line. We may read their stories, and dwell 
upon the pictures they present ; but if we would follow in 
their train, we may chance to find ourselves as far away from 
them as from Paradise, n^hile we have the authority of the 
great Italian poet and of his ancestor Cacciaguida for believing 
that such familiar legends are permissible even there. All 
that is in my power is> following a genealc^ of names which 
appears after the manner of Wales tt> have been preserved 
attentively, to make it less meagre by a few notes, as did Sir 
John Wynn of Gwydir. Not that I have any stories like his 
which kindled the genius of Sir Walter Scott.* Nor will I 
begin as he did, with Griffith-ap-Conan and the rest; the 
names of tribal chiefs have little more value in my ears than 
the names of the Dukes of Edom. Let us go back ^rther 
for our antiquity, if we wish it, to the misty Roman days. 
I have read in St. Gregory the Great, how on a time a certain 
individual let fall a lamp that he was cleaning, but when the 
pieces were scattered about the dark pavement of his house, 
slowly presenting themselves to his search by some inner 
virtue answering to it they were reunited and shone out ; so 
may old lights return to us out of the shadows, and broken 
things come togedier agun. 

The Romans, whose name of Fluentum hovered somehow 
about the Dee, and fixed itself at last on the Norman castle 
" apud le Flynt," whence the name of Flintshire comes, were 

' " Natural History," century Jt. sectioa 945. 
* See the Notei to " Rokeby." 
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PARISH AND FAMILY OF HANMER. 3 

the colonizers and settlers of all our neighbourhood. But 
between those days, when the legions and the garrisons at 
Ur-Iconium on the Severn, and Deva on the estuary of the 
Dee, gave rise to towns and villages which still mark the 
district, and made roads along which we yet may ride, and the 
appearance of any local concerns that have relation to our- 
selves, extend a thousand years ; and we may think it ^t 
enough at present that the towns and villages remain, and 
that Roman words, even in our own parish, denote familiar 
bounds. In some cases — as in that of the Arowry, "A/ieupa,^ 
the plough-land, or in the Striga Lane^ which, in rather colonial 
Latin, means what the place is still, the hollow water-way, 
these names are found unaltered, and without any com- 
binations. We lately droned the Striga Lane, making chan- 
nels for the rain-floods on either side, otherwise in winter 
weather I have often known it like a brook ; in this it resem- 
bled the ways of ancient Greece 1 "Where is there," denumds 
Demosthenes, in his speech Xltft Xtt^tw, " such a thing in all 
Attica as a channel made alongside a public road? the water 
properly flows down the middle of it;" and this seems to 
have been exactly the opinion of our overseers. To return 
to names, thatof Hanmer may come, perhaps, from the main 
feature of its central spo^ where the church and village 
stand, and be originally Ain Meer^ The Water; the first 
syllable would thus repeat the Syrian' speech of the not 



' Varro oboervea the habit which his countrymen had of uaing Greek 
words about their homesteads and villas. "Nee putant >e habere villara 
ai son mnltis vocabulis retineont Gneci* quara TOcant particulatim loca." 
— i-ib. ii. 

* Richard of Orencester, I think, but if not he, some other cfanmidcr 
whom I have read, saYs that a garrison of Eastern horse was kept at 
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4 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

distant Ur-Iconium, In one of the oldest words for a 
village and fields extending by a water-side; the second 
syllable, of cognate intent, gives, by a not unusual process of 
nomenclature,* the like meaning in the language of succeeding 
dwellers on the spot, and a glimpse of the progress of ages 
and of people is thus given by what is, to us, the most ^miliar 
name. I forbear however from etymologies ; they are to be 
found chiefly in a labyrinth where Echo has deceitful sounds. 
Hanmer parish consists of six large and varied town- 
ships — Hanmer, with its cup of springs ;* Bettisfield, with its 
barley fields; Bronington, wild and forestal; Tybroughton, 
with its plume of firs ; Willington, spectatress of the hills ; 
Halghton, dweller in the clay ; lying together at the south- 
eastern extremity of the county of Flint, bordered outwardly 
by Cheshire and by Shropshire, and by parts of Malpaa, 
Worthenbury, Bangor, and Ellesmere, in the Flintshire hun- 
dred of Maelor, on its inner or north-western side. These 
townships correspond, more or less, with the extensive 
lordship of Beddesfeld, as it is stated in Domesday, but I 

(Jr-Iconium. This is an intereBting fact, for they may have been the 
progenitora of the beautiful Welsh ponies. 

I I find one of the names of Etna, " Mongibello," mentioned by Lord 
Stanhope in his second series of Miscellanies as composed in this manner : 
" a name made up of the Latin mons and the Arabic gbtbel, both wordi 
meaning the same, and conjoined together by the mingled races of the 

' Two other villa or hamleti formerly existed within the bounds of the 
township of Hanmer. One was Gredington, a name I think derived from 
the residence of Adam de Creting, who was bailiff for Margaret second 
queen of King Edward L, for lands she held in the hundred of Maelor; 
the second Croxton, mentioned fiirther on. Haulton in Bronington waa 
also once a hamlet ; a certain limit called Haulton Ring was known there 
XI my remembrance. 
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PAJtISH AND FAMILY OF HANMER. S 

do not copy the Domesday survey; for it could not now 
be certainly assigned to particular limits; it does not men- 
tion any church, but adverts to land which the See of IJcb- 
field claimed by gift of Canute the King, a futile gift, for the 
Bishop laments that he had lost it altogether. There seems 
to have been a church in the reign of King Henry III., who 
obtainul in border war some possession of Hanmer, for he 
granted the advowson and rectory, by a deed which bears 
DO date, to the monks ofHaughmond, near Shrewsbury, and 
this, so far ai I know, is the first mention of the parish by its 
name, in any existing record. 

Grant of the Church of Hanmer by King Henry III. 

Henricus Dei gratia Rex Anglie ct Dux Normannie et Aquitanie 
et Comes Andegavie omnibus fidelibus suis Francie et Anglie 
talutem. Sciads me dedisse et concessisse in liberam puram et 
perpetuam eleemosynam Canonicis fratribus Hamonencis ecclesie ad 
■ustentacionem eorum ecclesiam de Hanmere, etc. Teste Ricardo 
de Luci, Hugone de Laci, Roberto Marmjon, etc., apud Salopes- 
buriam, etc. etc. 

This grant received ecclesiastical confirmation in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

CONFIRMATIO RlCARDI EfISCOPI. 

Ricardus Dei gratii Coventrie Episcopus omnibus sancte matris 
ecclesie salutem. Quia comperimus in visitadone nostri quam per- 
sonaliter exerccmus in Monasterio de Haghmon quod illius loci 
fratres regulares pro modicitate possessionum et defectu victualium 
non vacant contempladoni ut deberent, sed distarent per patriam 
pro necessariis vite eorum querendis ; et ideo ad petitionem Domini 
Henrici Re^s et Davidis Principis, Ecclesiam parochialem dc Han- 
mer nunc vacantem cum omnibus ad earn pertinentibus de assensu 
Capituli nostri dicto Monasterio de Haghmon et fratribus ibidem deo 
tcrviendbus et servituris in posterum ad eorum lustentationem 
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6 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

auctoritate pontiiicali appropriamus et in proprios usus concedimus 
rednendam perpetuo, etc. etc. etc. 

[The above are from copies at Bettisfield suppoted to have been made 
from the Haughmond chartulary.] 

This mention of Prince E>avid shows the grantor to have 
been his contemporary, King Henry III.^ though the deed is 
dateless, and the number is not added to the King's name. 

I am but little of an antiquary, and I pass on from what 
are for us prehistoric times ; yet I will cite a few more names 
calling up remote antiquity, — Croxton, for example, a former 
hamlet, now in Hanmer township, and Eglwys Cross at one 
end of it, which tends to show that a cross for preaching and 
for mass about its steps may once have existed there ; and 
Llynbedydd, which in English is " the pool of baptism," ' at 
a short distance from the spot, marks a place where the rites 
of Christianity possibly were first exercised; by whom, whetha- 
by the Bangor monks to the Britons, or by St. Chad to the 
Saxons, is a question reaching over centuries. Still I do not 
doubt that the monks of Bangor did carry crozier and cross 
to all these places ; and as Ur-Iconium, the site of which, 
under the blue shoulders of the Wrekin' hill, is on the boun- 
dary of our landscape to the south, bore the same name as the 



^ The ground about Llynbedydd shows that it was once much larger, 
and came nearly up to the present gate at Bettisfield. It ia likely that 
the levels of this and other waters were greatly changed by some of the 
earthquakes which were prevalent in this district about the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries ; they were mentioned a few years since in an article in 
the " Quarterly Review," and mention of several may be found in Matthew 
Paris. A winter or two agp an ancient boat carefully wrapped in reeds, 
and hewn out of the trunk of a tree, was dug out of a bank which I had 
often remarked as the limit of a former shore. 

* Tie ttrrious root of this word i> the name of the Roman station 
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PARISH AND FAMILY OF HANMER. 7 

Lycaonian city which had seen and heard St. Paul, it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that the Christian civilization of 
these parts 6rst came Irom thence, and had for its author 
some colonizing Asian soldier of the Imperial garrisons. The 
name Tybroughton might seem at first to mean, in the com- 
pound of Welsh and Saxon, *' the vill of the house on the 
hill;" but the only conspicuous rising in the township is a 
Roman milliary mound, proved so to have been by its posi- 
tion on the roadside, and by the discovery within it of coins 
of Constantine, and, as I read in Vairo that such places were 
called " Tebie," ' I think that far off the word may be de- 
rived from thence. Talar is a headland beyond ploughed 
ground, and Talarn Green, between the Sambridge* and the 
ancient inclosed land at the northern end of Willington, 
answers exacdy in position to its British name.' Bettisfield 
was also called Uysbedydd, and this form, obviously con- 
nected with the neighbouring Llynbedydd and assignable to 
the same date, occurs as late as the reign of King James I., in 

Ur-ikon. The Wrekin is sometimes called " Mons Gilbert! " in old 
chronicles. Rising separately from the other hills, it Beems not unlike 
Soracte, as wel) as I can remember that famous ridge, which I saw thirty 
years ago. 

' " Nam lit^ui prisca et in Grscid Boleis Bceotii sine afflatu vocant 
collis tebas, et in Sabinis quo e Grscift venerunt Pelasgi etiam nunc its 
dicont, cujus Testigium in agro Sabino via Salaria non longe a Reatc 
milliarius dims appeltatur Teba." — Vasbo, dt Agneultura, 1. iii. 

* Tal, the iiront of anything; Ar, ploughed land. Richards in his 
dictionary says, ** near a place called Tal, there is usually another calle4 
Sara, which is the case here." Ar is also a Sanscrit word, and appears in 
many combinations about ploughing and fieldfi. It is to be traced ia the 
ofd English phrase to Ear the ground. 

' Street Lydan, in Halghton, is our Via Lata, the Broad way ; far off 
to the west, we may see Bwlch Agrtcol, the pass of Agricola, in the 
Owjd Hills. 
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a settlement of property in the township on Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, Knt., of that day. 

Its waters flow southward to the Severn : the other five 
townships, by streams which unite in Worthenbury, send up 
a good confluent to the river Dee. The otter comes in 
from thenc^ and the sweet small trout, his prey ; the latter 
are useful to us, for I have known them grow to nearly 
two pounds weight in a year when they are put mto Han- 
mer mill-pooL The courses of these famous rivers may 
be traced by landmarks through the plains girded by the 
Welsh and Shropshire hills which bind us in from north 
by west to south ; the one coming round the Breiddin and 
flowing within our southern horizon till it meets the Wrekin 
ranges, and turns ^ain southward under them, having 
encircled Sh^wsbury with its stream ; the other breaking 
through the valley at Llangollen, and thence passing to the 
towers of Chester on our northern landside, and often bright- 
ening with the gleams of its broad estuary beyond.' Cele- 

' The extensive moss in Bronington and in Bettisfield, which I haye 
mentioned foither on, called "the Fens Mohb," gives rise to the river 
Roden. The fire-blackened trees that are found by the peat-cutters make 
it likely that this was the grtat wood mentioned in Domesday Book, 
within the lordship of Bettisfield, and that it was destroyed by King 
Edward the First, aa a military precaution, when he took possession of 
Wales. A gold coin of King William the Conqueror, perhaps dropped 
there by some ancient hunter in the forest, was found among the peat 
bogs some years ago. The river Roden bounds us against Wem; in 
Domesday Book " Aira accipitris " is mentioned there. Six centuries later 
a worse bird of prey was to be found about the place, then owned by 
Judge Jefireys, who took his barony from thence ; according to Lord 
Campbell in his "Lives of the Chancellors" he was about also to be 
Earl of Flint, when he was stopped by the Revolution. Our district has 
been fertile in lawyers of note. The year books of King Edward IIL afaow 
Sir David Hanmer to have been one, for he appears in many cases ; and 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



PARISH AND FAMILY OF HANMER. 9 

brated by poets from the days of Llywarch Hen, in the 
'* Polyolbion " we may read of the Dee, as 

A brook that is supposed much business to have seen ; 

a fact not permissible for us to doubt j but we might have 
expected that ancient river to be described in nobler terms by 
Michael Drayton. Still Palestine, which contains the Jordan, 
is called in Deuteronomy a land of brooks of water, as well 
as of fountains and depths springing out of valleys and hills. 
Our hundred of Saxon Maelor' rises on the right bank, or 

in the next reign he was one of the Judges at Westminster, and a Trier 
of Petitions in the House of Lords. Lord Ellesmere, in the time of James 
the First, was our neighbour at Lineal ; Lord Jeffreys was Baron of Wem ; 
Sir John Trevor was owner by acquisition from the ancient family of 
Dymock of a great part of the township of Wilhngton, which still belongs 
to his representatives ; and, in the time of King George the Third, Chief 
Justice Lord Kenyon raised the house of Gredington, and made his name 
memorable and regarded among his neighbours of Hanmer, as well as 
throughout the realm. 

' MaeloT Hundred, or Terra de Maelor Saesneg, was one of the 
original component parts of the county of Flint, as set forth in the estab- 
lishing statute of Rothelan or Rhyddlan. Land was held there by the 
•ervice "faciendi sectam ad Comitaium de Flint de menae in mensem, et 
ad curiam Domini Regis de Maelor Seysnek de tribus septimanis in tres 
septimanaa, et ad quatuor Sessiones de Flint per annum. "^/n^isilionf 3, 
81* Edw. II. coram John de HinktU BalUvo Isabelle Begine Anglie dt 
Ovtrton in Maelor Seysnek. The Ireeholders also with their men attended 
the king in his wars. Much learning has been bestowed on the meaning 
of the term "free and common socage," as it occurs in the act 12th 
Car. IL cap. 24, abolishing the feudal tenures. I find it explained in 
relation to such services as these in a plea De quo warranto against the 
Abbot of Conway, pp. 144-9, of the book called the Record of Caernarvon, 
published by Her Majesty's Commissioners, 1838; — "Abbas de Conewey 
■ummonitus fuit ad respondendum domino Prinoipi de placito quo war- 
ranto, clamat habere Sok et Sak," &c. &c. kc. ; and the Abbot says, "quod 
per ilium verbum Sok clamat habere sectam omnium tencntium suonim, 
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follows it iti fertile meadows along the low lands of Worthen- 
bury. At Bangor it is crossed out of Denbighshire by a 
bridge more picturesque than convenient, constructed in 
ancient days 

By some wise architect whose country wiles 
Challenged the floods with his tall ashlar stone, 
And fame knew not, but still was John or Giles. 

And at Overton a modern bridge, skirted by the small inn of 
the Cross Foxes, shows the reaches of the river amidst 
scenery worthy to have been painted, though it never was, by 
our Flintshire master, Richard Wilson. The roads carried by 
these bridges converge in Hanmer parish near E^lwys Cross, 
and lead to the manorial and market town of Whitchurch in 
Shropshire, once the patrimony of the Talbots, who inherited 
the barony of Strange of Blackmere near that place. Black- 
mere ' is now nearly filled up by the earthworks of the Crewe 
and Shrewsbury line over the ground originally occupied by its 
pools. They seem to have extended nearly to Whitchurch, 
where the Cambrian Railway joins the other, and traverses 
the parish of Hanmer, through Bronington and Bettisfield, in 



et per illud verbum Sac cognilionem placitorum que ad curiam Baronia 
pertinent," Thus it appears that the free-services incident to the local 
administration of justice were all that were intended by socage, in which, 
as is shown by the inquisition I have cited, the freeholds in this hundred 
were originally held. 

' Blackmere is said in some accounts of it to have been so called from 
the colour of the water, but there is nothing black about it, any more than 
in the land adjacent, which is called the Black Park. The true name was 
Blancmere, from Blancminster or Whitchurch, in which parish and lord- 
ship it lies. John le Strange of Whitchurch is summoned gth Edw. III. 
to be at Newcastle-on-Tyne with horses and men on Trinity Sunday then 
next ensuing to serve against the Scots. 
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PABISH AND FAMILY OF HANMER. ii 

safety, over what was in parliamentary committee vehemently 

characterized as the impracticable Fens Moss. I must breathe 

a word with the wind as I pass on, in favour of its wild spaces, 

where the grey-hen and the fern-owl and the curlew may be 

seen among the turf-stacks by travellers entering Wales. I 

remember the brown broad-winged kites; but these beautiful 

birds, whose flight is not unlike an eagle's, have long been 

poisoned by game-keepers, and are no more to be gazed at 

above the firs. Foxes prowl about the turbary and may grow 

old upon it if they will, for no huntsman can follow there. 

Lord Chancellor Thurlow was once with difficulty extricated 

from it, putting to proof by induction, though he was warned, 

that it was dangerous to man and horse. The fir-woods by 

which it is bordered reproduce themselves from the cones 

wherever they are fallen ; and, though the timber is not of any 

great size, it is sound and tenacious, and very useful in the 

never-ending work of new buildings and cottages. Far across 

the moss, on the borders of Whixal in Shropshire, there is a 

place called the Oafs' or Elves' Orchard, but the "little 

people" have not lately been seen. Bishop Corbet said long 

since, 

But since of late Elizabeth, 

And later Jamea came in, 
They neTcr danced on any heath 

As when the time hath bin ; 

and now, a presumptuous improver solicits me to let him grow 
potatoes in the direction of their boundaries. These are full 
of wild fowl in the winter, metaphorical as well as real ; and 
then when the wind from the westward comes down with its 
snow-clouds and its curtains, and the flakes like the Scythian 
feathers whir! over the brown heath-tops, the good folks of 
Bronington unconsciously repeat the figure of the Father of 
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History, and tell their children by the fireside that the Welsh- 
men are plucking their geese. The high road from Whit- 
church, leading from Redbrook past this place, where the name 
of Clayley still remains upon a portion of the land, appears to 
have been made within our limits by virtue of the following 
writ, dated the year before the establishment of Flintshire, 
when the Shropshire Sheriff, who, nevertheless, had no juris- 
diction in the March, was the nearest one at hand. 

Welsh Roll, IO Edward /., memi. 6 in derso. 

Cum Rex consdtuerit Wiiiielmus Le Botiler de Wcmme capi- 
taneum municionis sue in pardbus de Albo Monasterio ff^arenn ' et 
injunxerit eidetn quod passus de La Rede Broc et Batebruggemore 
et de Cleley succindi facerct prout Rex ei dixit viva voce, mandatum 
est Vicecomid Salopix quod eidetn Wiilielmo consulcns sit et 
auxilians ad premissa focienda. Et quod faciat habere cidem 
Wiilielmo de probtoribus et fordoribus hominibus de hundredis de 
Bradeford et de Pimmenhull qui passus illos succindere possint ut 
prcdictum est, et quod hominibus dc hundredis firmiter injungat ex 
parte Regis quod eidem Wiilielmo ad passus illos succindcndos et ad 
alia facienda que els injunget ex parte Regis intendentes sint et 
respondentes quociens opus fucdt ct per ipsum monid fuennt et ca 
diligenter faciant et expleant que ipse eis injungct ex parte Regis, ct 
hoc sicut dampnum suum vitare voluerint non omittant. Teste 
Rege apud Cestriam viij die Junii. 

' 1 do not understand what is meant by the word Warenn (unless it 
was Whittington, then belonging to the Fitzwarrers, and lying between 
Album Monasterium at Whitchurch and Album Monasterium at Oswestry), 
all which country is called in an old and fabulous French romance given 
me by Sir Thomas Hardy " La Blanche Lande." It eeems to me that the 
writ must have been drawn by some one who did not well know the border 
limits, and must have depended on the personal orders of the king, given, 
as it is said, viva voce to William le Boteler, whose near adjacent lordship 
of Wcm was In Shropshire. Batcbrugge 1 supptose to mean a wooden 
bridge. 
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No minerals hare been found within our parish. If 
there are any, as has been supposed, on the side of Tybrough- 
ton, and about the neighbouring salt springs in Iscoyd, they 
are possibly veins of coal, thin and of no value,deeply hidden 
by sand and clay, belonging to what^ by a geolc^ical term 
far-fetched from Perm in Russia, is now called in books the 
Permiam formation. The country generally is a rolling up- 
land containii^ one of the two divisions of the watershed 
which exist in Flintshire ; oaks grow well upon it, as well 
befits a portion of the ancient territory of Argoed, the forest 
land, one of the names of Powis, in which principality it was 
included ; the seasons are tempered by the south-western winds, 
which come up out of Cardigan Bay across the hills, but there 
is cold weather in the spring, and at the time of damson 
blossoms ; it is expected when they appear. The soil is best 
adapted for pasture, and the Roman industry of cheese- 
making ; there are few sheep, but everywhere stocks of well- 
bred cattle and many horses.' It also brings good barley, and 
hops seem once to have been planted here ; they grow wild 
in several hedges near Hanmer village ; I have seen them 
bearing a luxuriant though untended growth, answering to 
favourable seasons elsewhere in the cultivated hop yards. In 
common with alt the land along the Shropshire and North 
Welsh border, it is well inhabited, the light of the candle and 

1 Good horsea were of old time among the characteristics of this dis- 
trict. In the reign of King Henry II. Giraldus Cambrensis passed through 
it, with Archbishop Baldwin, preaching the Crusade ; and he mentions in 
the 1 2th chapter of his Itinerary how they went from Chester to Whit- 
church, and thence to Oawestry, and saw near the latter place, which is in 
our sight, fine breeding studs, established with Spanish (Barb) horses 
brought over by Robert de Belesme. He says the produce was remark- 
able for shape and speed. 
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the sound of the millstone are in their accustomed place ; 
there was once a kind of farmer " qui fruges excantasset," 
chanting out for corn-laws, and heglecting the cultivation of 
the land, and thus, as it seems to me, making himself 
obnoxious to the law of the Twelve Tables,' but he is now 
rarely to be found. 

But my chief business at present is in remoter, however 
for a Welshman moderately remote times; and if thus I b^in 
by looking to the pedigree of my own family, as a kind of 
stem for the surrounding foliage, I find that the liberality of 
the heralds has endowed us with so many great and l^endary 
predecessors that, though they may be true enough, I cannot 
reckon on them much, lest the comparison between the Kings 
and Princes of Wales and the gentlemen of Hanmer, their 
descendants, should be too striking. I will only take up my 
discourse from the time of King Edward the First, when Sir 
Thomas de Macclesfeild, one of the officers of that kin^ 
having come into Wales in his service, and settled himself at 
Hanmer, his son Sir John, his grandson Philip, and his great- 
grandson Sir David, the judge, married respectively in their 
times ladies descended from these famous progenitors, since 
which we have gone on like the rest of the world, one after 
another: 

Come L frati minor vanno per via. 

It is true, however, that through these ladies we hold 
lands at present which for eight or nine centuries, and if there 
were any use to count them, for more and longer, have never 
been out of the possession of their blood and race.* Rhys 

^ Table VIII. cap. v. Dc detictis ; see Ortolan's " History of the Roman 
Law." 

' Hanmer has changed poasessors rather than owners in the Nonnan 
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Sais, and the lords of Powis, and Hawis, and Agnes, and 
Angharad, through whose lines they were acquired, have gone 
into the world of shadows, but the lands remain, and I hope 
will still enable their descendants to give a resting-place to the 
colt and to the deer, and to serve their country. Dante 
reminds everyone how this can only be : 

Ben se tu manto che tosto raccorce 
Si che Be non s' appon di die in die 
Lo tempo ts d' intomo con le force. 

PoruifiHit cant. l6. 

There are several writs directed to Thomas de Maccles- 
fald and others on the king's al^irs ; in one he is called 
"clericus noster," which gives a legal application to that 
phrase. I have a grant also by the freeholders to him and 
his heirs for ever of waste lands near "Cronemoss," now 
called Cronymoor, in Hanraer, to be held by yearly payment 
of a rose at the Feast of St. John the Baptist, and in the 
shape not of waste but of cultivated inclosures I possess the 
land, and in this year, i874> have built a farm-house upon it. 

WRrr tntntimmg Thomas db Macclesfbild and ethers^ 22nd 
Edw. I. A.D. 1194. 

[From the Gascon Rolls of the year above mentioned.] 

Rex dilecto et iideli suo Reginaldo dc Grey Justiciario suo 
Cestrensi, salutcm. Quia per vos et certiorari volumus et plenius 
informari dc quot et quibus tain equidbus quam peditibus potcnti- 
oribus et validiorJbus ad arma dc comitatu de Flint et de terri nostra 
de DySryn-Clwyd et ctiam de terris dilccd et fidclis nostri Henrici 
de Lacy Comitis Lincolntensis de Ros et Ryvoniog in instanti 

border wars, but 1 have some land in it which certainly never has been 
bought or sold. 
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negotio noscro Vasconix poterimus melius nos juvarc, prout dilectus 
et Edelis noster Robertas dc Staundon, Justiciarius nostcr North- 
wallix, et Thomas tie Maklnfeud cler'uus nsster, quibus in hoc negotio 
plcntus cxposuimus voluntatcm nostram, vobis referre poterunt viva 
voce. Vobis mandamus quod vocatis coram vobis sine dilatione 
omnibus illis de predicds comitatu ct terris per quos super premissis 
melius poteritis informari, eligi laciatis de partibus illis totos hujus- 
modi homines potentes et validos quot ibidem poteritis tnvenirc, quos 
sic electos ex parte nostri diligcnter requiratis et ipsis firmiter 
injungatis quod sint prompt] et parati, videlicet quilibet eorum 
secundum quod statum suum deceat, apud Salopian) in crastino 
Sancti Michaelis proximo futuro [$Oth Sept., 1294] ad faciendum 
quod eis ibidem tunc mandabimus et injungi l^ciemus. Et de 
numero et oominibus equitum et peditum per vos sic electorum 
nobis sub sigillo vestro disrincte et apertc constare fViciads. Et hoc 
nullo mode omittatis. Teste Rege apud Dona {UkgibU) xxx die 
Augusd. 

Grant, withaut daU^ but in the writing of the reign of King Edward /., 
by the Freeholders of Hanmer to Thomas db Macclbsfbld ef 
certain waste lands to him and his heirs for ever, 

[From the Muniments st Bettiafleld.] 

Sciant omnes, am prcsentes quam futuri, quod nos Blcdyn filius 
Yorwerth, Yorwerth Goych, Ener filius Ener filius Bledjn, Bledyn 
filius Ener, David filius Ener, Adam filius Ener, Ener filius Eden 

Oweyn, Eynon filius Wyon, filius Eynon, Phelipp filius 

Blcdyn, David filius Yevan filius Wyon, Yevan filius David filius 
Wyon, David filius David filius Wyon, et Madoc filius David, 
dedimus concessinius et hac prsesenti charts nostra confirmavimus 
Thome de Maccleafeld, et heredibus suis, vel suis assignads quandam 
placeam tcrrx de vasto nostro dc Hanncmer cum perdnendbus juxta 
Cronimos infra has divisas, incipientes ubi Wyon Ruding cadit in 
Cronimos, sequendo sepem died Wyon Ruding versus Boream 
usque domum dicti Thome,* et sic de domo illi sequendo magnam 

* The site of a house with a large cfrcular moat, which most likely 
was this one, may still be traced on a knoll near Hanmer Mill Brook, on 
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viam usque Overbeck, ct sic inter boscum et planum dirccte usque 
viam que venit de Bronington versus Hannemer, et sic sequendo 
illam viam usque campum qui vocatur Maes tre-bfldd-wleder, et sic 
sequendo sepem dicti campi descendendo usque Cronimos, ct sic 
sequendo Croniinns versus Borearo inter humidum et siccum, usque 
Wyon Ruding, cum toti parte totius vasti, quod vocatur Tholn 
Hannemer, quam Yorwerth Goych habuit, et habere debuit, 
habendam et tcncndanj dc nobis, et heredibus nostris, predicto 
Thome et heredibus suis et assignatis, libere, quiete, bene et in pace 
hereditarie, in bosco, in piano, in aquis, ct omnibus libertatibus, 
commoditatibus, et asiamentis ville dc Hannemer cxistentibus ubique, 
reddendo inde annuatim predictus Thomas et heredes sui ct assignati 
nobis ct heredibus nostris unam rosam in festo Nativitatis Sancti 
Johannis Baptistc pro omni scrvitio, sect', exactionc, consuetudine, 
et demanda quacunque; et nos predicti Bledyn filius Yorwerth, 
Yorwerth Goych, Ener filius Encr filius Bledyn, Bledyn filius £ner, 
David filius Ener, Adam filius Ener, Ener filius Eden Owcyn, 
Eynon filius Wyon, — - — filius Eynon, Pheli|^ filius Bledyn, 
David filius David Alius Wyon, Yevan filius David filius Wyon, 
David filius David filius Wyon, ct Madoc filius David, predictam 
tcrram et tencmentum predicto Thome et heredibus suis, vel 
assignatis, nos predicti et heredes nostri contra omnes homines et 
sectarios warrantabimus, adquietabimus, et defendemus in perpctuum. 
In cujus rei testimonium presenti scripto sigilla nostra apposuimus, 

his testibus, Roberto de tunc ballivo de Overton, Oweyn 

filio Wrcnoch, David filio et Tudor fratrc ejus, 

Vachan, Ryrith fratrc ejus, Yorwerth Goych fratre corum, Yor- 
werth filio , Eynon filio ' '■ ■ " ■■■, Kenewrych filio Lcwelin, 

Bledin filio Madoc, Ychel filio Tudor, David fratre ejus, et 
ntultis aliis. 

Again, 29th Edward I. a.d. 1300, there is a writ to 
Thomas de Makelsfeld custodi maneriorum de Makelsfeld et 
Overton cum pcrtinentibus et terre de Maelor Sassnek, for 



the right of the lane leading from Hanmer into Halghton. It was first 
pointed out to me by my cousin, the Hon. Edward Kenyon. 
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delivering the king's possessions there to Prince Edward. 
LrtrSs Report on the Dignity of a PeeTt vol. v. p. lo. 

I have no record of the wife of Thomas de Maccclsfeld ; 
he had a son and heir Jordan who inherited lands in 
Worthenbury as heir of another brother Roger, which were 
the subject of inquisition, loth Edw. II. ; in which proceed- 
ings, taken before the justices of Chester at Worthenbury, it 
is stated how *' predictus Jordanus f rater pr edict i Rogeri mortem 
ipsius Rogeri igturans Oxoniis studio vacavit," a practice, it is 
to be feared, much imitated by students in these days. The 
younger son, our forefather Sr John, who married Hawis of 
Powis,' and is reputed to have first assumed the name of 
Hanmer, from the lands he had obtained there, is also called 
in some of the pedigrees John de Upton. I observe that 
there is a place called Upton in Macclesfield Forest, and it 
appears to me that the variety of the names of these two 
generations,* which has perplexed some genealogical writers, 
may be thus fairly explained. Of Philip, the son of John de 



' Hawia, the Welsh form of Alice. She was daughter of Eineon, of 
the family of Gwenwynwyn, lord of Powi*. The pedigwe in the Visita- 
tion*, published by Sir S. Meyrick, begins with her husband, and calls 
him Sir John de Hanmcr. This pedigree was made by Lewis Dwn, the 
herald, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Collins gives Thomas de Mac- 
clesfield as our founder in the male line, and says his son Sir John, re- 
siding at Hanmer, first took that name. Camden also, in the " Britannia," 
without specifying the person, gives the same reason for the name : " Undt 
clara sane et antiqua qua ityi habitat familia nomen assumpsit." Sir John 
is said to have been Constable of Caernarvon Castle under King Edward I., 
and I have seen somewhere particulars of this, the record of which has 
escaped me ; according to my note, however, the allowance for the charge 
was 300 mark* per annum, with a garrison of eighty men, a chajriain, 
surgeon, and smith. 

* See Pennant's " Tour in Wale* " on this question. 
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Upton or Hanmer, I know little more than the far-reaching 
pedigree of his wife Agnes, coming down through Rhys Sais, 
and his son Tudor,' who is mentioned in Domesday, and 
Jonas, Ririd, and others, whose heiress she was> to the time 
of King Edward the Second. The house built by Sir Thomas 
Hanmer in the reign of Henry the Eighth probably stood on 
some of this lady's land, since its walls are addressed by the 
Welsh poet, whose rhymes will be found further on, as " tbe 
walls of the race of Ririd." 

The arms which we quarter with our own ai^ent, two 
lions passant gardant azur^ viz., three boars ai^ent passant 
on a field azure — are those of her family. She appears to 
have belonged to the tenth generation coming down from 
Tudor Trevor, Earl of Hereford, a great patriarch of our 
country, from whom the family of Mostyn and some others 
still existing, besides our own, descend. 

The next owner of Hanmer, Sir David, son of Philip and 
Agnes, went to the English bar, and his name yet appears 
honourably among its records. In the 49th Edward III. he 
was one of the Serjeants, and ist Richard II., a.d. 1J77, 
King's Serjeant.' In the 6th of that king he was one of the 
justices of the King's Bench. In the Year Book, Hilary 
Term, 1374-5, is a case in which he was concerned as an 
advocate which does not give a great idea of the repair of 

> " TudoT quidem Walciuis t«net de Comite Rogeno imam Gnem teme 
Waleiuts et inde reddit £^ Sa." This comcB after the lordship of Whk* 
tington in the Shropshire Domeiday ; and Mr. Eyton, in his " ^ropslitre 
Antiquities," attributes the ■* finem temi," on the authority of Welsh 
writers, to some part of Maelor. 

' Thus he was contemporary with Chaucer, and perhaps not unknowni 
to him. We might accept with satisfaction the portrait of the Scrjeant- 
at-Law, in the prologue to the " Canterbury Tales," for his own. 
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buildings in those days: a man brought a claim of waste, 
gainst which Fultkerfe says : " As to the chamber and the 
grange they were poor, and the timber (le merisme) perished 
at the time of the lease; and as to the cottage you built it 
since the lease without our consent." Hanmer replies, "As 
to the cottage there was one at the time of the lease ; and 
as to the houses you by your indenture granted to repair 
and to keep them in as good a state and better than they then 
were." Then says FuUhorpCy "It is a breach of covenant 
at most, and not waste," and so on. This case seems apposite 
to the time at which I am looking into these old records ; for 
questions of the kind, it is to be feared, will now, five hundred 
years later, often occupy the attention of the courts here as 
well as in Ireland. 

In and Richard II. (1378-9) Sir David sat with Mons' 
Johan de Cavendish and others of the judges to give judg- 
ment in Parliament in a case concerning a grant of the late 
king to the widow of John de Holand, Earl of Huntingdon, 
daughter of John of Gaunt^ as appears by the Rolls of 
Parliament. 

In the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and loth Richard 11. he was 
summoned and sat in the House of Lords without barony, 
but as a trier of petitions and a judge together with tay and 
spiritual peers. 

In 6th Richard II. — Roll of Parliament held at West- 
minster : — 

' There was a knight of this name who Sir Harris Nicolas says was 
not a judge, but nevertheless in 1405 was directed by King Henry IV. to 
pass sentence of death, at Bishopsthorpe, on Archbishop Scrope, for his 
riling, Chief Justice Gascoyne having refused to do so. He was perhaps 
son of the Fulthorpe in the text 
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Sont assignez Triours des Petitions de Gascoigne et d'autres 
Terres et Pays de U Mcer, et de Ics Isles, 

L'Evesque de Norwiz, Touz ensemble ou iiii des Pre- 

Le Cont de Buk Conestable latz et Seigneurs avant ditz, 

d'Anglcterret appellez a eux Chanceller, Tre- 

Mon*' John deCobhamde Kent, sorer, Sen' Chamberlein, et les 

Le S' Fitzwauter, Serjeants le Roy quant il busoig- 

Mon" David Hannemer. nera. £t tendront leur place en 
la Cbambre Marcolf. 

and several others, &c., &c., &c. 

7th Richard II. — Roll of Parliament held at New 
SBTum: — 

Et sont assignez Triours des Petitions dc Gascoigne et d'autres 
Terres et Pays de la Mcer, ct des Isles, 

L'Evesque de Nichole [Lincoln], 

Le Priour de St Johan Jerlm in Engleterre, 

Le Cont de Oxenford, 

Le S' de Cob ham, 

Mon" Davy Hanmere, 

and several others, &c., &a, &c. 

£t tendront leur place en la Chambre des Chauntours, pres de la 
Porte de la Sale. 

The like entries are in the Rolls of Parliament 8th, 
9th, and loth Richard 11. In the 9th, L'Ercevesque de 
Everwyk, L'Evesque de Duresme, etc., were among the 
triers with Monsieur David Hannemere; his name ceases 
to appear among the judges in 1387, and he was certainly 
dead in 1388, which is shown by the deed of that date, 
with Owen Glyndwr for trustee, concerning alimony for his 
widow ; perhaps he died just in time, for it was then that 
Chief Justice Tresilian induced his brethren to give those 
illegal opinions in favour of the king's prerogative for which 
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the Chief Justice was hanged. I have observed, howerer, 
that the arms of the latter are given in the series of legal 
blazons in the House of Lords — the upholstery pwnters of 
modem days did not remember the black shield at Venice in 
the place of Marino Faliero, the Doge, "decapitati pro 
crimioibus." 

At some time in this reign> Moi^an David ap Dewellyn 
was tried at Caermarthen for killing the judge upon the 
bench> a fact which our friends the Irish have not as yet 
emulated, for they only killed Lord Kilwarden in the street 
Strange to say, his partisans appear to have expected help and 
assistance from Sir David Hanmer. Thus he is addressed by 
a bard on the occasion, as I find in a printed translation of 
his verses, which 1 have abridged con^derably : — 

Sir David, the asserler of Justice, 

"Hie moilerator of the meted law. 

Of the golden-created helmet of the race of Mordav,^ 

Thine ii a great name, Yr Arglwydd Hanmer. 

Far-famed thy tongue and thy counsel, 

Come thou, with thy gifts of wisdom, 

To the citadel of Merlin, at my seeLing, 

To maintain throughout the conteit 

Richard the noble king.* 

When thou seeit, worthy lord, 

The oue and cause of the good man whom I love, 

A thousand with thee will certify for him, 

Morgan the generous, the giver of gold ; 

Grant to him, though a hundred should come, 

A jury becoming an innocent man ; 

The nobles must not appear before peasants of crcstless helmets, 
&c., &c., &c. 

* I do not find this name in the Welsh pedigree, which contains, how- 
ever, Hoel Dda, the lawgiver, a fit ancestor for a judge, and perhaps this 
waa the one originally written. 

* It it Id be feared that the judge was working wrong for King Richard. 
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The wife of Sir David was Angharad, whom I have 
already mentioned, daughter of Uewellyti Ddu (Black 
Llewellyn) ap Griffin ap Yorwerth Voel, of the descent of 
Tudor Trevor, by whom he had three sons, Griffin, John his 
successor, and Philip, and two daughters, one Mary, married 
to David ap Dymock, according to the pechgree of that 
family at the Heralds' Office, where she is written " Mared 
daughter of David Voel ap Philip Hanmer," see likewise the 
Dymock pedigree in The Painted Book at Wynnstay : the 
other, of more historic fortune, was Margaret, wife of Owen 
Glyndwr. One of her daughters, as we know by Shake- 
speare's play and otherwise, married Sir Edmund Mortimer, 
second son of Roger Mortimer, Earl of March> and of 
Philippa of Clarence, whose brother was heir to the crown 
before the fall of King Richard II. 

Shakespeare was not always right in his history, and 
certainly he was wrong as to Edmund Mortimer, where he 
makes Percy ask of Northumberland {act i. scene 3, of " King 
Henry IV."):— 

Did King Richard then 
Proclaim tny brother Edmund Mortimer 
Heir to the crown ? 

since it was Roger whom that unfortunate lung proclaimed. 

Surely, also, he is led astray by his imagination, as will 
happen even to great poets sometimes, when he makes the 
lady understand nothing but Welsh : — 

This ia the deadly spite that angera me, 
My wife can apeak no English, I no Welsh. 

The Roll of the Issue of the Exchequer, 4th May, ist 
Henry V., shows these poor ladies, the daughter and grand- 
daughter of Sir David, the latter of whom might have been, 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



34 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

or indeed was, an English princess by her marriage, in a very 
different position : — 

To John Weele, Esq'. In money paid by his own hands for the 
expenies of the wife of Owen Glendourdi, the wife of Edmund 
Mortimer, and others their sons and daughters, in his custody in the 
city of London, at the King's charge, by his command, ^30. 

Of the sons of Sir David Hanmer, Griffin married Guer- 
vila, daughter of Tudor ap Grono ; ^ she was sister of Mere- 
dith, father of Owen, the grandfather of King Henry VII., 
and left a daughter, Ankaret, married into the Puleston 
family, whose descent came again to ours.' John succeeded 
him at Hanmer. Philip I do not trace ; he fell in, I suppose, 
like the leaves of a tree about its foot They are all men- 
tioned in a deed of settlement at Bettesfield, with Owen 
Glyndwr for one of the trustees, an old translated abstract of 
which runs as follows : — 

Grant by Griffin Hanncmcrc, John Hannemcre, and Philip Han- 
nemcre, sons and heirs of David dc Hannemcre, knight to Mathew 
Hannemerc, clerk, and William Smethcot, chaplain, their heirs and 
assigns, of the manor of Hannemcre, with all the lands, tenements, 
&c. thereunto appertaining, as also all their lands, tenements, &c. 
in Worthenbury and Bangor. In witness whereof the above named 
have set their seals, in the presence of witnesses. Dated at Hanne- 



' It was Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Grono who married Kathcrine 
of Valoii. Lord Coke says (4th Inst. cap. 47), that these were Christian 
names ; so that Queen Elizabeth might rather have been called Elizabeth 
Owen, or Elizabeth Meredith, as nearer to her in the pedigree, than 
Tudor. The right Welsh pronunciation of this name is Toudor. 

' In the Chamberlain's account for North Wales loth Ric. II,, there is 
an entry for money paid to this GrifEn Hanmer " retained for our Lord 
the King by advice of the Council in the same state and manner as David 
de Hanmer father of the said Griffin stood." 
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mere, Tuesday the feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist, 
nth Richard II. (1387.8). 

To which is attached — 

Grant by Mathew Hanneinere> clerk, and William Smcthcot, 
chaplin, to Owvn Glyndourdy (Owen Glyndwr) and Meredyth ap 
Lluddwy, of the manor of Hannemerej with all the lands, tene- 
ments, &.C. thereunto belon^ng, as also their lands and tenements, 
&c. in Worthenbury and Bangor, which the said Mathew Hannc- 
mere and William Smcthcot had by ^ft and feoffment of Griffin, 
John, and Philip Hannemere, sons of David de Hannemere, knight, 
as is fully shown by their grant. The said Owen and Meredyth to 
have and to hold the lands during the life of the widow of David 
de Hannemere, knight, for alimony thence due, and after her decease 
the said lands to remain in possession of Griffin Hannemere, and hts 
heirs male, and in case of failure of heirs male to the said Griffin, 
che said lands to be held by his brother John Hannemere. And if 
the said John Hannemere should also die without heirs male, the 
said lands to descend to his brother Philip Hannemere. In witness 
whereof the said Mathew Hannemere and William Smethcot have 
set their hands and seals, in the presence of witnesses, at Hannemere, 
the Monday before the feast of the Apostle St. James, in the nth 
year of King Richard II. (1388). 

John Hanmer and his brother-in-law Owen Glyndwr, 
and many others of the ancient families of our district, are 
mentioned as witnesses in the well-known suit for a coat of 
arms commemorated in the Scrope and Grosvenor Roll Like 
good neighbours, they stood for their own countryman, 
while all the Northern gentlemen were on the Scrope 
side. A legend appears to have grown up that this John, 
son of Sir David, was killed at the battle of Shrewsbury, 
22nd July, '4^3 t '^u' this must be a mere myth of some herald 
over night, and forgotten to be corrected in the morning; it 
is not likely that he was in the battle at all> for the troops 
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of Owen Glyndwr were not there. The moody chieftain was 
not ready, or perhaps preferred carrying on war on his own 
account ; but his brother-in-law, so far from being dead, was 
his envoy the next year at Paris, where he contracted a treaty 
of amity and alliance for the principality of Wales with the 
French king. In the I2th year of King Henry IV, he was 
fined loo marks, with liberty to pay it by 20 marks a year, 
and pardoned, for rebelling with Owen Glyndwr. He married 
two wives ; first, Margaret ' daughter and heiress of David ap 
Blethyn Vychan, of Llwyn Derw, or Okenholt, near Flint, 
through whom the family of Grifiith his eldest son, long after- 
wards heads of the house, our leaders and kinsmen, whom 
ultimately we succeeded, came; secondly, Eva daughter of 
David ap Grono ap lorwerth of Haulton and Llay, by whom 
he had an eldest son John, settled at those places, a second 
Edward of the Fens, in Bronington, our lineal ancestor 
in the male line, and a third, Richard of Bettisfield, most of 
whose lands went a few generations afterwards to an hnress, 
and were repurchased in my own time. His house came to 
the elder branch of the family in the reign of King James I., 
and, with additions of buildings and demesnes, it has been the 
chief abode of their successors since the Civil War. 

The Scrope and Grosvenor Roll is often quoted with 
reference to Chaucer the poet, who was one of the witnesses 
for Scrope. In the same trial, as I have mentioned, came 
John Hanmer and his kinsmen of Glyndwr, whose evidence 

' This lady was descended from the line of Edwin of Englelield. We 
retained her inheritance of Okenholt in the time of King James I. I do 
not know when or how it went out of our hands. A few shells of ancient 
trees on the left hand of the road leading from Kelsterton into Flint mark 
where the house once stood. 
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I extract from the now rare and always valuable publication 
of Sir Harris Nicolas. The case was being heard for five 
year^ from a.d. 1385 to 1390 — 9th to 14th Richard II. 

Testimony ^Owen Glyndwr, John de Hanmer, <7ni/ Tudok 
DB Glyndwr. 

Oaieyn Sire de GUndort del age xxvij anz & pluys jurf admys & 
diligence men t examine de & sur te droit de moii| Robt Ic Grosveno' 
de por? les armes cestassavoir dazure ot un bend dore dit q les ditz 
zrmcs de droit apptinent a mon| Robert le Grosvcno'. Requys 
cement il ce sciet^ dit qil ad oie des ansciens gentz as queux 11 croia 
q les auncestres du dit monf RoUt al temps dc Conquest DcnglcFre 
ont portez les ditz armes sans ascun reclamacion & unqs nad oie de 
la conCire tanc^ a ccstc p^ente debate moeve. Requys auxi sil unqs 
vist Ic dit moof Robert arme en les ditz armez dit q oiQ' cestassavoir 
en Ic derein viage iire seignur le Roy qore est en Escoce. Requyst 
outT sil vist aucuns chartcres ou aufs munimentz auncientz cnscalez 
ov sealz eantz les ditz armes eng*vez dit q oil.' £t dit qils estoient 
molt aunciens come il sembloit p vieu de pchemyn & del cere. It 
dit le dit jurf qcn le conte dc Ccstre & Flynt & autfis lieux et con- 
tees {>cheinz publik vols et fame est q les ditz armes ont ap^teine & 
apptinent come desuz au dit monf RoBt & a scz auncestres. — 
Vol. i. p, 254. 

yohan de Hanmere del age* xxij anz & pluis jurr admys & dili- 
gentment exaie si les armes dazure ove un bend dore aptyncnt de 
droit a mon| Robt Grosveno' dit q oi!. R. coment il sciet dit qil 
ad oie des g'ntz & anxiens gentz dire as queux 11 dona credence q un 
Gilbart le Grosveno' vicnt en le conte de Cestr ovesq, Hugh de 
LoufF q fuist le prifi cont de Cestf ap* le darrien Conquest Dcn- 
gleSre & le dit Gilbart porta les ditz armes & touz ses successouri 
jesques a mon^ Rotit qore est linialment descendants & ceo pcsible- 
mcnt & quietement & sanz qconq, confdiccioti ou reclamacion tanq^ 
a cestc ^cnte debate moeve & ne oia unques de la cont'ire et dit 



* Sir H. Nicolas believes the ages of the deponents are often incor- 
rectly given, they might be checked by Inquisitions Post Mortem, but 
these arc hard to find. 
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qil vist mon| Robt suzdUt qore est arme en les armes suzdistz en la 
darrein viage tire setgnur le Roi en Escoce. £t outre dit le dit jutt 
qil ad vicu clircs & munimentz en non des ancestres du dit monf 
Robt ove aunciens sealx eiantz Ics ditz armes en cere engravez. Et 
auxi dit le dit jurr q ctie vols & publik hme ad cste & est en le 
conte de Cestre & autres lieux ^heinz q les armes dazure ov un 
bend dore aptineront & a^tinent de droit au dit monf RoKt & as ses 
aunccstrcs dancien temps come desuz est depose. — Vol. i. p. 259. 

Tudor de GIjndBrt del age xxiiij anz & pluis jurr admys & ^ili- 
gentement exaie si les ditz armes cestassavoir davure ove un bend 
dore a^tinent de droit a monf Rotit le Grosveno' dit q oil. R. co- 
ment il ceo connust dit qil ad oie des g'ntz & aunciens gentz as 
queux il dona credence q un Gilbart le Grosveno' vient en le conte 
de Ccttre ovesq, Hugh de Louff le priifi cont de Cestre apres le 
darrien Conquest DenglcSre et le dit Gilbard porta les ditz armes & 
touz scs successoures jesqes a mon| Robert qore est linialment 
descendant & ceo pesiblemcnt & quietement sanz qconc^ cont*diccion 
au reclamacion tanc^ a cest ^sent debate moeve te ne unqucs oia de 
la cont'ire. Auxi dit le dit jurr qil ad vieu sovent foitz aunciens 
chartres & munimentz ensealez en nom des ditz auncestrcs du dit 
monf RoSt ove aunciens sealx eiantz les ditz armes en^vez. Et 
auxi dit le dit jurr q publike vols et fame ad est & est en le conte de 
Cestre & en au?s lieux |)scbeins q les armes dazure ove un bend 
dore aptyneront & aptynent de droit au dit mon| RoSt et a sez 
auncestres aptynoient dancien temps come desuz est depose. — Vol. i. 
p. 260. 

I may add the testimony to the same effect of one of our 
kinsmen and neighbours of ancient days, Robert de Puleston, 
of the Emral family in Worthenbury, a name often occurring 
in these local afiairs, and connected by several marriages with 
our own. Thomas de Puleston, one of the founders of the 
house, was a chief citizen of London, but onginally coming 
from the vill of Puleston in Shropshire. He was present 
with Simon Montfort at the battle of Lewes, a very noble fact 
in any pedigree. 
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Reb^t U PulitJon' del age xxviij anz & pluys jurr admys & dili- 
gentement exaie si les ditz armes cestassavoir dazure ove un bend 
dore ap^nenC de droyt a monf Robert le Grosveno'' dit q oil. R. 
coment qil ceo conust dit qil ad oie des g*ntz & ancieins gentz as 
queux il dona credence q un Gilbart le Grosveno' vient en le conte 
dc Cestre ovesq^ Hugh de Louf priS cont de Cestre a^s le darrien 
Conquest Denglefre et le dit Gilbart porta les ditz armcs & tous ces 
successors jusqes au inon| RoBt qore est lyatalmcnt dcscendantz & 
ceo pesiblement & quietemcnt tan<^ al ccst ^sent debat moeve & nad 
unques oie de la conf ire, Dit auxi le dit jurr qil ad vieu sovent 
foithz aunciens chartres & munimentz ^ les ancestres du dit monf 
RoSt ove sealx ensealez des les ditz armes eng*ves en cere. Et 
auxi dit le dit jurf q publik vois & itaac ad est & est en le conte de 
Cestre & aufs licux ^hcinz q les armes dazure ove un bende dore 
apptyneront et apptynent a mon| Robt avantdit & a ses auncestres 
apptynerent dauncien ttmps come desuys est depose. — Page 258. 

The treaty which John de Hanmer cotitracted the year 
after the battle of Shrewsbury with Jacques de Bourbon' and 
others, on the part of Owen Glyndwr, with the French Icing, 
against Henry of Lancaster, runs as follows : — 

Trbatit cmtracttd on the part tf Owen Glyndwr, by hti €ttvojt 
Griffith Yohgb, his cha^itellar^ and John Hanmrr, his 
brothtr-in-laWf son af Sir David Hanmer, inight, with King 
Charles VI. afFranci^ a.d. 1404.* 
[From a copy at Bettisfidd of the original at the H6tcl dc Soubiie, 
ParU.] 

Oviynus Dei gracii princeps Wallie universis has litteras nostras 
inspecturis salutem. NoveriC uitiversitas vestra nos litteras patentes 

' Jacques de Bourbon wbb the proprietor of the chateau of Dangu, in 
Normandy, where the race-horse Gladiateur, winner of the Derby in i86j, 
beating all our English horges, wai bred ; however, he was an English horse 
as much as h Norman one, like the knights and nobles of ancient days. 

* Three years before this, 3rd Henry IV. 1401, Owen Glyndwr aeema 
to have been of a mind to treat with King Henry ; see " Proceedings and 
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infrascriptas ligam ec confederacionem inter illustrissimum principem 
dominum Karolum Dei gracia Francorum regero et nos per procura- 
torcs suos et nostros in hac parte initas et contractas continentes 
recepisse in hec verba. Nos 'Jaabui dt BorbtmU comes Marcbie 
procurator et nuncius specialis serenissimi principis domini mei 
metuendissimi domini Karoli Dei gracii Francorum regis, et nos 
Griffinus Tonge^ decretorum doctor cancellarius et yahannes de HaH' 
mer scudfcr consanguinei ambaxatores procuratores et nundi specialcs 
illustris et metuendissimi domini nostri Owyni principis Walliarum 
prout dc potestadbus et procuratoriis utrique nostrum datis per duos 
nostros superaneos plene constat per Jitteras patentes ipsorum domi- 
norum quarum tenores inferius sunt inserti ut infrascripta predictts 
dominis specialiter depputati et commissi. Notum facimus universis 
quos virtute mandatorum dictorum dominorum nostrorum regis et 
principis et potestatum per eos nobis attributarum et datarum dc et 
super ligis'confederacionibus et amicitiis inter ipsos duos regcm et 
principem iniendis et firmandis invicem convenimus in cunctis capi- 
tulis seu artlculis continentibus fgrmam que sequitur et tenorem. 
Primo quod ipsi domini rex et princeps erunt amodo ad invicem 
conjuncd confederati unid et legad vinculo veri federis et vere 
amicitie certeque et bone unionis podssime contra HenrJcum de 
Lancastria utriusque ipsorum adversarium et hostem, suosque ad- 
bcrcntes et fiutores. Item quod alter ipsorum dictorum honorem 
et commodum alterius volet prosequetur ac eciam procurabit, damp- 
Ordinances of the Privy Council," vol. i. p. ITS'. "Item de savoir ]'ent«n- 
cion et volontee du Roy quel traitie lui pleat q aoit fait ovesques Oweyn de 
Gleyndourdy pur lui reamesner a I'obeissance rotale conaiderce le boa 
entente en quel ycelui Oweyn est a present de ce faire et queuz psonea 
serront asaignez pour trater ovesq lui." 

' Tbere is a Griffith Vonge, descended from our forefather lorwerth 
Voel, mentioned among the Flintshire pedigrees relating to Hanmer parish 
in Sir Samuel Meyrick's book. This one waa Archdeacon of St. Asaph 
according to Browne Willis's Survey. I think he belonged to a family 
long settled at Crozton. Morgan le Yonge, probably of the same family, 
gave testimony for Grosvenor in the case just mentioned. I believe this 
was the Archdeacon whom Shakespeare calls of Bangor in the play, and 
who truly was concerned in the map of diviaion between Percy, Mortimer, 
and Glyndwr. 
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naque et gravamina que ad unius noticiam venerint per dictum 

Henricum ejusque complices adherentes et fiiutores aut alios quos- 

cumque alteri inferenda impedient bona iide. Alter quoque ipsorum 

apud alterum agct et faciet ea omnia et singula que per bonum 

verum et fidum amicum bono vero et fido amico agi et fieri debenc 

et pertinent fraude et dolo cessantibus quibuscumque. Item si et 

quociens alter corum sciverit vel cognoverit prefatum Henricum de 

Lancastria seu adherentes aut fautores suoj aliquid gravaminJs sivc 

dampni procurare vel machinari contra alium ipse sibi quam citius 

commode lieri poterit ea significabit et ipsum de et super his advisabit 

ut adversus roalicias suas prout ei visum fuerit sibi valent providere. 

Solicit! quoque erunt quilibet ipsorum dictorum impedire gravamina 

et dampna predicta bona fide. Item quod quilibet duorum predic- 

torum nuUatenus pacletur quod aliquis subditorum suorum det facJat 

aut procuret dicto Henrico de Lancastria fautoribusve aut adherenti- 

bus suis auxilium vel consilium aliquod seu favorem nee quod ipsum 

juvent cum ipsius stipendiis neque eciam sine stipendiis contra ali- 

quem eorumdem dominorum. Quod si contra ^ere presumerent 

taliter punientur quod ceteris cedet in exemplum. Item quod aliquis 

dominorum regis et principis predictorum non bctet seu capiet creu- 

gas nee &ciet pacem cum dicto Henrico Lancastrie quin alter si 

voluerit com prebend at ur in ipsis trcug^s sivc pace nisi in eisdem 

treugis vel pace renuerit sivc noluerit comprehend!. £t de qua 

volunUte seu recusatione constabit illi qui dicMs treugas sive pacem 

tractare voluerit infra mensem postquam alteri treugas seu pacem 

predictas significavcrit per suas patentes litteras suo sigillo tigillatas. 

Item quod omnes subditi regni Francie cum corum navigiis et merci- Free cnde be- 

inoniis sive mercanciis rebus et bonis quibuscumque recipiencur et '"^'j/'tk"'^ 

recolltgentur ac pacientur moram facere sine fraudc in omnibus pu^. 

terris et portubus subditis dicto principi Walliarum et eciam omnes 

subditi prefati domlnl principis cum corum navigiis et mercimoniis 

sive mercanciis rebus et bonis quibuscumque recipientur et recolli- 

gentur pacienturque moram facere in omnibus terris et portubus 

regni Francie sine fraude dum tamen subditi bine et hinc inde 

habeant litteras testimoniales sub sigilHs dominorum predictorum 

seu justitiariorum aut officiariorum suorum de et super subjecdone 

et iideliuce eorundem confeccas. Item quod si discordia violencia Senianentof 

pugna rixa spoliacio vel alia qucvis injuria in mar! sive in terra inter ''"l™'*' *^i«- 
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subditos dictorum dominorutn quod absit comicutur seu oriri contt- 
gerit causeque super hoc emergent amicabiliter secundum mcrita 
eorumdem et locorum existencium ubi premissa committentur per 
dominos utriusque partis vel jnstitiarios et officiarios suos ad quos 
pertinebit tractentur et per eos commissa reformentur discordieque 
predicte pacifientur. Item quod quocienscumque alter prefatorum 
dominorum pro parte alCerius fueric requisitus confedeniciones pre- 
dictas sic per eorum procuratores statutas et initas tenebitur per suas 
Utteras cum commissionibus debitis ratificari confirmare ac eciam 
validare. Item quod quelJbet pars procuratorum piedictorum pro- 
mittet et jurabit in animam domini sui tactis sacrosanctis evangelii) 
quod confederaciones et lige contente in articulis supradictis per 
ipsos dominos et eorum subditos firmiter bona fide tcnebuntur. Ab 
isds autcm confederaciontbus et ligis excipientur pro parte dictorum 
dominorum nostrorum regis et principis omnes illi qui racione gentis 
seu subjectionis dum umen subditi prefati Henrici Lancastrie non 
existant aut pretextu ligarum prccedentium erunt sibi antea federati. 
Que quidem capitula nos Jacobus de Borbonio comes Marchie 
necnon et Griffinus Yonge et Johannes de Hanmer procuratores et 
nuncii supradicti dominorum noatrorum regis Francorum et principis 
Walliarum prcdictorum nominibus rata et grata habentes propria 
omnia que et singula in ets et quolibet ipsorum contcnta et dcclarata 
alter alteri quisque videlicet pro suo dominorum nostrorum predic- 
torum et nomine ipsius et pro ipso promitdmus et bona fide jura- 
musquc in animas eorundem dominorum nostrorum ad sancta Dei 
evangelia per nos et utrumque nostrum ucta bcife et fideliter tenere 
attendere ct complere ac eciam firmiter et inviolabilitcr observare. 
In quorum omnium et singulorum fidem et tesdmonium prcsentcs 
litteras seu presens publicum instrumentum fieri et duplicari et per 
notarios publicos infrascrtptos publican mandavimus et sigillorum 
nostrorum una cum signis et subscripdonibus dictorum notariorum 
publicorum fecimus appensione munirl. Tenor vcro litterarum pro- 
curatoriarum dicti domini nostri Francorum regis scquitur et est 
talis : Carolus Dei gracia Francorum rex universis presentes litteras 
tnspecturis Salutem. Notum fuimus quod nos de fidelitate dill- 
genda ct industria dilectorum et iidelium consanguine! et consiliario- 
rum nostrorum Jacobi de Borbonio comitis Marchie ct Johannis 
cpiscopi Caraotensis plenissime confidentes ipsos &cimus consdtui- 
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mus nominamus et eligimus prociiratores nostros generates et certos 
nuncios speciales et corumdem quemlibet in solldum ita quod non 
sit mclior conditio possidentis et quod unus eorum inccpit alter pro- 
sequi valcat ct finire ad tractandum nomine nostro ct pro nobis cum 
dilectis nostris aiagistro Griffino Yonge « Jehanni dt Hanmer con- 
sanguineis magniiici et potcntis Owyni principis Walliarum et ejus 
ambaxiatoribus et nunciis habentibus ad infra scripta a dicto prin- 
cipe potestatetn per litteras ipsius principis sigillo suo sigillatas ligas 
confederaciones et amicitias perpetuas vcl ad tempus inter nos ex una 
parte et dictum principcm Walliarum ex altera prout eisdem procu- 
ratoribus utriusque partis videbitur faciendum de et super ipsis li^ 
confederacionibus et amicitiis et de modis ipsorum convenientibus 
ipsasque cum illis modis convendonibus et promissionibus de quibus 
■psi procuratores utriusque partis invicem convenient firmandas et 
concludendas et quodcumque licitum et debitum juraroentum in 
animam nostram necnon quamcumquc securitatem ad hoc neces- 
sariam querendum inveniendum prestandum atque dandum similesque 
a parte dicti principis qucrendum recipiendum acceptandum. Dantes 
et conccdentes dictis procurator! bus nostris et eorum cuilibet in 
solidum plcnam generalem ct liberam potestatem et mandatum 
specialc prcmissa et generaliter omnia ct singula faciendi gercndi 
exercendi et expediendi que circa ca et eorum dependencias neces- 
saria fuerint et quomadolibet oportuna et que nos faceremus et 
fecere possemus si presentes ad hoc pcrsonaliter interessemus iciamu 
mandatum exigerent magis speciale promittentes bona 6de ratum 
gratum et firmum habere quidquid per predictos procuratores nostros 
et eorum quemlibet in solidum in premissis et circa premissa actum 
fiictumque fuerit ac eciam firmatum et conclusum sub }rpotheca et 
ofaligatione omnium bonorum nostrorum presentium et futurorum. 
In cujus rei testimonium nostrum presentibus litteris fecimus apponi 
sig^llum. Datum Parisiis die xiiii Junii anno Domini Millesimo 
quadringentesimo quarto et regni nostri xxiiii°. Item sequitur tenor 
litterarum procurator iarum dicti domini principis Walliarum in hec 
verba : Otuynus Dei gracta prtnceps ff^allie universis has litteras nos- 
tros inspecturis Salutem. Novcritis quod propter afFcctionem et 
tinceram dilectionem quas erga nos et subditos nostros illustrissimus 
princeps dominus Karolus eadem gracia Francorum rex hactenu* 
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gessit et sui gracia indies gerit sibi et suis prout mcrito ad hoc tene- 
mur adherere desideramus. Quaproptcr magistrum Griffinum Yonge 
decretorum doctorcm canceUarium nostrum et fahannem de Hanmtr 
consanguineos nostros predilectos nostros vcros ct Icgitimos procura- 
tores factores negociatorcs gcstorcs ct nuncios speciales facimus 
ordinamus et constttuimus per presentes dantes et concedcntes eisdem 
procura tori bus nostris et eorum utrique pro se et in solidum potcsta- 
tcm gcncralem et mandatum speciale, ita quod non sit melior con- 
ditio occupantis sed quod unus eorum incepit alter corundem prosequi 
valeat, mediare et finirc pro nobis ac nomine nostro de et super liga 
perpetua vel temporali cum prefato illustrissimo principe tractandi 
ipsamque ligam ex parte nostra iniendi faciendi et firmandi ac quod- 
cumque licitum juraroentum in ea parte necessarium in animam 
nostram prcstandi litterasque obligatorias banc ligam continentes 
faciendi et quamcumque aliam securitatem in ea parte forte neces- 
sariam pro nobis inveniendi et prestandi necnon consimilcm securi- 
tatem in materia premissa necessariam a prc&to illustrissimo principe 
domino Karolo Dei gracia Francorum rege ex parte sua nobis f»- 
ciendam querendi et reci[Hcndi, capitulaque omnia et singula faciendi 
exercendi ct expcdiendi que in premissis et circa ea necessaria fuerint 
leu quomodolibet oportuna etiamsi mandatum cxigant speciale et que 
nos facere possimus si pcrsonalitcr huic tractatu intcrcsscmus, pre- 
dictis vero procuratoribus nostris et eorumque utroque rem ratam 
habere judicio sisd et judicatum solvt sub ypothcca et obligatione 
omnium bonorum nostrorum promittimus it caucionem exponimus 
per presentes. In cujus rci testimonium has litteras nostras fieri 
fecimus patcntes. Data apud Dolcgelle x die mensis Maii anno 
Domini Millesimo quadringentesimo quarto ct principatus nostri 
quarto. Actum et datum Parisiis in domo habitationis magnifici viri 
Domini Ernaudi de Corbeya militis cancellarii Francie anno Domini 
Millesimo quadringentesimo quarto indtctione duodecima die xiiii 
mensis Julii presentibus dicto domino cancellario Francie necnon 
reverendis in Christo patribus ct dominis dominis Philippo Norio- 
menti, Petro Meldensi et Johanne Atrebatensi episcopis ac etiam 
magnifico et potcnti Ludovico de Borbonio comite Vindocmensi 
nobilibusque viris dominis Roberto de Braquemont et Roberto Da- 
mille militibus dicti serenissimi principis regis Francorum cambel- 
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lonis testibus ad premtssz vocads. Ego Johannes de Sanctis Betva- 
scnsis dioccsis apostolica et imperial! auctoritatibus perpetuus notarius 
prefati et domini nostri Francorum regis notarius et secrctarius 
premissis omnibus et singulis dum sicut permitdtur agerentur et 
ficrent per dominos procuratores superius nominates una cum sub- 
scnptis testibus presens fui eaque fieri vidi et audivi ad rcquestaro et 
de consensu ipsorum dictorum procuratorum ut buic present! publico 
iostrumento super his confecto et super cadem forma verborum 
dupplicato quod scribi et grossari per alium feci pluribus aliis negociis 
occupatus, collatione per me facta cum notario publico infra scripto 
de originalibus litteris procuratoriis supra insertis cum eodem pre- 
send publico instrumento publicando me subscript! et signum meum 
apposui consuetum. £t ego Benedictus Comme clericus Assaven. 
diocesis publicus auctoritate apostolica notarius premissis omnibus et 
singulis dum sicut permitdtur per dictos dominos procuratores age- 
rentur et ficrent una cum magnificis dominis tcsdbus ac venerabiii 
viri notario supradicto presens interfui eaque sic fieri vidi et audivi 
et ideo hoc presens publicum instrumentum per alium me aliunde 
occupato fidelitcr scriptum ad requisidonem et de consensu eorum- 
dem dictorum procuratorum duplicatu publicavi signoque et nomine 
meis solitis et consuetis signavi rogatus et requisitus in fidem et 
testimonium omnium premissorum. Nos vcro factum procuratorum 
nostrorum in hac parte ratum et gratum habentes ligam et confcde- 
ractonem premissas quantum in nobis radficamus et confirmamus 
per prcsentcs. In cujus rei tesdmonium has litteras nostras fieri 
fiecimus patentes. Datum in castro nostro de Canpadarn vii° die 
Januarii anno Domini Millesimo quadringentesimo quinto et princi- 
patus nostri sexto. 

Recc^;tuzed by this alliance, and occupying, though he 
held by the sword ; and strengthened by connections in 
England, who contributed to make him formidable, even if 
they laughed at his prophecies and did not trust his arms too 
much ; our kinsman was for a time the last of the nadve chief- 
tains claiming princely rank in Wales ; but he showed then 
that he, with the Serem for his boundary and the mountains 
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at his back, had not forgotten in the wild hill top w what he 
learned as a student of law at Westminster, for he summoned 
a Parliament at Machynlleth in 1402, and having established 
a Chancellor, he provided himself also with a Great Seal, the 
mystic attributes of which instrument must have suited iiim 
exactly. I have had the wax impressitm in my hand at the 
Hotel de Soubise at Paris.' 

Our country, grasping thus at treaties beyond the sea, and 
with heaps of grey ashes* where church and house once stood, 
was but a war-wasted one at this time. Inquisitions were 
issued in the early years of King Henry IV. to find how he 
could recover lol. alleged to be due to the king from the 
estate of Sir David Hanmer, in respect of the arrears of the 
manor of Staunton in Shropshire, held by Sir David in King 
Richard's time, during the minority of Roger Mortimer, son 
of Edmund Elarl of March ; but the last return to these 
Inquisitions states, as the first did, that the Welsh rebels 
against the king had totally wasted and destroyed all the lands 
that the king had seized, which had been at the time of 
seizure in the hands of John de Hanmer, one of the sons of 
the aforesaid David ; this appears to have been the case as far 
on as the 8th Henry IV., a.d. 1407. 

In some of these tumults, or in the raid of Mowbray, 

^ 1 am fold there it another in the Vatican Library, but I know not to 
what it ia attached. 

' The shade of Owen Glyndwr might have said, if anybody had met 
with him afterwards in Purgatoiy : 

Know then that in the upper world I was 

Owen Glyndwr, who set to many a church 

The fire that makes it aahes, in cold heaps 

Quested about by snakes and mountain foi ; 

Where the priest stretched his arms to bless, they lie. 
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Duke of Norfolk, from Oswestry, later in the century, 
the old church at Hanmer was probably destroyed; the 
present one is of Tudor architecture, and was begun by 
Richard Hanmer in the reign of King Henry VII, Not 
long since, beneath the pavement near the entrance to the 
chancel, which was not built till the time of George I., we 
found two monuments of ancient days covered up with rubbish, 
and showing by their disturbed position that they no longer 
represented the funeral words, " Hie jacet," with which they 
were inscribed. One, with the figure and shield of a knight,' 
bore " Hie jacet David ap Madoc ap Ririd," in letters which 
unfortunately were"crumbled and much injured by a frosty 
night immediately afterwards. The other says, " Hie jacet 
Griffith ap lorwerth feel. Orate pro anima ejus:" which re- 
quest I, his remote descendant am glad to have brought 
again to the light of day. 

The abiding settlement, however, of the sons of John de 
Hanmer, and the long descent from two of them at Hanmer, 
and at the Fens, show sufficiently that he recovered and out- 
lasted the troubles of the wars of his brother-in-law. Obtain- 
ing his peace, as I have mentioned, 12th Henry IV,, a.d, 
I411, he made a settlement, sixteen years later, 6th Henry 
VI,, A.D. 1427, of his lands in the vills of Llysbedydd (Bct- 
tisfield), Iscoyd, and Bronington, and in the hamlet of Haul- 
ton in the said vill, and the vill of Halghton, and in Greding- 



> The anna on this shield do not correspond with the bearing of Phih'p 
Hanmer'a wife, who, according^ to the Welsh pedigrees, was of the same 
stock ; but 1 think at that time various members of a family gave different 
c^^izances. So with the Hebrew patriarchs in the book of Genesis : — 
"Naphtali is a hind let loose." "Dan diall be a serpent by the way, that 
bheth the horse's heels." "Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf," Ac, ftc. 
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ton, and of two mills, &c., &c., &c.' He was afterwards 
succeeded at Hanmer by his son Griffith,' who married Ela 

' He died two years aflerwards, in 1439, according to the MS. at 
Hengwrt, where he is called "gwyl saint," a generous religious man. 

* Griffith waH pardoned the year before by letters patent of Prince 
Henry, still in my possession. It will be seen that they include several 
other people, among them David, son of levan Hanmer, apparently a 
collateral relative, whom I cannot find in the pedigree, but possibly he is 
the one mentioned in William of Worcester's Chronicle as grandsire on 
the mother's side of Matthew Gough, a well-known soldier of the French 
wars of King Henry VI., whom Shakespeare brings on the stage, but only 
to be killed, as in fact he was, in Jack Cade's rebellion, a.d. 1450. 
" Ewenus paler Mathei Gough armigeri fuit ballivus manerii de Hanmer 
juxta Whitchurch in North Wales, et mater vocatur Hawys, et pater eju* 
id est avus Mathei Gough voqatur Davy Hanmer." — W. W. Chran. 

Letters Patent of Pardon for Rebellion wifb Henky IV. 
HenricuB illustris Regis Anglie et Francie primogenitus, Princeps 
Wallie, Dux Acquitanie, Lancastrie, et Comubie, et Comes Cestrie, locum 
tenens metuendissimi domini nostri Regis et patris in partibua Northwallie 
et Southwallie, omnibus ad quos presentes littere nostre pervenerint salu- 
tem. Sciatis quod nos auctoritale et potestate nobis per ipsum metuen- 
dissimum dominum nostrum Regem et patrem commissis suscepimus ad 
gratiam predicti domini nostri Regis et patris, Jenkin ap Jenkin canonicum 
de Bardesey, Cadogan ap Griffith,. (?ri^iiii jilium Jobannij Hanmer, David 
jUiunt levan Hanmer, LI. ap Madoc ap LI., Rys ap David ap Howell, 
Meredith ap David Vaghan, LI. ap Madoc, LI. ap Jenkin, David ap Wil- 
cock, Madoc ap Jenkin ap Madoc, Hoel Saer [aim pluribiis aliis in carta 
regid nominatis], et eb perdonavimus nomine ejusdem domini nostri regis 
et patris sectam pacis sue que ad ipsum dominum nostrum et patrem 
versus perfatos pertinet pro omnimodis proditionibus, insurrectionibus, 
rebellionibuB, incendiis, felon i is, adhesionibus, tranagressionibus, mes- 
prisonibus et malefactia quibuscunque per ipsos Jenkin, Cadogan, Griffith, 
David [tt alios} in partibus et marchiia Wallie ante hec tempore fadis sive 
perpetratis, unde appellati existerint Ac etiam utiagarie si que in ipsis 
hiis occasionibus fuerint, lirmam pacem ejusdem domini regis et patris eis 
bide concedimuB per presentes. Ita quod stent recle in curifi dicti domini 
nostri regis et patris, si qui versus eoa loqui voluerint de premissis vel 
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Dutton of Dutton in Cheshire ; at Haulton by his son John,' 
whose wife was Ankareta, daughter of Sir Thomas Barre, by 



aiiquo premissorum. In cujus rei teBtimonium has liUras noatras fieri 
fecimuB patentes. Datum sub sig^llo nostro apud Westmonaslerium duo- 
decimo die Julii anno regni dicti metuendiBsimi domini ct patris noitri 
regis Henrici quarti post Conquestum undecitno. 

Inrolulatum ad sessioneni tefl apud Flynt die post festum Beate Marie 
Virginia, anno regni Regis Henrici quarto post Conquestum undecimo. 

' John of Haulton made a feof&nent of his manor there, and of his 
lands in Bronington and Gredington and elsewhere in Maelor, dated at 
Haulton, on the Monday before the Feast of St. John Baptist, 27th 
Henry VI., 1448. One of the witnesses was of great distinction: " Hia 
testibus, Ric* le Strange Milite dno de Knokyn, Johanne Talbot milite filio 
et herede Johannia Comitis Salop', Ranulpho Brereton Arm', Griffino 
Kynsston Arm', Rogero Puleston Ann', Rico Vonge de Croxton, et multis 
aliis;" the second witness is "Young John Talbot," of Shakespeare's 
play, and of the field of Chatillon, where he fell with his father, 1453. 
John of Haulton's house was burned to the ground by John Duke of Nor- 
folk and Lord Powis, he having gone over to the Lancastrian side 7th 
January, 1463 ; afterwards, the same year, 4th Edw. IV., he submitted to 
that King, and swore allegiance to him at Blackmere. This occurrence 
is part of the news of one of the Paaton letters, dated at Holt Castle, 1st 
March, 1463. The writer gives business of the kind as the reason why 
the Duke of Norfolk stays so long in Wales. This John Hanmer was one 
of the persona who, 1st Edw. IV., were petitioned against in Parliament 
for holding Harlech Castle against the King, " to the use and behove of 
hym that he calleth his aoverayn lord Henry Sixl." (Rolls of Parliament, 
ToL V. p. 483.) "Shewen unto your grete wiadomes the pore tenaunts 
and commynes of the ground of North Wales that where many and divers 
of them have been daily taken prisoners and put to tine and ransome as it 
were in land of war, and many and divers of them daily robbed and spoiled 
of their goods and cattle by David ap levan ap Eynyon and many others 
of that kindred, and by John Hanmer, Morya ap David ap Griffith, and 

several others Pray that the said miadoers shall deliver up the 

Csstle of Harleigh, and render themselvea at the town of Caernarvon, on 
a day certain, or be attainted as traitora." John Hanmer of Haulton died 
Thursday, 16th March, 1480. Hengwrt MSS. 
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Alice,sister of JohnTalbot, the first Earl of Shrewsbury ; at the 
Fens by his son Edward, who married Margaret, daughter of 
Morys ap levan Gethyn of the line of Einion Evell, son of 
Madoc ap Meredith, Prince of Powis ; at Bettisfield by 
Richard, who married Joan Tudor, of Penmynydd. At 
Hanmer, Richard was the son of Griffith, and married 
Margaret Kynaston of Hordley, and their household coat on 
stiuned glass was long in a window of Hanmer Church, where 
I shall place it again, as I hope, this summer. Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, who was a Knight Banneret of the French journeys 
of King Henry VIII., was their son. 

At the Fens, Griffith' was the son of Eldward, and his wife 
was Margaret Lloyd of LJwyn-y-Maen, whose coat-armour 
was the Imperial eagle,' given to one of her ancestors by the 
Emperor for some feat of arms at Acre in the last Crusade : 
as I find in the curious (if incorrect) book of pedigrees by 
Reynolds of Oswestry. Their son was John or Jenkin Han- 
mer of the Fens, who married Margaret Dymock of Willing- 
ton ; she was lineally descended from David ap Madoc ap 
Ririd, whose monument ] have before mentioned. Richard 
before mentioned was the rebuilder of Hanmer Church, the 
stone for which was quarried near Threapwood, on the other 
side of the long windings of the Wych Valley. Notwith- 
standing this, he had a dispute, I do not find on what grounds, 

' Griffith Vychan Hanmer of Fens died 31st March, a.d. 150a 
HengwTt MSS., communicated by my iriend W. E. Wynne, Esq., their 
present owner. 

* Chaucer gives the Imperial blazon correctly, as it was borne by these 
Lloyds of Llyn-y-Maen, in the " Monk's Tale " — 

The feld of mow with the egle of blab therein. 
The terms, it is true, are not euctly heraldic. 
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with his cousin William of Haulton, about the nomination to 
riie vicarage, which was the subject of the following award, 
A.D. 1488, 4th Henry VII. : — 

Award of Sir William Stanlby,' Knt. K.G., between William 
and Richard Hammer. 
To all crysten people to whom this present wrytyng indented 
shall come, William Stanley, knt. Chambcrlayne to the King our 
sovereign lord, sendeth greeting: Where controversy and debate * 
late hath t>yn haddc and moved bctwcne William Hanmer, Esquier, 
of the one parte, and Richard Hanmer, Esqueir, of the oder parte, 
of and for the nomination to the Vicarage of the church of Hanmer, 
in the countie of Flynte, and for a dede of graunte of the nomination 
to the said vicarage, for the appeasynge whereof the said parties 
have submitted themselves, and cither of them is bounden to order 
to obey the awarde and judgment of me in the same ; Whereupon 
I, takynge upon me to awarde in that behalf, as well by the advycc 
of my counsel!, as by the assent and desyre of the same parties, 
awarde, ordayne, and dcmc of and upon the [H-emysses in the forme 
ensuynge (that is to say), that the said Richard shall name to the 
Abbot of Hamonde at this present avoydance of the said vycarage 
such a pryste and none oder as the said William shall appoynte and 
name to hym, except P. Morys late named by the said William to the 
tame ; and if the same pryste for any resonablc cause be refused by 
the Ordinarie in that behalf, that then the said Richard shall eftsoons 
name to the said Abbott such oder pryste as the said William shall 
appoynte and name to the said Richard, and so as ofte as nede shall 
be as for thys present avoydance only, unto the tyme one of the 
same prystes so appoynted and named by the said William be ad- 
myttcd, instituted, and inducted into the said church, and on thys I 
awarde and deme that the nomination of and to the said vycarage be 
grunted and made sure to the said Richard and to the hcyres of his 

> This was the well-known and hutoric Sir William Stanley of Botworth 
Field, beheaded in 1494, by King Henry VII., whom he had crowned 
there. The remains »r site of his Castle of Holt were purchased by the 
second Lord Kenyon, and belong now to his great grandson. 
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body comjrnge, and for de&ute of such heyres to remajrne or come 
to the said William and to the hcyres of his bodjr comynge, and for 
defaut of such issu to the right hcfres of John Hanmer, graDdfatber 
of the said Richard and William, in such forme and hy such way as 
shall be advysed by the counsel! of the same Richard and William, 
and that eyther of them cause his counseU to applye and do that in 
hym and his counsell is convenient and resonable to be done to the 
execution of the same, at the indySerent costes of the same Richard 
and William, and that the said grauntc and suretye thus made, the 
said William resonablye required shall delyver to the said Richard 
a dede of grauntc of the said nomination made by the predecessors 
of the Abbot of Hamondc to John Hanmer, auncestor of the said 
Richard and William : In witness whereof to the one part of this my 
present awarde indented remayning with the said Richard, as well 
the said Richard as the said William Hanmer have put their seales, 
and to the oder part of the same awarde indented remayning with 
the said William Hanmer, as well the said William as the same 
Richard have put their seales the last day of November the iiij year 
of the reyne of Kyngc Henry the vij*. 

William Hanmer, mentioned in this agreement, died, ac- 
cording to the Hengwrt MSS., on the last day of January, 
1490, and was buried at Gresford ; his estate of Llay was in 
that parish. He was the son of John of Haulton, descended by 
his mother Ankarcta Barre and his grandmother Alice Talbot 
through Stranges and Fitzalans, and Henry and Edmond, 
Earls of Lancaster, from King Henry III. and his queen 
Elleanor of Provence : all of which, though it comes to mc 
from the Heralds' Office, I do not mention for the sake of 
numbering royal progenitors, but rather for that of the 
Provencal poets, and the forefathers of Queen Eleanor.' She 

1 The line ofJohnofHaulton fell into our existing one by the marriage 
of Katherine Puleaton, descended from Jane Hanmer of Haulton, with 
Thomai Hanmer of the Feu, 1621. 
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was one of those four daughters of Raymond Berenger whom 
Dante mentions, and how each became a Queen : — 

Quftttro figlie ebbe e cUscuna regina 
Ramondo Bcrlinghieri, e ci& gli fece 
Romeo perBona umile e peregrioa. 

Par. canto 6. 

The children of Richard Hanmer, the other party to this 
arbitration and agreement, and Margaret Kynaston his wife, 
had the like descent, but through another line; she was fifth 
in descent from Joan Plantagenet^' mother of King Richard 
II., by her marriage with Sir Thomas Holland. We reverted 
to the name of Eleanor in those days. In the next generation 
Eleanor Hanmer, granddaughter of Richard Hanmer, was 
contracted in her childhood to be married at age of consent to 
William, eldest son of Jenkin Hanmer of the Fens, and from 
this marriage we who are now living are lineally descended. 
She was daughter of the first of the numerous Sir Thomas's 
in our family ; he was knighted by King Henry VIII. at 
Terouenne. 

The following is part of the contract which this Sir 
Thomas, who seems to have been of a patriarchal turn of 



' Joan Plantagenet, Countess of Kent, daughter of Edmund, Earl of 
Kent, son of King Edward I., married, before the Black Prince, Sir Thomas 
Holland, K.G. Her daughter Eleanor married Edward Charlton, Lord 
Powis ; Joan Charlton married Sir John Grey ; Henry Grey Lord Tanker- 
ville married Antigone, a daughter of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester ; 
Lady Elizabeth Grey married Sir Roger Kynaston ; Margaret Kynaston 
married Richard Hanmer of Hanmer, through whom our existing pedigree 
proceeds. This Margaret Kynaston was sister of Humphrey Kynaston the 
Wild, a kind of moss-trooper and outlaw, of whom many legends more or 
less authentic are yet told in Shropshire. The place where he latterly 
sheltered himself at Nesscliff is shown as Kynaston's Cave. 
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mind, made for the marriage of his daughter, or one of her 
sisters if she should fiul, with their kinsfolk at the Fens, in- 
cluding, if William should fail, his next and other brothers : — 

Extract from Indenture ctnceming the marriage of William 
Hanmer, ton and heir a/" Jenkin Hanher, Esq^, of the Fens, with 
Eleanor, daughter of Sir Thomas Hanmer, ofHamnery Knt., 
14/A Octr. nth Henry fill. 

This Indenture, made the fourteenth dsiy of October, in the 
eleventh year of the reign of King Henry the Eighth, between 
Thomas Hanmer, Knight) upon the one part, and Jenkyn Hanmer, 
Esquire, of the other part, Witnesseth that the said Jenlcin is agreed, 
covenanteth, and granteth by these presents unto the said Sir Thomas, 
that William Hanmer, son and heir apparent of the said Jenkin, 
shall marye and take to trife Eleanor daughter of the said Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, before the feast of Pentecoste which shall be in the year of 
our Lord God a thousand five hundred and four and twenty, at the 
reasonable request and appointment of the said Str Thomas, if the 
said Eleanor thereunto will agree, and the law of Holy Church will 
it suffer ; and in like wise the said Sir Thomas Hanmer covenanteth 
and promiseth by these presents that the said Eleanor shall marry 
and uke to husband the said William before the said feast of Pente- 
cost, as is above rehearsed, if the said William thereunto will agree, 
and the law of Holy Church will it suffer. Also the said Jenkyn is 
agreed and granteth by these presents that if the said Eleanor happen 
to decease before marriage between the said William and the said 
Eleanor had, that then the said William or another his son and heir 
apparent if he any such shall have, if the said William be deceased, 
shall marry and take to wife Jane an other daughter of the said Sir 
Thomas, and if it fortune the said Jane to decease before marriage 
between her and the said William, or any other son and heir ap- 
parentof the said Jenkyn had,that then the said William or an other son 
and heir apparent of the said Jenkin, if he any such shall have, shall 
marry and take to wife Katherine daughter of the said Sir Thomas, at 
his reasonable appointment and request if the said Katherine be not 
married and will there to assent, and the law of Holy Church will it 
suffer, and so of any other son and heir apparent of the said Jenkyn, 
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and any other dai^hter of the said Sir Thomas unmarried, until the 
state of nutrimony amongst them be perfectly accomplished and take 
effect. And also the said parties be agreed and grant by these presents, 
cither to other, that they shall cause their said children to consent 
and agree to the said matrimony at their lawful age, ttc. &c. &c. 

All the lands of Jenkin Hanmer in England or Wales or 
the Marches of Wales were settled on this marriage. 

It was the manner of those days to keep bards about a 
hall, perhaps to send the guests to sleep at night with their 
songs. Sir Thomas appears to have had one who addressed 
to him some verses of which I have found among ray papers 
a translation by a distinguished Welsh scholar, and, on account 
of some local allusions, I was inclined to reprint them here ; 
but on the whole I think their Welsh utterance, which is very 
pompous and may be left to itself, suits them better than a 
Saxon one^ and a few lines of the bard's in English, in praise 
of the hospitality of his patron, will be quite sufficient : — 

Your will is still to excel, knight of a brave discretion ; 
Three ages your name has been loved, and still it upholds the countty; 
The wise man makes resort, and the simple, aye to your dwelling. 
You have built there a houte, it stands at the point of a dingle, 
It is an eagle's nest, the walls of the house of Ririd. 
Tlte poor man knows m his heart if it be close or open ; 
Gates there are, but gates that know not the hand of a porter, 
&c. &c &c. &c. 

The original may be regarded as one proof that Welsh 
was commonly understood in our parish as late as ^e time of 
King Henry VIII. The house which Sir Thomas built was 
battered down in the civil wars of Charles I., when every 
place which had garden wall and courtyards was liable to be 
held as a position.' Another was afterwards built on the 

^ This is an intelligible reason why so many gentlemen's houses which 
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same site, which I took down myself, turning the offices into 
a farm, not seeing the use of having two manor-hoiises at 
Bettis6eld and at Harnncr in sight of each other. Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, who had been distinguished by the favour of King 
Henry in the field id France, was one day disturbed by find- ■ 
ing himself run in the suspicion of his sovereign upoif the 
following formidable communication: — 

Acts of Privy Council, 33 Hen. fill; I5.4-*' 

Upon certaync informations exhibited ageynst S'. Thomas Han- 
mer, knight, a letter was directed to the President of the CownscU ' 
in the marches of Wales for the triall of the truth thereof, with 
comawndcment th&t in case th'information sholde be fownde trcw, he 
sholde apprehende him, and sende him uppe to the Counscll. 

And in case the matter sholde be foundc forgid, yett for dis- 
obeying a precept the sayde Hanmer had to apperc here, the sayde 
President sholde take sureties of him, for his appearance, the first 
day of next terme. 

At Westminster, 2+th February, 1542 (33 Henry VIII.) : — 

S^ Thomas Hanmer, knight, having bene accused of sondry 
things, whereofF soom war no less than high treason, for that itt 

were not embattled, and not even built of stone, are mentioned in the 
records of the Civil War as held for King or Parliament. The story of 
the battle of Waterloo shows what use waa made at Hougoumont of the 
same sort of place, even against the armamentB of that period. 

' Rowland Lee, Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, was at this time 
President of the March, and the fourth who had held that ofHce since the 
time of its institution by King Henry Vlt. A.n. 1503. He was President 
from 1535 to 1543, when, as I find in vol. iii. of Mr. Gough Nichols's 
" Herald and Genealogist," he died, and was buried at Shrewsbury. Mr. 
Froude attributes to htm a great part in the pacification of the Marches ; 
one of his most active agents, not to say delators, is said to have been one 
Walker, priest of Frees, on the other side of the Fens, and of Whixall 
Mots. 
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both appered the same to have been committed rather \>j ignorance 
than malice, and yett before the general pardon, was, after a good 
exhortation, discharged. 

Thus it appears that we did not escape the surveillance of 
King Henry VIII. ; but though more than one act of his 
Highness's Grace may have evoked speeches in country 
houses capable of unfavourable representation unless ex- 
plained, he was not hard on Welshmen. His pacification of 
Wales occurred without any trouble in Hanmer, though it 
was in sight of the troubled borders of Chirkland. 

Three years afterwards, 10th Feb. 1545, this Sir Thomas 
Hanmer died, as I find it stated in the pedigree drawn up 
with much research and particularity by John Charles Brooke, 
Somerset Herald, in my grandfether's time. He married 
twice ; his first wife, from whose daughter we descend, was 
Jane, daughter of Sir Randall Brereton of Malpas, Knt. ; the 
second, who left no issue, was Matilda, daughter of Sir Piers 
Newton, JCnt. By the first his son and successor was Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, knighted at Musselburgh in Scotland. 
He married Katherinc Saltier' of Oswestry, a very consider- 
able hdress.* With him we may pass into the comfortable 
region of parish registers, where his death, as I shall after- 
wards note, is recorded in 1583. 

We did not profit by the spoils of the religious houses, as 



' I have lately found the contracts for each of these marriages, framed 
like that of William and Eleanor Hanmer, already ^ven ; that with Jane 
Brereton is dated 7th November, 5th King Henry VII., referring to a 
previous contract in i^%6, the first year of the kingi the other, with 
Margaret Sahier, bears date 15th April, 1518 (9th King Henry VIIL). 

* Her estate evaporated in Charles the First's civil war. 
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many did, bishops included,* holding out lay hands. Such of 
the possessions of the Abbey of Haughmond as came to us 
were bought in the market from the grantees, and, except the 
rectorial tithes of the parish, held by that house since the 
time of King Henry III., they were of small account. The 
monks had a rectorial house in the meadow below the hank 
on which the present larm of Hanmer Hall stands ;* and in 
Bronington there are some lands called the Abbey Field. A 
tradition also connects with monks of some sort the wild 
ground called the Usk Bank, on the borders of the Fens 
Moss ; and, if that were so, it is likely that part of thetr 
business was to tend the cattle pasturing in the wood. I have 
seen some thus occupied before now among the hills )n Italy. 
The parish registers, however they may have been kept at 
first, disappeared like others in the grim reign of Queen Mary. 
I do not know how we accommodated ourselves to the new 
state of things which they represented, nor whether the trea- 
son imputed to old Sir Thomas had anything to do with 
doubts about the king's supremacy. The existing registers 



1 I pOMesa a deed by which the then Bishop of Lichfield makes Sir 
Thomaa Huimer, Kut., John Hanmer, Esq., and Thomas Kynaston, gentle- 
man, trustees for himself %nd his heirs of a large grant of abbey and 
convent lands ; among them those of the Augustine Friars at Stafibrd. 

* I find it mentioned in a memorandum, sih January, 1614, caused by 
a dispute about the site of the ancient rectory between the families of 
Hanmer and the Fens, each of which had purchased it, that many years 
before Sir Thomas Hanmer lent the house to one Randolph PhiUlps, priest, 
vicar of Hanmer, which occasioned the meadow where it stands to be 
called the Vicarage Meadow ; and that it never belonged to the vicar, but 
he was tenant thereunto under Sir Thomas Hanmer. Afterwards Sir 
Thomas gave the materials of the house to his brother John Hanmer of 
Bradenheath, who pulled it down and built with it on his own land Sir 
Thomaa bought it about the beginning of Queen Elizabeth. 
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were all carefully rebound a few years since, and begin 
with us in 1563, the 5th year of Elizabeth, when William 
Hanmer, grandson of William and Eleanor already mentioned, 
and who was afterwards Sir William of the Fens, was chris- 
tened, and among the entries afterwards, in 1 570, is the 
burial of old William Hanmer of the Fens, his grandfather, 
and in 1583 of his brother-in-law. Sir Thomas Hanmer, each 
of them mentioned as " worthy gentlemen, the succour and 
comfort of the countrye." This second Sir Thomas, whom 
I call of Musselborough Field,' to distinguish him among 
the others, was born, according to the Hengwrt MSS., which 
arc in the handwriting of Griffith Hiraethog, on the Feast of 
St Bride, 1526.' In 1589, William Hanmer of the Fens, 
son of the first-named William, " was worshipfully buried," 
and in 1599 Eleanor his mother, surviving him ten years, 
was buried 7th July. This was Eleanor, daughter of the 
first Sir Thomas, and it seems likely that, if her marriage 
contract in 1519, nth Henry VIII., was made when she was 
towards ten years old, she must, at her death in 1599, have 
been about the age of ninety ; one more year would have 
brought her into the seventeenth century, which has so many 
visible links with modern times. She seems thus, especially 
as we are lineally descended from her, to stand in the centre 



' He was knigrhted at that fight, as 1 have previously mentioned. 

' He followed the fashion of his father and of the time in making 
raarriage-contractB in the childhood of his daughters. One of them, dated 
lOth October, 1551, for the future marriage of Roger Puleston to his 
daughter Maud, lies before me ; a consideration ig expressed, ad extin- 
gutndas Hits tt confcnttoncs itder utriusque partia familias ; the marriage 
took place in 1 556, under a dispensation from Cardinal Pole, because the 
contract was made before Queen Mary's reign, in time of schism. 
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of the pedigree like the figure of a lady of the land over 
the gateway of some ancient tower. 

In 1 604 Sir John Hanmer, Knt., one of my predecessors 
in the representation of Flint, was, after the way of those 
times, " worshipfully buried." His wife was Jane Salusbury 
of Ueweny. I have one or two books with his signature, 
particularly a very good Philip de Comines. He appears to 
have been more concerned with what we incline to think the 
common enemy, the rabbit, than might have been the case if 
he had belonged to the parliaments of Queen Victoria, and 
heard the speeches and motions of Scotch members. Though 
on good terms with his wife's nephew (addressed in the note 
below), he was not with her ; the lady^ who survived him 
several years, lived long, separately, at Okenholt. 

Lbttsr from Sir John Hanhbr, JSTnf., M.P./or FUnt, to hit 
ntphno John Salusbury, of LUweny. 

With the remembrance of my very hearty commendations both 
to yourself and to my good niece your consort : When you wrote 
unto me that you could not serve my turn with conies at Christmas 
last, and withal prayed me to help you to a warrcner to keep your 
warren of conies, who should as occasion served to help me to 
conies as well as yourself. Now having inquired abroad, I have 
found out a neighbour's son of mine own Chat I hope will serve 
your turn, and pleasure your friends as you shall direct, whom I 
have now sent unto you to see what entertainment you will gjve 
him, and what shall be committed to his charge. So, hoping you 
will deal with him, leave you to God. 

Hanmer, of February this third 1597. 

Y' very assured uncle, 

Jo. Hanmbr. 

Following the pages of the register, and doing no more 
than extract the representative names, I come to the burial 
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of the third Sir Thomas Hanmer, Knt, 21st April, 1619. 
He was sop of Sir John last mentioned and was mem- 
ber for Flintshire, and one of the Council of the Welsh 
March under Lord Gjmpton, the President, in relation to 
which capacity his arms were long painted on one of the 
walls at Ludlow.' He was one of the gentlemen sent 
with the Earl of Derby to France in 1585 to invest King 
Henry III. with the Order of the Garter, and the por- 
trait of that earl is still at Betdsfie!d.' His wives were 
Anne Talbot of Grafton, whose only daughter Katherine 
died unmarried, and Katherine Mostyn, of Mostyn, whose 
son Sir John was made a baronet by King James the next 
year after his father's death in 1620. Of his second marriage 
he also had two other sons, Roger of Gredington, hereafter 
mentioned, and Thomas ; the latter appears at one time to 
have held a tenement near the Brookhouse in Hanmer which 
I pulled down last year, and then found an account of his 
bailiff, A.D. 1644, containing among other things charges for 
hop-picking ; there are many hops growing at present in the 
hedges near there. 

In the time of this third Sir Thomas there was a riot in the 
neighbouring township of Lineal,' not the first — in another a 
chapel was pulled down, and the bell was thrown into the 



* He died, according' to an entry in the Heralds' Office, 18th April, 
1619, and was buried in his own chapel in Hanmer Church. The brief 
interval between his death and burial perhaps indicates some prevalent 
and dangerous disorder at the time. 

* This picture sometimes suggests to me how many historic events, 
without any local history of their adventures, the inhabitants of ancient 
walls auch as these have seen. 

* Lineal is a border corruption of Llynhir. 
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Mere, where, on windy nights and when the moon is fall, it 
is said even now to give a low troubled sound out of the 
water among the belts of trees. 

The Puritan spirit was banning to stir in those days, 
and the place newly belonged to no unimportant personage, 
for the owner was Lord Chancellor Ellesmere, then in the 
course of acquiring that great estate in Shropshire, upon 
which, including perhaps the original establishment of the 
Shropshire Down' sheep, more improvements have been made 
than on any property in the district. 

I find the following note of inquiry from the Lord Chan- 
cellor to his loving friends Sir Thomas Hanmer, Knt., and 
Roger Puleston, Esq., upon the Lineal riot : — 

LETTER/rirm LoRD Chancellor Ellesmere ta Sir Thomas 
Hanmbr, Kmt., and Roger Puleston, Esq^ 

After my hearty commendations I give you thanks for the great 
pains you have taken to find out the contrivers and moven of the 
night riot and disorders at Lyneall. I find your persuasions and 
endeavours have been such as, if the offenders were not too wilful 
and obstinate in their resolution to conceal the procurers, you might 
have effected that discovery I desire ; But, since they continue in 
their stubborn and contemptuous silence as that they make choice 
rather to endure their own harm than to make the same known, I 
have no cause to pity or hvoat them that will not pity themselves. 
I never desired their trouble or chains, and I am sorry for that 
which they have already sustained ; and for the indosure itself I 
regard it not, and therefore am not in any way moved with that 
which is done for the repairing and replanting of it. The thing I 
seek is to know the procurers, which concemeth me nearer than the 

' The Shropshire Downs come originally of a mixed race of South 
Downs and the local breeds ; the former were very much brought into the 
district by one of the Earls of Bridgewater. 
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value of the thing. I am willing to remit the offence of the actors 
so as they will make known the procurers and plotters, but without 
that I cannot be satisfied. The preparing and plotting of the out- 
rage to be done at two several times in the night season, with such 
number and multitude of men and women, some disguised, and a 
set hour for their meeting, with many other circumstances, could 
not be without some special person or deviser and setter of it If 
the author will declare it I will remit all, and there shall be no 
farther proceeding against the authors or procurers, but I will accept 
the revealing of the procurers and devisers as a sufficient satisfaction^ 
and so that being once done there shall no more be done : to know 
it only shall suffice. If that cannot be effected by your further tra- 
vail, which I pray you once again to undertake^ then I would have 
you to let the actors know that the cause against them is peremp- 
torily to be heard the next term, which I doubt will be too heavy 
for them, and they may easily redeem it and deliver themselves by 
teHing the truth. The care I have of them makes me thus to trouble 
you, and how much it importeth me to know the truth hereof, 
though I mean not to seek revenge^ I leave to your good considera- 
tions, and so betake you to God, 

And rest your very loving friend, 
T. Ellbsmbre, Can. 
From York House, 12 Aug. 16 13. 

In 1620, Death, whose icy feet had beat the year before 
at Hanmer, again visited at Fens Halt,' summoning this 
time Sir William Hanmer, Knt., grandson of William and 



> In 1620, William Hanmer of Bettisfield, the last of the desccndanta 
of Richard Hanmer, younger grandson of Sir David, who was settled at 
that place, died and was buried at Hanmer on the 1st of July, leaving no 
children by his wife Winifred Clive, of Styche, to whom'he was married 
in 1596, at our parish church. He had an elder brother Anthony, who 
died and was buried at Hanmer in 1 6 1 5 ; and his widow, who was Susan 
Clive, sister of Winifred, in like manner is entered in the register ten years 
later, 1 ith February, 1625. They alao had no children. Another brother, 
John, left Flintshire and was of Boroughbridge, in Yorkshire 1 he had two 
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EUeanor, whose christening, as " William Hanmer, son of 
William Hanmer of Fens, Esq., and of Margaret (his wife), 
daughter of David Kynaston of Crickheth," is recorded 20th 

daughters, who are mentioned in the Painted Book at Wynnstay, but 1 
forget the particulars about them. There was a Roger Hanmer, their 
cousin, who appears to have settled at Marton, in Middle parish, in 
Shropshire ; and to the same parish, according to Mr. Richard Gough, 
its historian, came afterwards some people who endeavoured falsely to 
attach themselves to the name and kindred of Anthony Hanmer, as to 
whom a letter in the Harleian MSS. No. 1971-31, remarkably tallies with 
Mr. Cough's account He says in his curious book, which describes the 
parish of Middle house by house : — 

" One John Ellis, a butcher, who came from Hanmer, in Flintshire, 
into this parish, dwelt in a cottage on the south side of Middle Wood ; 
because he came from Hanmer, he was called Ellis of Hanmer, and both 
in the court rolls and in the pari^ re^ster he is named John Ellis aUtu 

Hanmer. He had three sons, Richard, Thomas, and Abraham 

Thomas was brought up to be a good English scholar, and then 
kept a petty school at Shawbury. Mr. Wood, who waa then Vicar of 
Shawbury, and parson of Cound, employed him to read service at Shaw- 
bury when he was at Cound. He had a son whom he brought up to 
be a scholar 1 he was sent to Oson, add at last made doctor of divinity, 
and married a wife, whose maiden name was Eddowes, of a good family 
in Cheshire; he was parson of Marchwiel, near Wrexham, a good benefice, 
and was a good preacher, but lived a troublesome Ufe, being always at war 
with his parishioners ; he died at Marchwiel." 

There is an account of Richard and Abraham in the booli ; quoting 
from memory I think the former was engaged in some ironworks on the 
river Roden, whence such industry has long departed. The name of the 
rector of Marchwiel appears by the following letter from himself to Randle 
Holmes, the herald of Chester, in the Harleian MSS., to have been Joseph. 

" SiH, — Thib is the third time I have been looking for you ; my busi- 
ness is to desire your assistance in the tnfering tny deieent from the bouse 
of Hanttttr. Hanmer of Marton, in the county of Salop, descended from 
Anthony Hanmer, a younger brother of that family. My ancestors of 
Middle, in the same parish, claim under them : a particular account 1 
cannot give you — but this 1 know, that my father was a clergyman, and 
married a Lesley, of a Scottish extract ; his son Thomas married a daughter 
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March, 1563, and whose marriage to EJeanour Dymock, 
24th Sept. 1581, is in the same register. I find this latter 
lady mentioned in the pedigree as buried at Hanmer in 
1 599> but I have correctly attributed the entry to her prede- 
cessor the earlier £lleanor ; for a servant to " my lady Hanmer 
of the Fens," who could be no other than Sr William's wife, 
is inscribed among the burials eighteen years later, in 1617, 
and this appears to be evidence that her mistress was living 
about that time. 

There were, till within a few years, some cottagers of 
mine in Bronington, and indeed their grandchildren live still 
upmn the spot, who often told me they were descended from 
one of Sir William's servants, and of some wonderful journey 
to London that he made, having been a running footman. 
They had some little household eflects of that time among 
their stores, and were good examples of what the peasantry 
of this district show themselves to be, when, as is usually the 
case, they live with a few cows and crofts in contented and 
happy circumstances. Occasionally, if any fields are to be 



of Parson Cloudy, of thia city ; 1 married a daughter of Ralph Eddowea, 
gent., and aiater to John Eddowes, of London, Esq. ; my younger brother, 
Mr. Samuel Hanmer, married Dorothy Legh, a daughter of Eaquire Legh 
of Booties in this county ; my aister Mary Hanmer married George Bently, 
the son of Hugh Bently of Hadly, in this county. I am a doctor of 
divinity, and have an estate of £tso a-year, and a good hall house upon 
it, and am rector of Marebmel, in the county of Denbigh. What lawful 
favour you show herein shall be acknowledged by, 

" Sir, your friend and servant, 

" JosEPB Hammer, Cheater." 

Some people making similar pretences to those of this rector, but with 
aims not very well defined, start up now and then in these days like the 
wind upon a hill. 
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sold, they prove able to become freeholders.' Yet, even 
then they desire to renum where they dwelt before, and 
independence only gives a new basis to their natural courtesy. 
I must say I hope the time is yet far distant when small 
holdings of old tenants will be improved from off the face of 
the land. It is quite unnecessary to abolish them, even on 
pretence of advanced ^iculture. A field of eight acres pro- 
perly prepared may be cultivated readily by steam ; and in 
these days of drought a moderate inclosure, covered with 
deeply-rooted forage plants, may be worth a lai^e extent of 
impoverished and idle grasses. The swallows remember the 
eaves where they were bred, and come back there in the April 
days for the summer that is to come ; and we should not be 
less than these poor little birds In our power of blending the 
former and the future. Aristophanes tells us, however, that 
we are less, and that wisdom resides in birds.* "Ask now 



* I observe, in con-verging with the common people, their peculiar but 
almost always correct use of words. A cottager, whose neighbour had a 
grey parrot, described it to me as " an ancient bird ;" she did not mean 
an old one, nor knew that parrots were long-lived ; certainly she had 
never heard of the one which Humboldt saw in South America, the sole 
depositary of some word* of the language of an extinct Indian tribe. She 
meant antique or antic, in the sense of some fantastic thing ; and the 
parrot, in fact, turning about its perch and whistling, was then performing 
by itself the parts of all the witches in Macbeth, where the First Witch 
(set iv.) says to her sisters — 

"I'll charm the air to give a sound. 
While you perform your antique round." 

* See the chorus of Birds from the Greek comedy in the excellent 
French translation of M. Eugene Falloux, 1865. It is the only one in 
which I could ever understand the spirit of the original. 

" Mortels infortun^s qu'on appelle des hommes, 
Et qui ne ressemblez qu'aux songes paaaagers, 
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the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee," is what we may 
also read, upon better authority, in the Book of Job. At all 
events I think we may say that as we are glad to see the birds 
returning in their season, and to hear the woods resound with 
their voices, as they did when " The Song of the Cuckoo " 
was written by Llywarch Hen, we should be pleased with the 
continuance and renewal of old names and neighbours among 
us. What is the Irish Land Bill but a raucous and Sibylline 
remonstrance against an opposite state of things ? 

The new generations of the family which began succession 
nearly together at Hanmer and the Fens in i6 19-20 enjoyed 
it but a short time. In 1621 William, .the eldest son of Sir 
William, and the fourth, one after another, of that name, 
died without descendants at his house at Cricketh, leaving his 
place to be occupied by his brother Thomas of the Fens, who 
was married to Katherine Puleston' the same year. Their 



Ecoutez ce dJBCours, apprenez qui nous somines; 
Immortels, ^temela, & la terre Strangers, 
Libres enfans des airs, toujours beaux de jeunesse, 
Sur rhnmense infini fixani toujours les yeux, 
Nous vous r^^lerona la celeste gagcMe, 
L'eaaence dei oiseaux, I'on'gine dea dieux." 

' Katherine Puleston, though she waa a younger daughter, brought 
the manor of Moreton Say, near Drayton, into the family, and we held it 
for many years. Her descent from John Hanmer of Haulton (see p. 39) 
and his wife Ankarela Barre was thus ; — 

William Hanmer^Eliz. Egerton, of Wrinehill. 



Sir Edward Hanmer, Knt., ob. s.p. jane his aister=Sir Roger Puleston 
of Emral, Knt. Tlieir son. Sir Edward Puleston, Knt., married Ermine, 
daughter of Richard Hanmer of Hanmer, whose son Roger married Anne 
Grosvenor of Eaton, whose son Thomas married Mary Boatock of Moreton 
Say,^ descended from the line of Sir Warren Bostocb and hii wife Hawys, 
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son William, whose life brings us to the near side of the 
Civil War, was christened in 1622 ; and in 1624 this Thomas 
Hanmer, then some thirty-four years old (christened at Han- 
mer 1590), died. The same year also, 29th of June, 22nd 
King James I., and nearly at the same age, died Sir John 
Hanmer, Baronet, of the creation of King James, son of 
the third Sir Thomas. He appears, though in so short a 
life, to have had a good deal of local reputation. He was 
member for Flintshire, one of the Council of the Marches,' 
and a leader of the Puritan party, which connection, I think, 
would have placed him rather on the side of Fairfax than of 
Prince Rupert, had he lived till the troubles of Charles I. 
broke out, and the most righteous standard that ever was 
raised in England was nused upon the Parliament's side. 
His wife was Dorothy Trevor of Trevallyn, by whom his 
eldest son was Sir Thomas Hanmer. He had also two other 
sons who died young, unmarried ; one of them, John, was lolled 
in the fight at LJttle Dean, in Gloucestershire, in the Civil War.' 
A decree in Chancery concerning some unsettled aflfairs in 
1634 between this Sir Thomas Hanmer and his mother 
describes her as Dorothy Lady Hanmer of Bettisfield, and her 



daughter of Hugh Kyvelioc, Earl of Chester. Katherine Puleaton was 
the youngest dau^ter of ThomaB, who waa of Lightwood Hall, and his 
wife Mary. 

' In this capacity his arms, as well at those of his father, were in the 
Council Chamber at Ludlow, which ia mentioned in Mr. Clive's book on 
the history of that town, the former capital of the March, and still, I think, 
one of the most beautiful country towm in England. Lord Macaulay in 
his third chapter calls Shrewsbury the capital of the March, which it 

* His death seems to be adverted to in the letter of Roger Jones to 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, 7th June, 1643. 
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pottnttt is Still in the house, which she afterwards gave up to 
her sotij and went to live at Haulton, being then tts last in- 
faabitatit, for it was pulled down after her time.* A planta- 
tion of oaks which I made inside the moat, and the moat 
itself, alone mark the site ; hard by are the grass-grown traces 
of what came to be called *' The Old Lane," which was turned 
in that part, but the "Old Lane" was the Roman Ur-Iconium 
and Deva road. Sir Edward Hanmer of this place, son of 
William, mentioned in the arbitration about the vicarage by 
Sir William Stanley^ went in his time to Italy, and was in the 
condottieri service of the Medici family at Florence, and was 
knighted by some of them in the local Italian wars. Sir John 
Hanmer 's will is dated 14th June, 1624, but a few days before 
his death, and part of it may be given as a record of the feel- 
ings and opinions of that time about the feudal laws. The 
Bishop of St. Asaph, his cousin and namesake, mentioned in 
it, was descended from a. younger brother of several genera- 
tions back, and settled, where the bishop lies buried now, in 
the Shropshire parish of Sellattyn. 

The follomng inscription, not now visible, for I believe it 
is covered by the boarded floor of a pew, is given by Mr. 
Browne Willis as having been placed to his memory : — 

" Inter paternos cineres sepultus jacet praestanttssimus olitn Vir 
Johannes Episcopus Assavensit, qui cum quinquennium in Episco^ 
patu sumina cum pietate necnon incomparabili assiduitate profuisset 
pie et fclicitcr obiit 23 Junii 1629, setatis sux 55." 

This John Hanmer was the forty-fifth Bishop of St. 
Asaph. 



' She died in 1656, and wai buried, Nov. 14th, at Hanmer. 
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Extract Jrom the Tf^ill of StR John Hammer, Barotet, M.P. for 
Flintshire. 
In the Name of God, Amen. The fourteenth day of June, 
1624, Anno Jacob! Angtise, &c., yicesimo secundo, I, S' John 
Hanmer, of Hanmer, in the County of Flint, Baronet, being sickly 
and weak and feeble in my body, yet of good and perfect memory, 
I praise God for it, do make and ordain this my last Will and Testa- 
ment, in manner and form following. First I recommend my soul 
into the hands of Almighty God, my Maker, and my body to be 
buried in the daytime, without any vain pomp or solemnity, in the 
Parish Church of Hanmer, towards the reparation whereof I be- 
queath five marks. Item, to the Poor of the same Parish I give ten 
pounds. Item, 1 give and bequeath to Thomas Hanmer, my Son 
and heir, these parcels of plate, videh one Silver Bason and Ewer 
Parcel gilt, two Silver Flagons, one double Gilt Bowl with a cover, 
one double g^lt Salt, one dozen of Gilt Spoons, and a new little 
Silver Can ; moreover, I give and bequeath unto him all Bedsteads, 
Tables, Forms, Livery Cupboards, Presses, Grates, and Chimney 
Plates which now remain in the Hall of Hanmer, the same and the 
Plate to continue as heirlooms to the house of Hanmer. Item, I 
gjve and bequeath unto him my Dunn Mare and my Grey Filly and 
my Velvet Saddle. Item, I give him a Trunk marked with bis 
name, with all such things as are now lock'd up in it, which I desire 
his Mother to deliver him. Item, I ^ve him all my Books now 
remaining in my Study, and all my Latin Books, Law Books, and 
Statute Books whatsoever. Item, I give him all the Armour now 
remaining or appertaining to my house. Item, I do bequeath, com- 
mit, and commend my said Son and heir during his minority and 
tender years to the tuition, care, and protection of my right worthy 
and trusty good Cousins, The Reverend Father in God John Lord 
Bishop of S| Asaph, S' Rc^er Mostyn, S' John Trevor, and S* 
Thomas Trevor, knights, and of Dame Dorothy my Wife during 
her Widowhood, only charging my Son hereby to be ruled by them, 
and to use their aid and best advice in matching of himself; and 
though I know of no cause or tenure to draw my Son in Ward, yet, 
lest his Minority might invite Men to attempt it in this prying and 
eagle-lighted age, I do hereby desire my said worthy Cousins to 
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examine well that point, and> if the^ shall find instant cause of 
Wardship, then they to become Suitors to his Majesty for a Grant 
unto them of the same ; I mean both body and Lands, which I 
desire may be wholly converted and employed to and for the only 
good of my Son and heir, and to procure the same at his charge. 
And I do hereby humbly implore his Royal Majesty (whom I pray 
God long to bless with all happiness) to be graciously pleased to this 
my humble desire, and if upon strict examination my said worthy 
Cousins do find or conceive not just cause of Wardship, and that, 
nevertheless, some attempt shall be made to the contrary, I do hereby 
desire them to resist all such attempts, and do authorize them 
hereby to retain any of the issues and profits of my lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments or otherwise, out of the price and value of my 
lands in Mountgomyshire (which I have appointed to be sold), to 
maintain and defend my said Son therein. I give and bequeath to 
Dame Dorothy my wife my Coach, with the furniture thereof, and 
my two Grey Mares, and the rest of my Silver Plate not hereby 
before bequeathed to my Son. Item, I give and bequeath to my 
wife and my Son Thomas all the beddings and furniture of my 
House herein not before bequeathed, to be equally divided amongst 
them, and my wife to have the occupation as well of all the Plate 
bequeathed to my Son as of pte of the said Furniture during his 
Minority, that is, until fae attain his full age of one and twenty 
years. Item, I bequeath to my wife all my Oxen and Cows except 
one of the old fcyne, which I give to Thomas Roe, my Servant. 
Item, I give and bequeath to my Feoffees in trust, viz.: the Bishop 
of S' Asaph, S' John Trevor, S' Roger Mostyn, and S' Thomas 
Trevor, Knights, and Humphrey Dymocke, £sq^, the Lease I 
have of Tythe of Halghton, under the rent of forty pounds, which 
they are to pay duly to my Brother Roger Hanmer,' according to 
the lease thereof made, under pain of forfeiture ; and I do likewise 
bequeath unto them all other my Leases, if I have any such, which 
I desire them to dispose of as I have directed for the rest of my 
inheritance. Item, I g^ve and bequeath to each one of my said 



1 Hiib was Ib^er Hanmer of Gredington and Penley, mentioned 
further on. 
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Feoffees two and twenty shillings in gold, to make them rings, in 
rememhrance of my love towards them. Item, I g^ve and bequeath 
to John Jones my Servant five marks a year during his life, to be 
paid him yearly at May Day and the Feast of S' Michael the Arch- 
angel, by even portions by my said Feoffees, in Trust, during their 
time, out of the residue of the profits of my Lands appointed to be 
paid to my heir, notwithstanding any former declaration of Trust 
and afterwards to be paid by my heir and my feoffees to see this 
secured unto him before they reconvey to my heir. Item, I do 
bequeath to Mr. Hynd of fiunbury five pounds. Item, I do appoint 
black only to be given to my Wife and Children and twelve of my 
Servants. The rest of my Goods, Chattels, Cattle, Implements of 
Household and Husbandry, and Emblements, before by me not 
hereby bequeathed, I give and bequeath to my Wife, paying and dis- 
charging my funeral expenses, legacies, servants' wages, and fifty 
pounds owing to Richard Trevor knight,^ her Father, and such 
debts as remain unpaid at London since my last going hither, whereof 
I have delivered her a particular subscribed by me ; and the hundreth 
pounds I owe John Humfreys of London, if he cannot recover the 
same upon my brother Baggnalls new bond ; and these legacies to be 
in full recompence of her reasonable part of my personal Estate or 
Chattels real, if any be due unto her ; and the rest and residue of 
my debts I appoint to be paid by my Feoffees by the sale of my lands 
in Mountgtayshire, and my Executors not to be charged therewith, 
or, if my Creditors do charge them, that my Feoffees shall neverthe- 
less save them harmless. Item, I do nominate and appoint Dame 
Dorothy my Wife and my Son Thomas Hanmer to be Executors of 
this my last Will. In witness whereof I have hereunto put my 
hand and seal, the day and year first above written. — John Hanmer. 

Mcmorand that the eighteenth day of June, 1624, this Will was 
sealed, acknowledged, and published by the within named S' John 
Hanmer to be his last Will and Testament, in die presence of the 
persons subscribed. — Humfrcy Dymocke, Thomas Hanmer, Lewis 
Evans, Peter Ellis, Thomas Lewis. 



' Sir Richard Trevor of Trevallyn. 
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Sir Thomas Hanmer, the second baronet of that creation, 
who now (1624) succeeded at Hanmer, was at that time, ac- 
■ cording to the inquisition post mortem of his father, twelve 
years and fifty-six days old ; but I do not find any mention 
of his baptism in the Hanmer register. He was soon after- 
wards taken as a page into the Court of King Charles I., where 
it was not unusual in those days to find the sons of gentle- 
men belonging to the Principality. He afterwards appears to 
have held the nominal office of cupbearer (tastes difier in such 
matters)i but one of his predecessors within a short dme had 
been George Villiers, the Duke of Buckingham. 

Before he was of age he married Elizabeth, daughter ot 
Sir Thomas Baker of Whittingham, in Suffolk, who was one 
of the maids of honour. 

There is some mention of this lady, and of the rivalry of 
the courtiers for her good graces, since she was an heiress, in 
a letter of Howell to Lord Cottington, printed in the curious 
volume of his correspondence : — 

** There is litde news at our Court, but that there fell an ill- 
favoured quarrel betwixt Sir ICenelm Digby and Mr. Goring, Mr. 
Jcrmyn, and others, at St James's lately about Mrs. Baker, the maid 
of honour, and duels were like to grow out of it, but that the busi- 
ness was taken up by the Lord Treasurer, my Lord of Dorset, and 
others appointed by the King." 

There were two surviving children by this mwriage — one, 
John, who succeeded as third baronet, and was owner of 
Hanmer in his father's time, and a daughter, Trevor, after- 
wards Lady Warner, who became a nun. Other children 
died ; and, in 1638, for reasons of which I have no trace, Sir 
Thomas and his brother John appear to have obtained a pass- 
port to travel by themselves abroad for three years. 
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Extract _^9m the Council Remitter, Car. 1. val xvi. p. 444 
(30 Sept. 1638). 
A passe for S' Thomas Hanmcr of Hanmer, in j' Coun^ of 
Flint, Bar', w"" his brother, John Hanmer, Esq', to travcll into 
forraigne partes for 3 yeares, and to take w''' them two servants, 
their trunkes of apparell, and other necessaries, w"" a proviso not to 
goe to Rome, and y* usuall clause to j' searchers. Signed hy Lord 
Keeper, Lord Tr€r, Lo. Privy Seale, Earl Marshall, Earl of SaUs- 
bury, Lo. Cottington, Lo Newburgh, and M'. Sec. Coke. 

If they remained on the Continent during that period, 
they must have had troubled greetings on their return, for in 
1642 each of them received, from York and from Notting- 
ham, the following ill-omened commissions, of which the 
first, to John, who was afterwards killed in action, exists only 
in fragments; — 

Charles R Sec. 

To our trusty and well beloved John Hanmer, Esq 

to be Captain of one Company of Foot 

Given under our sign manual at York, this eighth day of Ai^ust, 
in the eighteenth year of our reign, 1642. 

Warrant u raitt " Dragmiers." tyth Sept. 1642, at Nettlngbam, 

and addressed tt SiR Thouas Hanmer, Barenet. 
Charles R.' 

Charles, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. to our trusty and well 

* In a paper on the condition of France in 1 648, written by this Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, and printed in a curious volume by the late Sir Henry 
Bunbury, Sir Thomas says of that King : " He signs Louis underneath, 
and not above as the King of England useth." Another of King Charles's 
unfortunate commissions, dated at York, 3rd Aug. 1642, and addressed to 
various gentlemen, including Sir Thomas Hanmer, as his Commissioners 
of Array for Flintshire, authorizes them, following some ancient precedent, 
to raise among other forces " Sagittarios," archen. I think they could 
hardly have been put in array since Flodden Field. 
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beloved Sir Thomas Hanmer^ Baronet, greeting. Whereas by (he 
Bubtilt7, contrivance, and malicious practices of some persons, ill 
afiected to our government and the peace of this our Icingdom, a 
most horrid rebellion is grown to a height in and about London, 
under the specious pretext of defence of our person, and of the 
common good, threatening the ruin and destruction of our subjectes 
if timeljr care be not taken to put a stay to the rage and malice of 
these men j and whereas we may have some cause of jealousy that 
there is some design intended to disturb the peace and quiet of our 
well-affected subjects in the Counties of Chester, Salop, Flint, and 
Denbigh, we have thought good for the better strengthening of these 
parts to will and require you, and do by these presents grant unto 
you full power and authority, by yourself, and by such commanders 
and officers as you shall constitute and appoint, forthwith to levy in 
this our kingdom, by beating the drum, two hundred dr^oniers, 
of such persons as shall voluntarily undertake the said service, by 
accepting of prest-money, which said soldiers so raised you are to 
take charge of as their Captain and leader, and to employ them for 
aid of the said several counties, or upon such other occasion, for 
our service, as we shall from time to time direct. Willing and 
commanding all our commissioners of array, sheriffs, mayors, justices 
of the peace, bayliff^, constables, and all other our officers, ministers, 
and subjects, to be aiding and assisting you and your officers, and 
they to be <^>edient and ready to accomplish your commands and 
directions in all things which shall concerne the advancement of our 
service in the premises, as they and every of them will answer the 
contrary at their peril j and these our letters shall be to you and 
every of them sufficient warrant and authority. Given at our Court 
at Nottingham, the 7*^ day of Sepf, in the 18"' year of our reigne. 
1642. 

Sir Thomas did not engage verf willingly in the Civil 
War ; indeed, soon after it began he was occupied in the 
peacefiil business of snfii»ing a common recovoy of part of 
his estate, including the Manor of Hanmer and the Park and 
Mere, which I mention because it is likely that the park at 
Hanmer, now only^ known by the name extending over cer- 
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tain fields, was an ancient one, thot^ti, as in Wales, outside 
the cognizance of my friend Mr. Shirley ; it preceded that 
which we have here. The indenture is dated 4th May, 1643. 
This indenture was followed by another, 10th May, settling 
the estate, according to the use of our house, in both branches^ 
with limitation over to William Hanmer, Esq., of Fens, and 
his heirs male, fiuling heirs male of the said Sir Thomas 
Hanmer. But while these domestic arrangements were going 
on, like others of the Cavaliers, Sir Thomas was ready to serve 
the King, deluding himself with hopes of better times. The 
letters and papers which follow, though they are few and useless 
for anything but a slight sketch of local story like the present, 
will sufficiently show how those hopes were soon frustrated ; 
how, after having been obliged to appear before the Committee 
at Westminster, he obduned the King's permission at Oxford 
to absent himself from the realm ; and afrer some years of 
exile, some of them passed at Angers in France,' where his son 
William was bom of his second marriage with Susan Hervey 
of Ickworth, and also after residences at Lewisham and other 
places in England under surveillance of the existing powers, 
he finally settled himself at Bettisfield. The remainder of his 
life was passed there, and in Parliamentary service for many 
years in the time of Charles the Second, and familiar traces 
of his hand have always surrounded me. I removed one long 
since, a smokit^-room, not an unusual apartment in houses 
from the time of Queen Ellizabeth, and, unfrirtunately, rather 
&shionable now ; this one was quunt and curious, but came 
in the way of more serviceable arrangements ; it was decorated 
with ancient shields of arms, b^inning with those of Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, of King Henry the Eighth's time, and his 
wife Jane Brereton. It may be supposed that his descendant 
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sometimes rerolyed in his mind the subjects of the following 
notes while he took his tobacco.' 

Letter from the Master of the Rolls to Sir Thomas Hanmbr, 
hth February^ 1643. 

Sir, 

I veiy harteljr thanke jrou for your letter, and the relation of 
the condition of your parts, to the improving of which, if it were io 
mj power, I would moEt willingly contribute. The sole command 
and managing of them is in the Prince, depending on bis moving to 
you, who, if the counties do their part, I hope, upon the arrival of 
the new forces, will he master of the field, and in a better condition 
than you were before this misfortune. His Majesty has made him 
President of Wales, and if yourself were his Vice-President I should 
be confident that business were well settled. I have endeavoured 
it, so &r as is in my power, and wish you would think of it, and 
address yourself to him accordingly. His Majes^ very willin^y 
harkened to your postscript of the old gentleman, and desires you to 
omit nothing that may conduce to that business, and bids me assure 
you he will make good what you shall undertake concerning the 
same. Vavasour shall be written to as you mention. My servant 
pressAh to be gone, and I shall trouble you with no more, but that 
I am your very affectionate servant, 

J. COLBPEPPBR.* 

Oxfi>rd, 6* Feb'', 1643. 

Pray remember me very kindly to Robin Ellis. I have enquired, 
and can find no such pardons in hand as he mentioned. 
For my very worthy friend 

Sir Thomas Hahmer, these. 

' In the paper on France, to which I have before referred. Sir Thomas 
iayi, " There is a necessity that laws should change with the humour and 
constitution of the people and times. Nothing is perfect under the sun ; 
that which is wisdom and reason to-day, in another age is folly, madness, 
and destruction." 

* At this time the Parliament, not heeding the King's appointment, 
had made their ^>eaker Lcnthal Master of the Rolls. 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



68 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

Letter, tndorsed in Sir Thomas Hanmbr's hanJtvriting, 
Lieut. Jones's Letter u me ta pay the money ta this man. 

Sir, 

I received your letter, and return you thinks for your first 
messenger ; sorry I am that I cannot sadsly your expectation with 
the sight of the troop under your own command, but, since it is 
committed by Prince Rupert to the care of Major Power, I am con- 
fident that diey will not be indulged so much favour as to be sent 
into their own country untill the war be ended or the troop dis- 
solved. Had I been with my captain * when he was employed upon 
his last service, I should I believe have known where and how 
much was the money he had, but upon enquiry I found it was lost 
with him, being in gold in his pocket. For the money which I 
disbursed at his hist solemnity, the sum of it I sent you before with 
the quarter master, and will shew his hands subscribed as witnesses, 
being 43^ 41. yd. I cannot find how to have it returned by bill of 
exchange, so that I have sent my servant to you, and will run the 
hazard of losing it in the passage with him. If you please to send 
it by him you will so much the more oblige me. 

Sir, yours in all faithful service, 

June 7***, 1643. Roger Jones. 

To the Right'Worshipful Sir Tho* Hanmer, 
these presents. 

Letter ^»n Lord Capbl to Sir Thouas Hanmer. 
Sir, 

Your intelligence concerning the meeting of the Cheshire and 
Staffordshire forces I have received also from other hands. I am 
not able to give myself the satlsbction of their purpose in drawing 
the forces that way ; but by the removing of their prisoners to 
Nantwych, of which I am certainly informed, I do conceive they 
will rather join with Cromwell or Grey, or march up to my Lord 



^ This appears to relate to Sir Thomas's brother John, who was killed 
in action in Gloucestershire. 
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of Essex, than attempt anything in these parts. Their warrants run 
for the fortifying of Stafford. Sir, I am much d>Iiged to you for 
your care to gain intelligence, of which I shall desire speedy adver- 
tisement. 

I rest your very affectionate friend* 

Arthur Capbl. 
Shrewsbury, 25th July, 1643. 

I have received a letter sent from the gentlemen of Flintshire to 
Captain Gryffyth, which signifies their weariness of the burden of 
the horse lying upon them. I have returned them an answer in- 
cluded, which I desire you to read, seal, and send to them. 

Letter y5imi Secretary NiCHotAs tc Prihch Rupert naming Sir 

Thomas Hanhir. at a fit person tt he Vice-Prntient af WaUi. 
May it please your Highnes, 

By his Majcstie's comaund I send your Highncs inclosed a lettre 
from Collonel Lewson to his Majcstte, whereby your Highnes will 
understand somewhat of the differences betweene the Lord Lough- 
borow, the said Collonel Leweson (governvur of Dudley Castle), 
and Collonel Boyd govcrnour of Lichfield j by occasion whereof his 
Majesde considers hit services doe exceedingly suffer in these 
partes ; and therfore his Majestie hath comaunded me to desire 
your Highnes to call the said persons unto you, as soon as con- 
veniently it may be, and to use some good meanes to reconcile or 
over-rule the said differences, that each in his respective comaund, 
and all of them together, may hereafter contribute their best en- 
deavours (without clashing or jarring) for the advancement of bis 
Majestie's service and the pubUque good. 

His Majestie, considering it very requisite that there should be 
a Vice-President in Wales, hath thought on Sir Tho. Hanmer as a 
very fitt man for that charge, being a person very well affected to 
his Majestie, and of very good esteeme in Wales, and desires your 
Highnes* opinion of it.' 

As the King is very well pleased that your Highnes hath taken 

' TI1C Master of the Rolls had already written to the same eflect 
(p. 67). Prince Rupert knew nothing about such matten. 
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with jrou the governoor of Barclay Castle, (oe he hath comaunded 
me to desier your Hi^nes to take order dnt there be forthwith 
another put into his place, that is of very loyall affeccioni^ and a 
dilligent strict man, that being a place of great importance. 

The Earl of Newport is here, very dangerously sick, soe as it 
is thought he will hardly escape. 

The rebells att London are raysing of men very &tt ; tb^ have 
alreddy shipped away for Dorsetshire above i,ooo. 

Sir William Waller hath a conUg^ous disease amongst his soldien, 
soe as be cannot get any men to recruit his forces for fear of in- 
feccion. 

We have received lettres this day that the Scots (being about 
10,000 foot and 1,500 horse) are come to Morpeth) they would 
have come into Alnwick, but the garrison there killed 40 of them, 
and the rest thereupon marched another way ; their ordnance and 
carriages were to come by sea, and to meet them about Mor- 
peth. 

I humbly beg your Highnes* pardon for this tedious lettre, and 
to believe that I am really. 

Your Highnes' most humble servaunt, 

Edw. Nicholas. 
Endorsed, without other date, 1644. 

A few miles from Hanmer, in Worthenbury parish, stands 
the ancient moated house of Emral, called Emberhall in Sax- 
ton's maps, which was opposed to ours in the civil broils. 
Upon the occasion of the following letter, Hanmer, as well as 
Emral, seems to have been id the hands of the Parliamentary 
forces, and retaken from them by David Phillips ; he was a 
notable tenant on the Hanmer estate, as other papers show. 
I believe, also, he was the grandfather of a Captain Phillips 
mentioned in McPherson's State Papers as about Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, the Speaker, and looked after by Jacobite agents on 
that account, fortunately without result. Philip Henry 
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speaks of the death of David Phillips la his diaiy^ 19th 
April, 1661, and appears to regret that he "could say but 
little to him." 

Sir, 
We hare uken Emral tsterday, and Hanmer House thit day, 
and all is like to be our own ; thanks be to God, we lost not one 
man in taking oFboth houses, for when they saw the piece of ord- 
nance* we had they yielded both houses. Their quarter was to 
march away without arms, but only the captain, Iteut., and ensign 
to remain prisoners. In both houses they desired the former quar- 
ter. Mr. Eyton bids me go on at Emral as they did for the rents 
and lands. Let me hear from you without fail. I would have 
waited myself upon you, but my Lord* hath commanded me here 
for three days, and I must wait upon him one day more, for be 
thinks to march to Bettislield to-morrow, and then I shall apply 
your service, God willing. Mr. Eyton did uke all with my Lord 
about Emral, and he told him all should be well when you came, 
but you must keep a better garison there. 

In haste, your most humble, 

March zS"', 1644. David PnttLiPs. 

Written at Hanmer Ae same day. 

To the Hon. Sir Thomas Hanmer, fiart. 

These with speed. 

Valuation e/ Emkal^ tbt Cavatitr Party. 
Rt. Honblb. 

According to your Lordship's wanant to us directed, we have 
repaired to the houses and lands of Mr. Pulcston, and have used the 
best means we could possibly in to short a time to make an Inven- 
tory of the goods, and to give a true inforoution of the value of the 
lands. We 6nd that the demesnes and all the tenements which arc 



' I have seen, howcTcr, a ball or two, kept u curiosities in the neigh- 
bourhood, which are supposed to have been diachsrgcd from this piece. 
* Lord Capel. 
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out of lease have within these three or four years (since when the 
estate fell to Mr. Pulescon] been so unmeasurably racked that there 
is a general exclamation thereat, so that divers have left their tene- 
ments and holdings, and the rest are so Impoverished that they are 
not able to pay the rates, especially in these troublesome times, 
when there is no vent nor money to be had for the commodities 
which these countreys aSbrd. We have therefore given order for 
the setting of the lands for this year at the values mentioned in the 
enclosed particulars, which are as high as we can at present advance 
them to, and refer the consideration thereof and the rest of our pro> 
ceedings herein to your Lordship's wisdom, and rest 
Your Lordship's servanu, 

Tho. Hanmbr. 
William Broughton. 
To the Rl Hon. the Lord Capel, 
Lieutenant-General to His Highness the Prince, 
at Whitchurch, 

Present these. 

The following petition and the two next papers relate to 
a former occupation of Emral by Sir Thomas Hanmer on part 
of the King. 

To the Hon*^* Comittee of Parliament at Goldsmith's Hall 
The Humble Petition of John Puleston of the Middle Temple £s<]. 

Shewing 
That S' Thomas Hanmer Baronet in the yeare 1642 (by 
Colour of some grant from the King) did enter upon your Peti- 
tioner's houses, lands and tenemt" in the countys of Flint and 
Denby, and hath ever since taken and converted to his own use the 
petitioner's goods, chatles and rents to the value of 6,000/. and at 
this time with troopers and others his agents doth gather this Peti- 
tioner's rents from his tenants. 

That with much cruelty and harbarousnesse the said Hanmer 
drove the Petitioner's young children sucking their nurse's brest 
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out of the Peddoner'i houses to be fostered by the charit]' of the 
people. 

And now, notwithstanding he is still in actuill armes in Wales 
against the Parliament, is endeavouring to nuke his composition 
with this Hon"* Comitte. 

The Petitioner therefore humbly beseech"" this Hon"'* Comitte 
that if they shall conceave this man being the cheefe ringleader of 
the Welsh rebels to be capable of any composition, 

That then there may be 2 special! savii^ of the justice of the 
two houses of Parliam' for reparation of this Petitioner's losses out 
of the said S' Thomas Hanmer's estate, 

And your Petitioner shall pray, &c. 

Intskrooatories in a suit /or Damages against Sir Thomas 
HanmeRj^t occupation af Emral by the King's forces. 

I find no further reference to this transaction, but a MS. 
note that the Bill was dismissed with costs. 

Whether did not M"* Puleston write a letter to S' Tho. Hanmer 
and send it by her seruant Thomas John Robert, which was de- Tbooujolui 
liuered to him when the King was att Ouerton, within 3 miles of S^^pJ,^ 
M' Puleston's house, to desire him to take all his estate into his !■?•■ 
possession and secure what hee could, to which S'' Tho. answered, John Dm!* 
after the reading of the letter, that hee would doe his cozen Pules- phtiSll"'jf th* 
ton all the good hee could, and did hee not saue his wood ^m being "oo^ 
cutt downe and sold. 

That the house was garrisoned first by Captaine RatcIiSe. 

That Maior S' John was the second that garrisoned there. 

That Captaine David Morris was the third. 

That Captaine Ratcliffc being a stranger in the countrey, and his 
men makeing havocke of hit goods, M' Puleston's seruants adressed iehn Diuk 
them to S' Tho. Hanmer and prayed him to perswade Captaine 
Ratcliffe to preserve his goods and cattle, and that S' Tho. Hanmer 
thereupon came to M' Puleston's house and did his best to saue 
what hee could from being carryed away. 

The fourth that was put in (likewise by Lord Capell's warrant) 
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Duid PhiHlF*. was John Walters, the 19*'' day of April!, 1643, or thereabouts, att 

which day there was an inuentorye taken of the goods, come, and 

cattle then remaining att that garrison by S' Tho. Hanmer and Cap- 

taine William Broughton,and that they called three sufficient of the 

parish to appraise the goods, come, and cattle, which was M' Richard 

Puleston, M' Roger Puleston, and David Ap William, the farm 

tennant,andthe other two his near kinsmen, whoe did prize them to 

IH". 

M* Wobkh. That M* Eleano' Woolridg had leaue by S"' Thomas his meanes 

'^h^u^f^"' *° ^'"y ^^'^y ^^'^^ °^ *'*' ^"' '*^ '^^^ goods shee pleased, and accord- 

Robert, Diuid ingly did carry away two or three horse loadcs, and whether one of 

John DinU. ^* hofscs did not tire by the way being soe heavy loaded. 

Whether did not John Walters deliver vpp that garrison to 
CoIIonell Mitton with out any shott, and so soone as hee came 
before tt. 

Whether after the retaking of the house by the King's fibrces, 
the greatest spoyle was not done in the absence of S' Thomas Han- 
mer in the country. 

If any proue S'' Tho. Hanmer putt garrisons in to the house, to 
ax then how they know it, and whether they were present when hee 
Diuld PUUipt. ^<l it ; to ax John Dauis where S' Tho. Hanmer was when 
Ratcliffi: was putt in and by whom it was reported Ratclifie was 
putt in. 
John Dwiu. Whether S' Tho. Hanmer vpon command made not accompt to 

Prince Rupert for all hee had intermedled in of M' Puleston's, and 
if he had not there vppon a discharge. 

Whether M' Puleston's seruants did not complaine of the spoils 
done by Captain RatcliiFe to S'' Thomas, and desire him to vse 
meanes to remove him or secure what hee could. And whether did 
S*^ Thomas fForth with repare to the house to preserue the goods, 
and was Captaine Ratcliffc suddenly removed, and whether did Cap- 
taine RatcIiSe take his horses then away, and what horses were there 
when S' Tho. Hanmer came to the house. 
John Dub. Whether did not S' Tho. Hanmer pay moneys and what sum to 

the Lord Capell raised by sale of M' Puleston's cattle. 

In 1644, tiot many weeks after David Phillips had com- 
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manicated to Sir Thomas the retaking of Hanmer House> he 
obtained licence to travel, taking with him his wife and son 
and daughter, while those transactions of the King, which 
rendered agreement with the Parliament more and more im- 
practicable, were being carried on, to the grief of all the best 
of English gentlemen. Lady Hanmer soon died in Paris> 
and Sir Thomas, moving backwards and forwards between 
France and England, 6nally returned there under the surveil- 
lance of the ruling powers, marrying for his second wife 
Susan Hervey' of Ickworth, whose two sons, William and 
Thomas, wilt be hereafter mentioned. 

PASspoRTy«r Sib. Thomas Hanmek. 

Chakles R. 

Charles, by the ^ce of God King of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith. To all admirala, vice-admirals, 
and captains of any of our ships serving us upon the seas, etc. etc. 
Whereas of especial grace we have licensed and by these presents do 
license our trusty and well beloved Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart, to 
pass out of this realm into the parts beyond the sea, there to remain 
for the space of three years next after his departure out of thisjealm, 
we will and command you, and every of you, to suffer him quietly to 
pass by you out of this realm, with his lady, two children, two ser- 
vants, two hundred pounds in ready money, and his goods, truticks, 
and necessaries, as you tender our pleasure. And tl(ese our letters 
shall be to you, as to him, sufficient warrant and discharge in this 
behalf. Provided always, that the said Sir Thomas Hanmer does not 
haunt or resort into the territories or dominions of any foreign prince 
or potentate not being with us in league or amity ; nor yet willingly 
keep company with any person or persons departed out of this realme 

' 1646, November 33, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Baronet, and Mrs. Susan 
Hervey, were married at Hengrare. Extract from Register in Gage's 
** History and Aatiqiiities of Hosgrate," |i. 77. 
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without our leave and license^ or that contrary to the same do yet 
remain on the other side the seas ; and that he use not the company 
of any Jesuit, seminary priest, or otherwise ill aiFccted person to our 
State. Provided also that, notwithstanding anything in this our 
license, whensoever it shall seem good to us to call the said Sir 
Thomas Hanmer home again before the end of the term above 
limited, and we shall signify the same to him either by our letters 
or the letters of any four of our Privy Councillors, or by the means 
of any other ambassador, that then it shall not be lawful for the said 
Sir Thomas Hanmer to abide oir the other side the sea any longer 
time than the disUncc of his abode shall require and our laws do per- 
mit ^ and if he do not without urgent andvery necessary cause to the 
contrary return in manner abovesaid, then we will this our license to 
be void and of none effect from the beginning and to be interpreted 
and adjudged to ail intents and purposes as though no such license 
had been given, but he departed without the same. 

Given under our signet at our Court at Oxford the 15th day of 
May in the 20th year of our reign ( 1644). 

By His Majesty's commands, 

Edw. Nicholas. 



The following warrant for the portion of Lady Hanmer, 
as a tnaid of honour, according to a practice now discon- 
tinued,' should have been inserted in correspondence with its 
date ; as, however, it is endorsed, " Warrant from the King 
for 500/. for my wife, never received" it may come in at this 
period as well as at any other. 

"Charles R. 
"Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. It is our will and 
pleasure that you pay, or give order to be paid, the sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds unto the Lady Elizabeth Hanmer, late Maid of 



■ I think it lasted till the reign of King William the Fourth. 
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Honor unto our dearest consort the Queen, out of such monies u 
^u shall receive for the Composition of the Pardon of Bobert Nut, 
Pirate, which we have given as a gift out of our Royal bounty unto 
heri and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. 
** Whitehall, this 20th of February, 1631. 
"To our Lord Treasurer 
•'These." 

Frrni ibt Journals of the Housi of Commons, iph Nmemitr, 
1645. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the Committee at Goldsmiths' 
Hall to receive any information concerning Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
and upon the report of his Composition to state the matter of &ct to 
the House. 

Journals of the House of Commons. 

tSth June, 1646. Sir Thomas Hanmer was called in, and his 
examination subscribed by bis own name was shewed unto him, the 
which he did avow to be his own hand, and that he would justify the 
truth thereof; whereupon he was enjoined to attend the pleasure of 
die House when he should be thereunto required. 

This entry in the Journals appears to relate to a letter 
from Sir Thomas Hanmer to Speaker Lenthal, and to the 
Articles of Elxamination coupled with it, which are printed 
at vol. i. p^e g^, of Mr. Gary's papers from the Tanner 
Gjllection of MSS. in the Bodleian Library concerning the 
Civil War :— 

Sir Thomas Hanmer te the Speaker. 

Having some reason to believe, in the latter end of March last, 
that there was a private treaty betwixt the King and the Scots, and 
that the King was upon a resolution to go Into Scodand or to the 
Scottish army, and that this treaty was managed by the intervention 
of Moncrevil, the French agent, and designed in France, I conceived 
this counsel and intention of the King not only infinitely prejudicial 
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to himself and this kingdom, but diihonorable to the English nation 
in deserting them/ and thereby rendering their fidelity more sus- 
pected than the Scots, and thought it my duty, both as an English- 
man and as his Majesty's servant, to discover my knowledge thereof 
in time, to such as might possibly prevent the mischieft which I 
feared would attend their design ; I therefore acquainted some of the 
Committee of both kingdoms with what follows, according to the 
times hereafter mentioned. 

April 4th. That one of the Scotch Commissioners told me that 
he believed, and would lay a w^r, that the King would be in 
London, or in the Scots army, very suddenly, perhaps before Wed- 
nesday night next, if he could pass, and that if he came to the Scots 
they would receive him and use him civilly, and stand to him in his 
rights. Another Scotch gentleman, being a brother-in-law of the 
said Commissioner, told me the said evening that the said Commis- 
sioner had in great secresy assured him that the King would be sud- 
denly with the Scots, and that a messenger was sent to the King the 
night before, from a party here, to advise him what to do, and that 
Newark would be speedily surrendered. 

April loth. The said Commissioner told me that the King would 
endeavour to get to their army before Newark, and if he came safe 
thither would send to the Parliament to offer to pass the propositions 
of Uxbridge, and thereupon, if the Parliament refused a peace, he 
doubted not but that two parts of three of England would be for the 
King, and he was sure that the whole kingdom of Scotland would be 
as one man for him, for then there would be no Montroses. 

April 29th. Being the fast day, the said Commissioner and his 
brother-in-law called at my lodgings,and the Commissioner with great 
joy told me the news of the King's going safely out of Oxford, and 
riiat some of the Scotch horse before Newark would advance to meet 
him to bring him to the Parliament here, which he said smiling. I 
then asked whether Leslie wmtld receive him, and his brother 



' Archbishop Williama was of the same opinion on this occasion. 
" What," he said, " be advised by a stranger and trust the Scots ? Then," 
wringing his hands, " all is Int." — Zmvj of tbt ChtuweUon, voL ii. p. 494. 
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umKred that my lord Lauderdale bad gone down to take order for 
that. 

May 4th. The said Commisnoner's brother told me that they 
did not yet hear where the King was, but perhapt he would go to 
Scotland firtt and not to the Army, that he might first disband Mon- 
trose and settle that kingdom ; that the Scots would keep all hit 
correspondence with the Parliament^ till they had satisfied the people 
with their papers and declarations that they expected five thousand 
more out of Scotland, and that> if they came to a breach with the 
Parliament, they could with the forces they would draw out of 
Ireland and Scotland, make an army of six thousand horse and 
twenty-six thousand foot, and should be assisted out of France with 
three thousand horse and ten thousand foot, and horse were to be 
expected out of Denmark, and the Swedes would certainly aid them, 
and they doubted not of a great party in England. 

May 7th. He confirmed the assurance of foreign succours, and 
•aid that Newark would be offered to the Scots, but it should be 
delivered to the Parliament to carry all show of fiirness, and then 
that the Scotch army would immediately retreat to Newcastle, and 
then the King would suddenly send letters to the Parliament here, 
and to the city of London, to offer peace upon the propositions of Ux- 
bridge. This same night the said Commissioner told me that the 
City of London would be for them, and that the King would send 
letters to the Parliament and the City to the effect aforesaid. 

The Saturday morning before the King's last letters were 
delivered to the Parliament the Commissioner's said brother informed 
me of the tenor thereof, and that my Lord Balcarras had broi^ht 
copies of them to shew beforehand to their friends here, and that the 
messenger stayed by the way with the letters, and should not come 
with them to the House till they had consulted here, and agreed upon 
the fittest time for the delivery of them. I understood likewise out 
of France, before the King's going to Oxford, that they expected 
daily to hear of the King's safe arrival in the North, and was informed 
dtat Montrevil the French agent had treated the business betwixt the 
King and the Scon, and, when he had concluded on all things with 
dte King, went before to Lesley's army to take care for his reception 
there, and that the King had the honour and fiuth of the Scots en- 
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g^ed to him to stick to him in the business of the Mititia, and to be 
used well in all things, if he would comply with them in the Church 
government, which they must in honour stand for, and that the 
Queen R^cnt of France and the Queen of England had agreed to 
the design of the King going to the Scots, who labor now mainly to 
have the Prince there also. I mean the Scots labor for his High- 
ness coming to Scotland. 

June 7th, 1646. Tho. Hanmer. 

At the Committee for the Army. 

Letter to Sir Thomas Hanmer concerning a fali of timber in the 

time of the Gvil Wan, 
For the Honorable S' Thomas Hanmer, Baronet, at the Red Cross, 
near Essex House, London. 
Honoured Sir, 
Since you were pleased to write unto Mr. Edisbury concerning 
the sale of the wood that you appointed -f man John ap Ellis to shew 
unto roe, that I should he the first man that should offer money for 
it, for the which I am much engaged to you that you had me in re- 
membrance before any other, and since you writ to Mr. Edisbury 
you were pleased to send your man John David, who came to me 
from you with John ap Ellis, shewing their authority from you, 
signifying that whatsoever contract or bargain they made or should 
make with me concerning that wood, that it should be as fully and 
efiectually performed as if you yourself were then present, upon 
which I and they concluded and bargained for the woode aforesaid as 
followeth \ that is to say, all that John ap Ellis gave me the view of 
at the rate 0I120I, 120/. to be paid upon demand, and 100/. to be 
paid at Midsummer next, and the wood to be rid and carried away 
within the space of two years ; and further they did set the land the 
wood groweth upon now at the rate of 9/. a year, for the avoyding 
of all trespasses and Other inconveniences, with liberty to cole the 
cord wood, and to make saw-pits for the making of the timber ; this 
was our contract. Now since we thus bargained,' my Lady Hanmer, 

* The value of timber has been a fertile source of difference at all 
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your mother, seemetb to be discontent at the same ; therefore I 
thought it best convenient to acquaint you with the particulars, not 
doubting that you will be pleased to uke some course or other to 
give sadsfactton, and so wc may go fairly and according to bargain. 
Thus praying for y health and happiness, and expecting to hear from 
you, I remain 

Your loving friend and servant, 

March la"", 1646. William Wilsow. 



A Letter Jrem Roobr Hanmbr, Esquire,^ u hh Nephew Sir 
Thomas Hammer, Bart., about tettUng with the Sequestrators. 

SiK, 

I am very sorry it was my ill fortune not to Ande you here. 
Your order desired is with me, though difficultly, attained i if you will 
give directions how I shall send it you, I shall observe it, for I think 
it not fit to send it by the carrier. The enclosed letter I desire you 
to peruse, and provide for it against the time ; for Mr. Bradshaw the 
Receiver ceaseth not to tell me of the danger and charge if the tenth 
of March be passed without payment, for the messengers are very 
costly. There hath been allowance in all the sequestration of all 
your lands in the settling of it, for all monies due unto any, and there 
hath been no notice taken of any of your lands in Engleficld. I 
would not have your particular occasioned to be scanned needlessly. 
I desire you to send him a htr answer, and will endeavour with all 
my uttermost endeavours to do you any service therein i he is some- 
what rigid, but I must straine to satisfy him if possible. The army 
for the safety of the kingdom Is reduced this day to 5,400 horse and 
1,000 dragooners; what foot will be reserved in pay, if any, will be 



fimei. I find another letter to Sir Thomas from Sir Thomas Trevor, to a 
similar effect, the former having incautiously become a referee on such a 
question. 

' This Roger Hanmer was owner of Gredington, which he left to Sir 
John, the third baronet, who sold it to Mr. Hilton, through whom the site 
of the house, and some of the land around it, came to the Kenyon family. 
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known to-morrow ; a letter is come this night from the King to the 
Lords and Commons, but the Lords have not sent it yet to the 
House of Common*. 

Sir, 

Y' assured liuthful Uncle and servant, 
Roger Hanher. 

I desire taj humble service be presented to y' lady. 

Ifyou send -f letters to the Red Cross I shall receive them. 

London, i8*^ Feby. 1646. 

To my very much honored nephew Sir Thomas Hanmer, Baronet, 

at Hengrave, Su£>lke. 



Sir. Thomas Hanmbr te Sir Richard Browne, Resident fir the 
King at Parish 

%'t Angiers, 4th Dec. 1647. 

I have received yours of the 17 Nov' with the enclosed letters 
and prints, but I admire which way the one came to your hands, I 
meane that for my wife.* You have much obliged mee in the fevour 
of sending the prints,* for they are scarce here, and I desi»sc not the 
intelligence for being made publick. Wee hear the like ill news from 
others, and are now without sodaine hopes of bettering our condition. 
Wee pass the time but indifferently well here, though we want not 
good wine and victualls, finding not such conversation as yours, S' 
W" Davenant's, and Mr. Cowley's, yet wee have the comfort of 
some of our countrymen, as M' Coventry, Doctor Duncombe (a 
vay honest man certainly), S' Richard Percy, and some of the 



' This and the two following letters come from some paper* of Mr. 
Evel]ni, whose wife was daughter of Sir Richard Browne. 

* This was Susan Hervey of Ickworth, to whom, hii first wife Elizabeth 
Baker having died at Paris, Sir Thomas was married at Hengrave in Suf- 
folk, November 23nd, 1646. 

* He means newspapers. 
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younger straine, u S' George Savile,> S' John Armytage, and others. 
S' Thomas Glemham was lateljr here in his way to Nantes, but he 
is gone back to Laflesche and ullces of being shortiy in Paris. S' 
Bryan Palmer has beene almost despuring of life at Laflesche with a 
fever, but is well recovered. I have nothing of a date late enough 
out of England to impart to you, and I conceave you have much 
better intelligence, but if I have hereafter any thing may bee worthy 
your knowledge, I shall acquaint you therewith. My wife (as well 
as myself) present our service to yo'' lady and daughter; wee are all 
in health, but my wife grones a little, which makes mee unresolved 
of my stay in this place, but I shall not remove without ^ving you 
notice. I have nothing more to add but my humble thanks for all 
your fiivours to, 

S% your faithfull servant, 

T. Hanhzr. 
Mr. Weston {womised to pay you (4. pistols) for my use. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer ta Sir Richard Browne. 

S% Angjers, Dec* 7*, 164.7. 

By the last post I gave you thanks for your favo' of the 17th 
Nov. and now write to give you knowledge of y* receipt of your 
last, dated Dec' i". I have given my other friends at Rouen and 
other places an account of my being settled here, and direction how 
to addresse their letters, that you may not hereafter bee troubled with 
the conveyance of them, and doe hereby crave your pardon for what 
is past. Yet I shall beg some times at your leisure to heare from 
you, and should bee as glad to receave some commands From you in 
these parts. If I knew of any thing this place affords y* were port- 
able, and worth the sending, I should let you see my willingness to 

» Afterwards Marquis of Halifax. The name of Savile, which many 
years of friendahip with iu existing represenUtiveB at Methley make very 
dear to me, is usually derived from the Italian family of Savelli ; this seems 
again to be of Roman origin, and to come from the ancient word Savillum, 
a cake. There is a receipt how to make one in the 84th note of Cato the 
Censor i* R» naticd. 
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serve you, but this season afTords nothing. I drinke your health in 
good white wyne, but the mischief is that 'tis too far to convey some 
of it to you. 

Your newes of the King's being in Wight was the first I had 
thereof; the next day I had leners thereof from London and Rouen. 
I Chanke you for your booke, and that also which you desird S' 
Thomas Glemham to send to mee, but I confesse I now long more 
than ever I did since this warr to heare the next newes, for I expect 
some very soddaine and furious attempts of y* levellers, which, never- 
theless, I confess I feare not, for I thinks lesse danger to monarchy 
in their rashnes and violences then in the parliament's more moderate 
course. If you meet with the Case of the Army, or any of those 
levelling books, and have not occasion to use them, I would willingly 
see them, to compare them with Utopia, which certainly resembles 
them, and is not very irrational. My wife presents her humble ser- 
vice to your lady and self, and so doth most thankfully, 

S^ yo'' most affectionate fkithfull servant, 

T. Hanhek. 

Sir Thomas Hammer toSiti Richard fiROWNE. 

S% Angers, I3*-Apr. 1649. 

I heare that our King^ is expected shortly at Paris, and in- 
tends for Ireland ; my request therefore is, that you would let mee 
know the ceruinty thereof, and at what port in BritUny, Normandy* 
or elsewhere bee intends to take shipping, and about what tyme, that 
I may order my affaires soe as to give myselfe the honor and happines 
of kissing his hands. My iourncy to Paris would bee very long and 
chargeable, and therefore I should be very glad towayt on him at the 
sea port, or somewhere on his way. You will oblige mee much in 
ascertaining mee of his motion. 

Yesterday I return'd from Nants, where I mett vrith one M' 
Hollis, an English merchant residing there, who thought bee should 



' This was King Charles the Second, King Charles the First having' 
been beheaded in the previous January, 
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have some occasion to wayte on you, or send to you, about a ship of 
bis stayd by the French in Belle Isle. I assured him of your readines 
to assist our merchants, and shall likewise assure you that hee is a 
very honest able man, and right for the King, and see recomend him 
to you. The news out of Ireland was certainly there, by ships 
lately come in, that O'Neale was not ioynd by my L** Ormond,nor 
like sodainly to bee, nor Dublyn taken, but that Prince Rupert took 
many prizes,' and lately the Constant Warwicke ; shee was at first 
said to bee sunke by him, but the latest newes sales shee is taken and 
in Ireland ; shee hath 15 brasse gunns. 

I left my L** Falkland and Doctor Maplet at Nantes; they goe 
towards Bourdeaux within ten dayes, and desir'd mee to present their 
service to you. My L** Willoughby is at S' Malocs, and most of our 
English driven hence by the late warr here betwixt this towne and 
castle, but we are now <)uiet, though Nantes will not lay down their 
arms as yet; but the bult is in the populace only. I shall now 
trouble you no further, S', but with my memory and my service to 
your selfe and Lady, and soe rest, 
S', 

Your most faithfull Servant, 

T. Hanhbr. 

I take the liberty to cntreate this letter may be safely delivered 
to Per uchot,' because I know not where hee lodges at this tyme. My 
service, I pray you, to all my friends. 

In 1651, by indenture dated ist September, Sir Thomas 
leased to Andrew Ellice of Althrey, and John Eyton of Lees- 
wood, esquires, his manor of Hanmer with its demesnes, and 
several other lands in Hanmer and Penley, the impropriate 
tithes of Hanmer parish, etc., etc., for the purpose of paying 



' A portion of the fleet had adhered to Prince Rupert. 
' Fenichot was a florist, some of whose roots and seeds Sir Thoma* 
lived afterwards to plant at Bcttiifield. 
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his debts incurred in the Civil War, and raising a portion for 
his daughter Trevor, out of the rents, for eight years, and he 
never afterwards lived at Hanmer. This was preparatory to 
his return to England in peace, which not long afterwards he 
happily accomplished. One of his first acts appears to have 
related to the redress and improvement of his estate, by the 
purchase which he eflfccted of the disputed manorial rights of 
the Hundred of Maelor. These, which conflicted with his 
own, and were often otherwise denied, involving opposite 
ideas about commons, and having nothing very certain about 
them except the Court of the Hundred, and the Overton 
Court Baron, scenes of little litigation, he sought to extinguish, 
or at least to acquire, and he ultimately purchased them, in 
conjunction with Mr. John Bridgeman, and Mr. Lloyd of 
Halghton, in 1656, for £10^0. The following letter, dated 
from Haulton, while his mother, Lady Dorothy, still lived 
there, refers to the treaty and proposition. 

J tnu eepf §f my Utttr tt Sir Orlando Bridssman abnit Mayhn 

and smtt excbangti, Nov. zoth, 1653. 

Sir Haulton. 

I have recicTcd jrours of the I5tb of this month, but cannot 

yet be of opinion that my Lady^ will either make more money or 

friends by selling Maylors by parceU, for the entire royalty is a coble 

thing, but broicen to pieces will be nothing considerable, and as for 

pleasing the generality of the gentry by letting every one have the 

town his estate lies in, that cannot possibly be done, because tbe 

towns are so great that in many of them there are two or more 

gentlemen of quality who would be competitors, and if one be pleased 

* The Countesa of Derby, Charlotte de U Tremouille, at that time 
owner of Maylor Hundred Courts and Haoor of Overton Madoc, deriving 
title irom a grant by King Edward IIL to Eubule Le Strange, 
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the other will be displeued, so what you intend for a general latis- 
fiKtion will become the seed-plot of contentioa If my Lady finds it 
more for her advantage to sell the whole together) I ahall give her 
more than I believe others, will, hut if the contrary be resolved I de- 
sire to have the parish of Hanmer, which consists of six townships,* 
viz. : — Hanmer, Bettistield, Bronington, Tybrotighton, Willington, 
and Halghton ; in the three first I have good houses and demesnes^ 
and in the other three very considerable freeholds. The other gentle- 
men tiut are most interested in this parish are my Cosin Hanmer, 
whose house of The Fens is in this township of Bronington, but I 
hope he and I nuy easily agree ; Mr. Lloyd of Halghton, though he 
resides there, perhaps may be better pleased with the royalties of all 
Overton pari^, where he hath most land, and relinquish Halghton 
to me, being in Hanmer parish, be shall have my interest out to 
Overton, though I have some estate there. There is no other gentle- 
man in Hanmer but my Cosin Dymock, who lives in Willington. I 
believe he would oppose what he could. In Woithenbury, Judge 
Puleston and Mr. Broughton of Broughton are the only persoiu of 
quality. In Bangor, my Cosin Andrew Ellis must not be foi^tt, 
and in Bodidris Sir Evan Lloyd. As for die other little parcels beyond 
Dee it matters not who hath them; in Penley, myself and my uncle 
Roger have most of the town. There remains only the Coun Baron 
of Overton to be considered of, which every gentleman may perhaps 
desire, because it is pretended that all the other towns of Maylor owe 
suite to that Court, and we are daily of late years called, presented, 



^ The guarantee against trespass and usurpation, as he states his 
object to be, which Sir Thomas acquired for himself by this purchase, was 
mostly within these limits, but the Courts while they lasted were held 
jointly, in the names of the joint purchasers. Hiey have been obsolete 
now for more than forty years ; we in our time having been of much the 
same mind about them, especially considering the Indoaure Acts, as Sir 
Thomas expressed in this letter in the days of the Commonwealth. Hie 
free fishery of the river Dee, of the same nature as free warren, once 
belonged to this manor within its bounds, and the common of fishery in 
coracles exercised by the fishermen of Overton and Bangor is a relic and 
ancient coincident of the claim. 
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and fined therein, though unjustly. Became of these pretension* I 
would very gladly purchase that Court to free all my estate from a 
foreign jurisdicttoir and occasion of suites for trifles, for many times 
much money is spent about appearing at Courts and suits and ser- 
vices there, which are of litt(c profit to any. 

I am perhaps partial to myself in this case, but I rely much in 
my Lady's generosity ; I stand'an old and &ithful friend and servant 
to her house above others. You and I have seen middle courses, 
'though ever so plausible, not ever prove the best. This is all I shall 
trouble you with in this matter, but that I doubt not to make good 
my manor of Hanmcr, and divers other privileges in these parts, yet 
tx ahundantt I would also consider my Lady's rights or pretensions. 
I hope now you understand me you will believe I aim only at my 
own defence, and not at lording it over my equals, whose envy, 
nevertheless, I must deale plainly, I had rather have than be subject 
to their power and dominion. I leave all to your consideration and 
friendship, only putting you in mind of what wc learned at school, 
Anucui ttrtus re inctrta eernitur. As for the exchanges between us, 
you are mistaken if you think Heath's tenement rates at;^25 a year, 
it hath been let several tymes for j^zS, but never could reach jfjo. 
There are also for certain three lives in being in it, so that you have 
computed the reversion at two years' purchase too much. As for 
the present rent, will ^ve you eighteen years' purchase for it, and 
do expect the same for my land in Felton and Oswestry from you, 
which being demanded when we spoke together you thought not 
unreasonable. When you have leisure let me receive, I beseech 
you, your answer to this letter, and let me know whom my Lady 
Derby will send into these parts and when, that I may be at home. 
If he will take such entertainment as my house affords during his 
stay in this country he shall be welcome, and perhaps I may further 
him in the service. Excuse the length hereof, to which the variety 
and nature of the business hath enforced me, and accept the humble 
service of your affectionate and faithful friend, 

Tho. Hanmbr. 

Notes iuto/Sn Thomas Hanmbr's Peeiet Books. 
Tuesday, 2nd May, 1654. I went from London to Hengrave; 
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and came from Heograve to Haulton on Saturday the 13th of May, 
1654. 

Oct. 1654. After Flint Assizes I went to 'London, and staid 
there about a week, and came to Hengrave the 7th of Nov'; where 
I continued till the 23rd of Feb' follvwing, and then came to Haulton 
with W. Bedow and T. Lloyd the i6tb of Feb' 1654.. I left my 
wife and the two children at Hengrave. 

My mother the Lady Dorothy Hanmer died at Haulton the izth 
of Nov' 1656, and was buried at Hanmer. 

Windsor Coach, Great Red Lion in Fleet Street and at the 
George at Fleet Bridge, is. dd, to Slough at the Geoi^, and 3^. bd. 
at the Red Lion : also at the White Hart by Charing Cross is the 
Reading Coach, 3^. f>d. 

I came to Hengrave from London with Mr. Cowley' and 
William Bedow on Tuesday the 7th of Nov' 1654. I staid then in 
London just nine days, and was five days coming up to London from 
Haulton. 

March 12th, 1654. I sold 6 oxen at Whitchurch for liL iji. bd. 

March 31st, 1654. I paid H^nbotham for casting up clay at 
W^tllington and Bettisfield for 51,000 bricks at id. a thousand. Alio, 
I allowed out of bis rent towards casting and turning the zo,ooo at 
Mr. Canning's 13/. 4</. 

April 7th, 1655. Young Fisher is to pay 5/. for the rabbits (at 
Haulton), and to destroy 'em before the end of 1655. 

April I2th, 1655. I sold a fat cow to Shrewsbury men tot ^ u. 
whereof they paid one shilling, and the other 4/- ^^*^ "^ to pay 
Trevor' when they fetch the cow. The same day Whitchurch 
butchers paid me for an ox 5/. 4^. 2d. which I received. 

My cousin Frances Kynastonwas contracted to Mr. Mainwaring 
the 23rd of August, 1656. 

I ^re Jack, when he went to Oxford the end of June 1656, 7/. 
I sent him in September by George Smith 20/. to Oxford. 



^ This was Cowley the poet ; he was a great friend of the Hervey 
family. A book (Le Cuisinier Francois) which he gave to Lady Hanmer, 
and ia so marked in her writing, ia now in the library at Bettisfield. 

' Hia daughter Trevor, afterwards Lady Warner. 
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I gave Jack> a note of 225/. and sent him to Paris. I paid his 
tailor's bill for making his black suit when he went to Oxford, 3/. 
I gave him at Havlton tn Jan' 1656 to go to Anglesea, 10/. I gave 
him a bay mare that cost 12/. 

The wooden frames of the lodgings ordinarily tn Covent Garden 
are 4 inches broad and 3 thkk, the lower lights are 37 inches high 
within the frame and 15 broad, the lights above the transum are 19 
inches high ; the frames are flat, not rounded, rebated on the outside 
for the glasses and casement to fill in and on the inside for wooden 
shutters of deal. 

Books lent by me : " Leviathan " to my uncle Roger. First 
part of ** The History of Charles 5th," in Spanish, to Mr. Morice 
of Isleworth.' 

Tultpes sent to Sir J. Trevor, 1654: i Peruchot, i Admiral 
Enchuysen^ i of my Angelicas, i Comisetu, i Omen, i of my 
best Dianas, all very good bearing rootes> sent by my wife from 
Haulton. 

June 1655. Ld. Lambert. I sent him by Rose a very great 
mother root of Agate Hanmer.* 

Lord Lambert hath the yellow jasmyn, the double striped pbme- 
granate, many Narcissi of Constantinople and Algiers. Mr. Bodyng- 
ton, a merchant, furnishes Lord Lambert with these varieties- 
Walker of St James's has many Virginia plants. The locust 
tree, he saith, bears a tayle of white flowers : it comes from Vir^nia. 

June 1656. Tulipes given to Ld. Lambert : Belle Isabelle, Belle 
Susanne, etc. 

Tillipes then given Mrs. Thurloe: 2 Von Velzens, i Gen. 
Zugman, etc. Tulipes then given Mr. Hygens : 1 Peach MorilHon, 
etc. etc 

' His son John, afterwards third baronet. 

' There is a portrait of this Mr. Morice, by Vandyck, at Eatingfton in 
Warwickshire, belonging to my friend Mr. Evelyn Philip Shirley. 

* This was a tulip grown at Bettisfield ; its colours were gris de lin, 
crimson, and white. Rea speaks of it as one of the most beautiful of 
flowers; and Sir Thomas, much to his credit, did not keep it to himself, 
but gave it among his friends. Lord Lambert was the Parliamentary 
General. 
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In my last letter I wrote to Moryn {P. Moryn le Jeusne dit 
troisieme) I would ^ve but 16 pistoles for the anemonies and ranun- 
culus I sent for in my Artt letter. He asked 18 pistoles. 

I thought once of extracting here some passages from a 
little volume of out-of-the-way bit^raphy^ relating to one of 
Sir Thomas's children, mentioned on his monument, namely, 
his daughter Trevor, afterwards wife of Sir John Warner of 
Parham in Suffolk, who, with her husband and children, em- 
braced the Roman Catholic religion and retired in the time of 
Charles II. into separate monasteries in Flanders ; but the 
memoir, which is addressed to Queen Mary of Modena by a 
Jesuit priest of the name of Nevile, one of the chaplains to 
the melancholy Court of St. Germain's, though it describes 
domestic scenes and incidents of interest in this house, is 
scarcely capable of being used apart from its original intention. 
The Althrey, an old house near the Dee, where she passed 
some time, still exists as a ^um house, and some years ago 
was the subject of a picturesque description by Miss Mar- 
tineau. A portrut of Lady Warner remains at Bettisfield. 
She inherited or shared her father's love for flowers, and is 
mentioned with honour accordingly m Rea's Flora; an in- 
teresting book, since it gives the best account of the horticul- 
ture of that period. It also shows, by long lists of fruit-trees 
and plants which Sir Thomas Hanmer brought newly into 
England, how he had employed his days of exile at Rouen 
and Angers. At the latter place his son William was born, 
as appears by the following ordinance : 

Ak Ordinance for tbt Naturalization ef William Hanmer 
jm tf Sir Thomas Hanmer of Hanmer^ in the county of Flinty 
Baronit. 
Whereat Sir Thomas Hanmer of Hanmer, in the Countie of 
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Flint, Baronet, and Dame Sutan his wife, being ;U>out seven years 
sithence in the city of Angien in the realm of France, thejr there 
had borne unto them William Hanmer their son: Be it ordained by 
his Highness the Lord Protector, by the advice of his counsel!, that 
the said William Hanmer be naturalized £nglish,and the said William 
Hanmer is hereby naturalized English and made capable to enjoy 
and perceive all the rights, liberties, franchises, privileges, and immu- 
nities of an English native, in as free and ample a maimer as if the 
said William Hanmer had been borne in Ei^land, any law, custom, 
or usage to the contrary hereof in any wise notwithstanding. 
Hen. Scobell, 

Gierke of the Counceil. 
Passed 22*^ August 1654. 

Letter aeeempanying tbt Ordinance. 
Sir, 

Inclosed you shall receive your Ordinance, which after much 
labor and attendance Mr. Scobell delivered me with his own hands, 
and his service to Sir John Trevor and yourself remembered. I have 
it but at this instant, and time gives me no more scope to deliver 
myself at present, save to inform you that by the next you shall hear 
more at large from him that is and will ever remain 

Your most assured servant, 
iS" Aug. 165+. Edw. Parry. 

I pray let me know if this comes to your hand. 

Endorsed by Sir Thomas Hanmer : " He was also naturalized 
again in the Convention 1660 when the King returned, and the next 
Parliament after that, once more." 

Content to cultivate his garden,' and to read his books at 
this period. Sir Thomas proceeded still further in reconcilia- 



' 1 6nd the following note in his handwriting about tulips: 

" Set them in the ground about the full moon in September, about 
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tion with, or at least obedience to, the ruling powers, as 
appears by the following acquittance of his fine made by 
authority of the Protector. 

In the Great Court Rolle of the Exchequer of the yearc of 
our Lord 1655, in Wales. 

FlIKT, 

Thomas Hinmer of Hanmer, in the said county, Bironet, delin- 
quent, oweth Sixteen hundred and thirty-seven pounds three shillings 
and fourpcnce, that is to say, Fourteen, part of Fifteen hundred 
pounds, for a fine upon him set or imposed by the Commissioners for 
compounding with delinquents the twenty-tiurd day of Nov. 1645, 
for his delinquency and estate, which said iine was allowed or con- 
firmed by the Commons assembled 10 Parliament and not otherwise 
the twentieth day of March, 1646, and the residue for interest for 
the same remaining due and unpaid. But he is discharged of the said 

four inches asunder and under (bur inches deep. Set the early ones 
where the aun m the spring may come hot on them. Set the later kinds 
where the noon sun may not be too fierce on them. Let the earth be 
mold taken from the fields, or where wood stacks have been, and mix it 
with B fourth part or more of sand. Make your beds at least half a yard 
thick of this mold. Tulips live beat planted alone, but you may put some 
anemonies with them on the outside the beds if they be raised high, and 
round. They will come up in December and January, and the early 
sorts flower in the latter end of March and beginning of April, the other 
a fortnight or more al^er them. Set the mother roots by themselves, and 
the young ofTseta by themselves. The new varieties of tulips come irom 
sowing their seeds, but the seedlings will be five years at least before they 
bear a flower. Keep old strong roots for seed, of such kinds as have blue 
cups and purple chives, and are striped with pure white, and carnations 
or gridelines or murreys. The single colours with blue cups or bottoms 
and purple chives will most of them parrach or stripe and will stand two 
years untemoved when the roots are old." 

These and other similar instructions may be obsolete enough now, but 
they have some interest in the place where they were put in practice 
more than two hundred years ago. 
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sums and all of them, by virtue of a Writ of his Highness Oliver 
Lord Protector of the Commoiiwealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and the dominions and territories thereunto belonging, under 
his said Highness's Privy Seal, to the Commissioners of his Treasury, 
Treasurer, and Barons of the Exchequer at Westminster, Attorney- 
General, Rememhrancer, Clerk of the Pipe, and other the Officers 
and Ministers of his said Exchequer, in that behalf directed, bearing 
date at Westminster the twenty-third day of July in the year of our 
Lord 1655, and inrolled in the Remembrance of the Exchequer at 
Westminster ; that is to say, among the Records of the terme of St 
Michael, in the year of our Lord 1657, in custody of His Highness's 
Remembrancer. And he is quitt. 

E. Crokk, Gierke of the Pipe. 

After this, in June, 1655, but, as it appears, before the 
tardy registration of this discharge, Sir Thomas, by deed 
between himself and Sir William Hervey of Ickworth, and 
John and Thomas Hervey, sons of Sir William, setded on his 
then wife. Dame Susan, and their sons, William and Thomas 
Hanmer, the manor house of Bettisfietd, which William ac- 
cordingly inherited with assurance against any act done by 
himself, or by his father Sir John, or by his grandfather Sir 
Thomas; thus marking the succes^on through which it came 
to him. The initials of that ^ Thomas and of his wife 
Katherinc Mostyn are over the fire-place in the little library. 
The oak shield of arms in the entrance is not identified by any 
arms of a wife impaled, and consists only of quarterings, of 
which the last, two dolphins hauriant, is attributed to the 
name of Hanmer in Sylvanus Morgan's book of heraldry, 
and was borne in like manner by the Speaker ; but I am not 
otherwise informed about it. There are also three crests, one 
of which evidently belongs to this coat. I surmise that it re- 
lated to the acquisition of some water rights by Sir Thomas 
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of Musselborough Field, by whom, I think, it was adopted, in 
addition to his own ; but the beauty of arms seems to me to lie 
in simplicity ; thus I think even quarterings objectionable, and 
augmentations still more, Dante several times describes peo- 
ple by their arms; so he says of one of the Pagani, " // Uonctl 
del nido bianco" but if he had confused his shield with quar- 
terings there would have bee^ nothing definite about it 

The peace which Cavaliers who would live in peace were 
to enjoy was further announced by the following Discharge 
OF Decimation -.-^ 

By the Majur-Gentral and Commissimert fir uetiring the peace of the 
Nation within the six cauntiet of North Walts^ tilting at JVrexham^ 
the twentf-secmd day efjuiy-, 1656. 

Whereas wc have this day received an order from His Highness 
and Council signifying that they have received satisfaction in the case 
of Sir Thomas Hanmer, fiaronet, and have thereupon ordered that 
all proceedings i^Inst his person or estate upon the orders or instruc- 
tions to the Major-General and Commissioners for putting in execu- 
tion the orders of his Highness and the Council for securing the 
peace of the Commonwealth be discharged, and all further proceed- 
ings gainst him to be forborne : It is thereupon this day ordered, that 
the said Sir Thomas Hanmer his person and esute be discharged and 
acquitted from any further trouble or molestation by reason of any 
former allegations of delinquency whatsoever. C^ven under our 
hands the day and year first above written, 

A. Elus, and others. 

Extract fi'tm MSS. af Sir Thomas Hanmer now remaining at 
BettisfieldoH GarD£NINo.> 

As soon as peace hath introduced plenty and wealth into a 
country, men quickly apply themselves to pleasures, and by degrees 

' In 1655 some one appears, by a:note which I have lately found, to 
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endeavour to improve them to the height Amongst the innocent 
oneSipersoiuof qualityandingenuityhaveinall ages delighted them- 
telve* with beautiful gardens, whose chiefest ornaments are choice 
flowers* trees, and plants ; after which rarities the French and Dutch 
have for some years past been most diligent enquirers and collectors, 
as the Italians and Germans before them, and since our late war 
many of this nation. The rich among us now are not satisfied with 
good houses and parks, or handsome avenues and issues to and from 
their dwellings, their ambition and curiosity extends also to very 
costly embellishments of their gardens, orchards, and walks, and 
some spare no charge, amongst other things, in procuring the rarest 
flowers and plants to set them forth withal. Yet, though this way of 
beautifying and diveruscmcnt comes apace into ^hion, few know 
how to choose well their materials of this kind, or to order and dis- 
pose of them, and so are at much charge in vain, their gardeners being 
also for the most part very inexpert and dull. To remedy this in some 
measure this ensuing Catalogue of choice plants, yet such as will 
bear our climate, is exhibited to the public,* with short directions for 
their preservation and increase, not meddling with their medicinal 
qualities, whereof so many volumes have been written. The tract is 
as little as may be, the intention being only for a temporary help to 
the lovers of this way of delight, forseeing that perfecter things will 
come forth. Thus much more is not unfit to be premised, that not 



have sent Sir Thomai an Amaryllis lily from Barbadoes ; it was received 
and planted at Bettisfield in that year, and wag esteemed a great curiosity, 
but it would not flower more than once ; the stems are described as about 
two feet high, the flowers of a pinkish orange hue, and the leaves, only 
larger, like those of daffodils ; the plant is common enough now, in 
many varieties. 1 believe that firom Barbadoes is called Equestris. 

Another note relates to some vines had by Sir Thomas from Rose, King 
Charles the Second's gardener in St. James's Park, two of which, one 
called the Lombard Vine, the other, with a small red berry, called the 
right Rhenish Grape, are said to have been personalty recommended by 
the King. 

' &r Thomas's collections seem to have been given to Rea and used 
by him in his Flora, and were not published by himself. 
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only the whole designs or laying ouC of garden grounds are much 
different from what our fathers used, but the inward parts or works 
also. In these days the borders are not hedged alx>ut with privet, 
rosemary, or other such herbs, which hide the view and prospect, and 
nourish hurtful worms and insects, nor are sundard fruit trees suf- 
fered to grow so high or thicic as to shadow and cumber the soyle, 
but all is now commonly near the house laid open and exposed to 
the sight of the rooms and chambers, and the knots and borders are 
upheld only with very low coloured boards or stone, or tile. If the 
ground be spacious, the next adjacent quarters or parlerret, as the 
French call them, are of^en of line turf, but as low as any green to 
bowl on ; cut out curiously into embroidery of flowers and shapes of 
arabesques, animals or birds, or feuillages, and the small alleys or 
intervals filled with several coloured sands and dust with much art, 
with but few flowers in such knots, and those only such as grow very 
low, least they spoil the beauty of the embroidery. 

Those remote from the habitation are compartments, as they call 
them, which are knots also, and borders destined for flowers, yet 
sometimes intermixed with grasswork, and on the outside beautified 
with vases on pedestals, or dwarf cypresses, firs, and other greens, 
which will endure our winters, set uniformly, at reasonable distances 
from each other, and in these great grounds beyond arc either laby- 
rinths with hedges kept cut to a man's height, or thickets for birds 
cut through with gravelly walks, or you have variety of alleys set with 
elms, limes, abeles, firs, and pines, with fountains, cascades, and 
statues.' These large grounds are commonly a third part longer than 
broad, and cannot well be less than two or three hundred yards in 
length ; but it suffices most gentlemen to have only a square or 
oblong piece of ground of three score or eighty yards, with handsome 
gravel walks; and all florists have, besides the embroidery and com- 
partments where their guests amuse themselves, a little private 

' So says Cowley, whom I quote from memory: — 

" Hail ! (dd patrician trees, wo great and good ; 
Hail ! thOu plebeian underwood, 

Where the poetic birds rejoice, 
And for their quiet nests and bounteoua food 

Pay with a grateful voice." 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



9l A MEMORIAL OF THE 

•efDiiiar7> to keep toch treasures as are not to be exposed to every 
one's view, and a winter house for shelter of plants, of which more 
hereafter, &c. &c. &c. 

Fruit Tkees in the Great Garden at Bettiifield, 1660^ Jnim m Mem»- 
random in the handwriting ^Snt Thomas Hahusk. 

Against die south wall are one a|mcocke from Mr. Rea, three 
apricockcs from London, one pcache from a French stone, raised at 
Bettisfield, 1660, and two red^icart cherries bom TrcnllTn. In 
the corner next to the turf walk one pear from Bowen, I think a 
bergamot. 

Against the west wall there, frwm the south wall to the door, all 
plums from Colonel Jefireyes, except one double-flowered cherry and 
one Morocco plum next the door ; on the other side the door, first 
a bullen plum, then a Turkey ^um, then a king plum, then a Cat^ 
Ionia plum, and a duke cherry, a cornelian. 

Against the north wall these plums from Trevallyn, viz. the »^n^ 
cocke plum and the orange, and one plum from Colonel Jefirys. 

Against the east wall in the Great Garden, May cherries; a car- 
nation cherry about the middle of the wall; aduke cherry at the end, 
close by the north wall ; a cornelian from Rea marbled, and a Turkey 
plum from Rea. 

Against the stack of chimneys and the wall between the 
chimney and the door are a rare vine, a vine from K. Eyton, a 
Bon Cfar^en pear, and a peach from a French stone, raised at Bettis- 
field 1660. 

Against the wall by the green turf walk are peaches that were 
removed from Haulton,' which came thither from London; and one 
peach raised at fiettisfield from a French stone 1660, which peach is 
the next to the Great Garden door next the orchard ; there are also 
two heart cherries and a cornelian tree at the end by the yew tree. 

Ag^Bt the wall by the graveUy walk towards the highway are all 
peaches, two of which, viz, the first next to the Court Gate is a 



I I have an account like this of the contents of the prden at Haulton, 

1654- 
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Roinao peach, and the third from the gate i> a nutm^ peach ; the 
next ve all peaches from stones set by me at Lewisham, and removed 
thence to Bettislield. 

In the little court with the stone stun against the littie garden 
wall arc three peaches from Mr. Bate, viz., a Morillo peach next 
the little garden door, then a Newington peach, and then a Persian 
peach. 

Against the other wall, over agaiiut these peaches, are two plums 
from Rea. 

In the little garden ^;ainst the south wall, beginning from the 
house, are four common apricocket, then an early apricocke, then a 
bellowes peach, near the corner. 

A^LJnsC the east wall of the little garden by the two sycamores,' 
are, b^;inning from the south wall, first, three peaches raised 1660, 
at Bettisfield, from French stones, then a peach de Pau, then a Savoy 
peach. 

1660. Floweks in the Great Garden^ Deeemhtr, Bettisfield. 

In the first of the four little bordered beds in the midst of the 
bordered knot : — The ist is that on the right-hand the path next to 
the house ; the ranks begin at the end next to the house, from the 
north to the south. 
Tulips. 

First Rank — i. Good marked Mother; 2. Dentelle Floras 

Mother t 3< New Hazard Mother t 4. VTiiow Mother. 
SecondRank^t. Proteus Mother ; i.Tellier Mother^ 3. Black 

Prince Mother } 4. Puissant Mother. 
Third Rank — i. Bonne 1 2. Carthago ; 3. Piece a portee ; 4. A 

marked tulip^ 
Fourth Rank — i. Charmantet 2. Olympia; 3. Agate Poictevint 

4. New Hazard. 
Fifth Rank — l. Saturn; 2. Carth^o; 3. Hair colour; 4. L'ahUly, 

' These two lyeamorei were very large trees, and atanding in my 
time, but it became necessary to remove them, and walnuts and deodars 
now grow in their place. 
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Sixth Rank — i. Polonoisj 2. Memorable i 3. Erinunthei 4. 
Trois Couleim. 

Seventh Ranlc — i. Jaspee Anglaise ; 2. A good marked one. 

In the two further corners of the first bed arc two colchicum 
chives, and in the next two corners two roots of Liere de Paris 
anemone. 

The second little bed is the further of the two on the right hand. 
In the middle of this bed is one Double Crown Imperial. In the end 
are six rows of Iris raised from seed by Rca -, also polyanthuses and 
daffodils. In the four corners of this second bed are four roots of 
good anemones. 

The third little bed is the first of the four on the left hand. 

First Rank — i hyacinth of Lisle, a good watchct* colour ; 6 jon- 
quils i 1 hyacinth of Peru. 

Second Rank — 6 double yellow jonquils, and i black fritellary in 
the middle. 

Third Rank— I gray fritellarj; 6 red Deuscaninus; i gray fritel- 
lary. 

Fourth Rank — 2narcissus,palewings and yellow cups; 2musarte 
oriental narcissi. 

Fifth Rank — 2 great white Argires ; 2 Belles de Brussells. 

Sixth Rank — 2 Belles du Val narcissi, all yellow ; 2 yellow Ar- 
gires narcissi. 

Seventh Rank — 2 Belles Fourniere narcissi, all yellow, greater 
flower than the Argires ; 2 Constantinople narcissi, double, 
bore not. 

Eighth Rank — 2 Belle Selmane narcissi, right dear ones ; i Bel 
del Vine narcissus, small white and yellow cup. 

Ninth Rank — i colchicum vernale ; 3 Iris dell' Abbaye, one 
died ; 2 colchicum vernale. 

Tenth Rank — i gray fritillarej 6 white Oeuscaninus; l gray 
fritillare. 

' Watchet is azure or sky-blue — at least so I find it in Vrrf» Chaucer, 
and that colour is certainly hyacinthine. There are several notes on the 
names of coloun in another of Sir Thomaa'B pocket-bookn, among them 
are Amaranthc, a kind o( liver-colour ; Celadon, a kind of green ; Bertino, 
a bluish grey ; Turchino, a pale blue ; Gilvus, a very pale red. 
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Eleventh Ruik — 6 double yellow jonquils. 

Twelfth Rank — i hyacinth of Peru; 6 jonquils j i hyacinth of 

Lisle. 
The fourth bed, being the further of the four little beds fi-om the 
house on the left hand. 

First Rank — ^The Kind Mother, and an ofiset by it; 2. Dentelle 

Flora's Mother ; 3. Perseus Mothers 4- good marked. 
Second Rank — Dorothy of Holland ; 2. Agate Bizarre Mother 

and ofiset ; 3. Barbancon's Mother ; 4. Agate Bizarre. 
Third Rank — Suprems Mother; 2. Oronte Mother; 3. Feuilles. 

traitc, great offset ; 4. Deepe offset. 
Fourth Rank — Agate Poictevin ; 2. Barbancon's or Carthago 

Mother ; 3. Memorablle Mother and oRset ; 4. Charlottes. 
Fifth Rank — Susan Agate Mother; 2.Cupidon Mother; 3. Puis- 

sante Mother ; 4. Two Isabel or Agate Poictevins. 
Sixth Rank — New Hazard Mother ; 2. Amazone ; 3. Oriental 

Moryn ; 4. Tamises. 
Seventh Rank — 1. Passye Belyn; 2. General Norris; 3. Clytus) 

4. Good marked ofiset. 
Eighth Rank — i. Mahomet; 2. L'Abeile; 3. Carthago Mother} 

4. Belle Isabel 
Ninth Rank — i. Dieppe; 2, Phcenix; 3. Feuillstraite : 4. Aurora. 
Tenth Rank — i. Trois Couleurs; 2. Agate Hanmer; 3. Best 

Anglaises ; 4. Bonnes Bigeures. 
Eleventh Rank — Proteus Mother; 2. Heliodore; 3. Radigonde; 

4. Altiquife or Saturn. 
Twelfth Rank — i. Guymet ; 2. Velours ; 3. La Fin j 4. Frigen. 
Thirteenth Rank — i. Royal Vesu; 2. Viceroy; 3. Isabella; 

4. Zuyman. 
All the little bordered beds, besides the four tittle middle ones of 
that quarter, are full of anemones on the outsides and tulips and nar- 
cissuses in the midst, with some ^Uy-fiowers and some irises at the 
ends of the beds, and cyclamens at the four corners. 

The border under the south wall tn the Great Garden is full of 
good anemones, and near the musk rose are two roots of the daffodil 
of Constantinople &om Rea, and a martagon pomponium. 

In the border under my Lady's closet are anemones and two 
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pieces of Liere de Parit, and two double yellov ranunculutes, and a 
great root of Georgina tulips, and a root of Queen May, and some 
tulips, I know not what, and two good red cowslips, and two roots of 
two sorts of rare Virpnian martens. 

In the border, under the stack of chimneys by the door, are 
tulips, I know not what, and crocuses. 

In the border under the west wall, by the court door, are ofisets 
of all manner of tulips and anemones. 

In the border under the north wall are beares ears (auriculas) and 
cowslips ; some of the beares cars are marked, which came from 
Rose and Tom Turner ; those that came from Rose last are set by 
the corner next to the court wall, by the duke cherry. One faire 
Prances, two purple Frances, one red bud, four roses olive, five 
yeomen of Kent, six Virgin's gift- 
In the border under the wall within the garden by the grasse walk 
are several roots of fraxinellas, and Virginia spider worts, and prim- 
roses, and some anemonies and daffodils. 

While these anemones were growing the winds outside 
thdr garden walls brought the clouds in new shapes over the 
horizon ; the Restoration had taken place, and this event had 
a great parochial effect, especially on the minds of those who 
had been ibr some years accustomed to the Presbyterian 
ministry. The renewed prayer for the King was the '• rittial- 
ism" of those days, and exercised in bis mind, according to 
the tradition of the parish, as I have often heard, a worthy in- 
dividual, mentioned in the following letter : — 

hETTRK/rem Sim Thomas Hakmbr ta Sir Job Charlton,> aheut 
Mr. LuKB Lloyd of the Bry», an ancestor of the Kenjon family in 
ibis parish, 
Mr Lord, 

About Michaelmas last, complaint being made to me and 

other jusdces of the peace in this neighbourhood of a strange, irre- 

' &r Job Charlton of Ludibrd, Bart, Chief Justice of Chester, and 
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verent, and bold carriage of one Mr. Luke Lloyd the younger 
towards the Vicar of Hanmer Parish on a Sunday in the Chuich of 
Hanmer, we met together and examined several witnesses, whose 
depositions are here enclosed, and thereupon thought it our part to 
bind the said Mr. Lloyd to his good behariour to appear before your 
Lordship the next Assizes in Flintshire, The reasons inducing us 
were that the giving the lie was a great provocation to the breach 
of the peace, and being given in a sacred place and to a sacred per- 
son at the Communion board, we thought it fit to be transmitted 
over to your Lordship to proceed as in your wisdom should seem 
meet. Besides the former reasons, we had at that very time orders 
from his Majesty and the Lord President to have a special eye over 
such as conformed not to the Church or State, and to secure the 
most dangerous, and had many Nonconformists in this parish of 
Hanmer, who we feared would grow insolent if such an affront to 
the Church should pass unpunished. I having given your Lordship 
this account of our proceedings against Mr. Lloyd, I must now 
acquaint your Lordship that I am very credibly informed that Mr. 
Lloyd hath been with our Bishop, My Lord of Chester, and hath 
shown sorrow for his carriage, and hath promised conformity to the 
Church for the future j the like he hath also done to me, and I 
hope his professions are real, divers of his friends havii^ engs^ed 
their words for him, and upon their entreaties I am prevailed with 
to desire your Lordship's gentle usage of him, which is all I have to 
trouble you with at present } therefore I conclude, and remain 

Y' faithful serv*. 

Hanmer, March 12, 1665. Tho. Hanmer. 



for a short time Speaker of the House of Commons. He was father of 
Jane Charlton, wife of Thomas Hanmer of the Fens, mentioned further 
on. Their second son, Job Hanmer, was named aAer his maternal grand- 
father. 
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LbtTeb. writttti the year tf the Plagut by Mr. Hbrvey, Triasurer of 
^uien Kathekine, tt his brtlbtr-tn-Iatu SiR Thomas Hanmir, 
at Btttisfitld. 

Sir, Hengrave, zist July, 1665. 

I have been in great pain that I have not heard of you since 
the 13th of the last month, when I writt soon after to you, before 
tny coming from London, and gave you an account how I should 
dispose of your {^00, according to the liberty you gave me, as I 
have done, and left you a bond for the repayment of it within three 
months, and am ready to ^ve any other security, though that I 
think as good as any I can give. I hope you have no thoughts but 
of going on with Mr. Puleston. I have a good mind to the bargain, 
and would not if you please lose it, but the longer you defer it the 
moreconvenient for me, because I have furnished Her Majesty with 
all the money I had or could make, and shall not till about Christ- 
mas be reimbursed, and may not be till after ; yet what time you 
conclude for the payment of the money, give me as early notice of 
as you can, and the money shall infallibly be ready. You I hope 
will take the care to have the writings made as they ought. I have 
been here ever since the 22nd of last month ; all your friends in 
these parts are well, as I hope you and my dear sister and all yours 
are, which I beg to hear from you. A letter sent by the post to 
London directed only for me in this place near Bury in Suffolk I am 
told will certainly come to me as that this will to you. We are 
here all abouts (thanks be to God!) very well. Some alarmes my 
poor melancholy sister Hervey and ReynoMs have had of several 
people being sick at Bury, but no cause, God be praised ! The 
carrier with his wagon is prohibited, and any more commerce with 
London. He it now kept out of the town because a servant of his 
died upon the way from London, of the sickness it is suspected, 
tho' he has certificates of the contrary. I have had mine own house 
shut up at Cambridge upon suspicion too a fortnight since, but no 
more tick but ^at one person. How the sickness increases at 
London I need not tell you, it is too notorious. News from Ham|v 
ton Court I will not send by this circle, besides I think I have but 
little. By my lut I heard the Court was well and free of infecdoo, 
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tlio' there be no fft*t strictness against commerce with London, 
As soon ax tbe Irish business is over His Majesty intends to remove 
to Salisbury, and that my Lord of Cornbory has my Lord of Ches- 
terfeild's key, and Mr. Billings his scales ; if not, the newsbook will 
tell you. From hence I am sure you expect no news. My brother 
Tom is here. He, my brother Geoi^e, my wife, and all your 
friends present their hearty service to you and my dear sister t so 
does he that heartily prays for both your healths and happiness, and 
all that belongs to you, and is your most affectionate and bithfiil 
servant, 

J. Hervev. 

Sir John Coel is at Bury, and most that belong to this country 
from London. My Lady Walpoole and her sister are at Rush- 
brooke. 

To my honored friend. Sir Thomas Hanmer, at Bettislield, in Flint- 
shire'. 
To be left at Whitchurch in Shropshire by the Nantwich Post. 

'LvntAe/tht samt ytar from Sir £ubule Thslwal/s Sir Thomas 
Hanmbr at Btttiifiild. 
HoM' Sm. 

Some ten days since Franke Manley ^ve me hopes I should 
enjoy his company down from London, and we then had it in inten- 
tion to kiss your hands by the way ; though I missed of his company 
I came from London with the same thoughts, but truly am so tired 
with my journey, and find here and all along apprehensions of the 
sickness so great, that I cannot judge myself fit to visit any 
friend till I have spent some time otU of london air,' and have re- 

' It must have been even wotk in Cardinal Woliey's time, when, aa 
we read in his Life by Cavendish, " he would issue out holding in his 
hand a very ftir orange, whereof the meat or substance was taken out 
and filled up again wHh the parts of a sponge, wherein was vinegar and 
other infectioni against the pestilent air, the which he moat commonly 
smelt unto passing ammig the preas, or else when he was pestered with 
many suitors." 
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covered the losses ■ of my journey. The whole Court intended to re- 
move the next week, the King to Hampton Court, the Queen 
Mother to France, and the Duke to sea, for upon Monday evening 
a gentleman newly come from Whitehall assured me the news there 
were that about twenty sail of the Dutch were come out, and sailed 
northward, to joine as is supposed with De Ruyter and other convoys, 
which will necessitate our drawing towards the mouth of theTexel. 
The French talk not so loud at present as heretofore, yet the worst 
is still expected from them. Sir John Hanmer* and his lady are both 
well. The sickness it is hoped decreases. If I might know where to 
have the happiness of seeing you a week hence I should be glad to 
ride hard for it In the mean time be pleased to give my very humble 
service to your worthy Udy, my best respects to my cousins if any be 
with you. 

I am your obliged cousin and servant, 

EuBULS Thelwall. 
Whitchurch, 23rd June, 1665. 



Other Extracts Jram Notes in Pocket-Books in tbt Haiukitriting 
y Sir Thomas Hanmer. 

Novemb. the 2nd., being Tuesday, 1675, my son William 
Hanmer * was married to Mrs. Peregrine North, daughter to Sir 
Henry North, late of Mildenhall, in the county of SulFolkc, Baronet. 
The marriage was at Sir Tho, CuUom's house at Hawsted, whose 
wife is sister to my daughter in law. 

Aug. i6th, 1676,31 halfe an hower after 9 of thedocke at night, 
my son William Hanmer's first childe was borne at Betdsfield bouse 
in Flyntshire ; it was a daughter, and was christened at Hanmer 
Church on St. Bartholomew's day next following ; her name was 

' Lasses of leather I suppose. 

* Sir John Hanmer, then a knight, eldest son of Sir Thomas. He 
was Gentleman of the Chamber to King Charles the Second, and, being 
menttoned in this letter in connection with the Court, was perhaps in 
waiting at the time. 

* Eldest son of his marriage with Susan Hervey. 
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Susanna i> mj wife and Sir Tbo. Hervey*s lady were the godmothen, 
and Sir Henry Korth was god&ther. 

My grandchild Thomas Hanmer* was borne at Bettisiield on 
Monday, betwixt ten and eleven at night, being the 24th of Scptr. 
1677, and was christened there by Mr. Hilton on Tuesday sennight 
following, being the zd. of October 1677. I and my cosin Thomas 
Hanmer of the Fens were godfathers, and Mrs. Manley stood for the 
Lady Cullum of Hawsted in Suffblke as godmother. 

This Sir Thomas Hanmer served long in Parliament as 
member for Flintshire, in which capacity both he and his son 
Sir John, who at that time was member for Evesham, as after- 
wards for Flint, are sharply criticised as adherents of the Court 
by my honest and memorable predecessor in the representation 
of Hull, Andrew Marvel. Sir John, however, would have 
retrieved that fault in his censor's eyes, even at Hull itself, at 
the Revolution. Sir Thomas appears to have been happiest 
at Bettisfield among his trees and flowers.' In 1668 he writes 
thus to Mr. Evelyn, who adverts to him as a fnend in his 
memoirs : — 

Sir, Bettisfield, August 2ind, 1668. 

I have had so much company with me here this summer, and 
so many other avocations, that I had scarce time to scrible out those 
enclosed papers for you. They are but common observations, but 
true ones, and most of the famed secrets for meliorating flowers will 
not prove so. If you pardon my defects and accept of my desires to 
serve you I have my ends. Some other receipts I intended you, as 

' Afterwards Lady Bunbury. 

* Afterwards Sir Thomai, fourth and last baronet of that creation ; 
Speaker of the House of Commons. 

■ " Ille potens aui 

Lotusque deget, cui licet in diem 
Dixisse, Vixi." 
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for making cherry wine uid cowdip wine, but I have mitlaid dwm ; 

if I can find them in dme I shall send them to you. I judged it of 
no purpose to speak of more sorts of flowers than I have done, these 
being the choicest, and so much having been printed of the other 
sorts. I long exuemely to see your work ' public, having so spacious 
and delicious a field to walk in, and your knowledge being so exact, 
though general, that great pleasure as well as benefit must needs 
arise to the peruser thereof. Sir, the bearer hereof is one Mr. Eyton 
of the Inner Temple, a friend of mine, as his father was of your 
eldest brother's ; he is a young florist and planter, and desires to be 
recommended to your acquaintance, as I very heartily do to you, 
being a very civil ingenious person. My humble service to your 
lady, I beseech you, and to my noble friend Sir Richard Browne, and 
accept of the same to yourself from> 

Sir, 
Your most humble and fiuthful servant, 

Tho. Hanmbr. 
Sir Thomas is noted about this period by a distinguished 
foreign visitor, Cosmo, Duke of Tuscany, who says, that he 
called on him April 30th, 1669, in company with Sir John 
Trevor. He writes again from this house as follows to Mr. 
Evelyn : — ■ 

Sir, Bettisfield, Aug. 21st, 1671. 

I send you herewith some rootes of severall sorts ; the bear's 
ears and some of the anemones and ranunculus arc very good, but 
the tulipes (except the Agat Hantiur and the Ariana, and some 
others) are not extraordinary ; indeed my garden affords not now 
such varieties of rare tuUpes as I had formerly; most of my best 
died the first yearc I came to live at this place, and I have not fur- 
nisht my selfe anew, because I thinke neither this ayer nor earth 
agrees with them. I suppose your flower garden, being new, is not 
very large, and therefore I send you not many things at this tyme, 
and I wish the beares eares doe not dry too much before you receave 

' Probably the "Sylw." 
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them ; they wilt bee a fortnight at least before they come to Dept- 
fbrd, and therfbre sett them as soone as may be, and water them well 
(if it rainc not) for three or fower dayes, and plant them not in too 
hott a sun. I thought once to have ventur'd some gilliflowen^ 
having about two yeares since rsusd some very good ones from seed 
(w" I never did before nor I thinkc never shall againe, because the 
Wett in England hinders the ripening of the seed more than in Hol- 
land and Flanders); but there is such store of excellent ones all about 
London, that I had not the conEdence to adventure any to your view} 
and I doubted whether being soe long on the way would not kill 
them. S', I wish I were better able to serve you either in these 
bagatelles or more weighty occasions ; I should with great alacrity 
and satisfaction, I assure you, lay hold on all opportunityes to express 
myselfe how really I am, 

S', 
Yo' affectionate futhfuU servant, 

Tho. Hanmbr. 

My wife and my selfe humbly present o' services to your worthy 
lady and your selfe, as also to my noble freind S' Richard Browne. 

I convey this letter and the box to you by my son Tom Hanmcr, 
who is constantly at his chamber in ffi^ tree court in the Inner 
Temple, and can send your commands to mce at any tyme. 

You will find in the box some very good bear's ears seed, which 
you know better to Sow and order than I can direct 

Tom Hanmer, mentioned by Sir Thomas in this letter to 
Mr. Evelyn, was his third surviving son, but the second by 
his marriage with Miss Susan Hervey : of him I have but 
little account, but he was knighted, was abencher of the Inner 
Temple, and Solicitor-General to Queen Katherine.' His 

* In a letter, in 1675, he writes to his father that all his correspon- 
dence was opened at the post-office, and sealed again " with a kind of a 
lion rampant" It may be remarked that this waa the bearing of Jefferys, 
and that 1675 is about the time when that worthy was concerned in the 
general system of espionage carried on at Chiffinch's office at St James's. 
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monument is at present in the Temple Church, where, as the 
following inscription shows, it was erected by his mother. 

Hie juxta situs est Tbamas Hanmer miles, Alius 
teitius Tbvma Hanmer dc Hanmer ac Bettisfield in 

Comitatu 

FBntenti Baronetti (oriundt per scriem Multorum 

Militum fnhanni de Hanmer Milite qui floruit 

sub Edwarda'f" ^Cgc) e Conjugc sui Domini 

Susann& Filia tertii GuIUlmi Harvey de hkuimth 

in comitatu Suffokia Militis, qu;e in Memoriam 

Filij sui Charissimi ct Honorum quibus 

perfuncCus est, Hoc posuit. 

Erat nimirum serenissimae Reginz 

Katberinte Sollicitator Generalis : 

HonoratissimK hujusce Socictads 

Templi Interioris unus ex ^ssessoribus 

et Thcsaurarius Anno 1679 : 

Augustissimis Rcgibus Carok 2^ 

Ac jam rcgnanti Jacebe 2** 

ConsiliariuB, 

Alterius e Curijs Vice Comitialibus 

in Civitate Londinensi JustidariuS. 

Quibus in muneribus, Doctrinac, 

Fidei, ^quitatis, lUustre exddt 

exemplar, et heus nimis cito 

terras dcserens. Magnum sui 

Deddcrium retiquit. 

Obijt 7" die Fcbruarij 

Anno Domini i68{- 

^tatis suae 36,* 

I find one other letter from Sir Thomas to his relation 



' HU win, containing a few ordinary bequeits, and a request to his 
dear mother to pay hit debt* — which seems as if his profeBsional gains 
were not very large — is dated shortly before Dec. 9th, 1687. 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



PARISH AND FAMILY OF HAIfMER. Ml 

Mr. Mostyn, of much the same character as those to Mr. 
Evelyn. 

Sir, Betdsfield, April 5th, 1676. 

I had sooner acknowledged the favour of joar letter and ute 
of your books, but that I desired to accompany my thanks with die 
papers I promised you, which 1 had soe mislayed that I could not 
iind any of them to this day. Such as I had the good fortune Co meet 
with I send you herewith, together with your own two booket. 
They arc but blotted papers written in haste, and I fear you can 
hardly read them, or piece them together to undei^Und them; but 
you commanded them, and will therefore excuse all defects. They 
and I are perfectly at your service, and my wife and I are very sen- 
sible of the honor we received lately from Sir Roger and yourself, 
and present our humble services to you and your lady, whose hands 
I would have kist long since at Gloddaeth if I had been able to have 
travelled. When I shall be yet I know not ; but in all conditions 
and at alt tymes I shall be and desire to apivove myself 

Your most affectionate Cousin 

And fiuthfiil servant, 

T. Hanmbr. 
For his honoured Cousin, Thomas Mostyn, Esqr., 
at Wrexham, Mostyn, or at Gloddeah in Caernar- 
vonshire, with a small packet 

Two years afterwards, in 1678, he died, and is recorded 
as "buried in linen " (which was contrary to the Act of Par- 
liament'), Oct. 9th in the Parish Register. His monument, 
mentioned by Pennant^ is in the left-hand comer of the Bet- 
tisfield Chapel, in Hanmer Church, and bears the following 
Latin inscription: 



> 30th Car. U. cap. in, a.d. 1677. 
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H. S. E. 

Thomas Hanmer, Baroncttus. 

Qm 

Domum id hac vicmii bmiliae suse ct^ominem 

ac longi Majorum scrie honestatam 

Haercs ncquaquam degener accepit, 

eamque andqui fami et fortimis florentem 

per multos annos tenuit. 

Pro sui in conciliandis Hominum animis humanitate 

Rerumque in viti agendarum prudendil 

Udlissimus inter suos eluxit 

Utque erat ipse morum l^umque Patriae apprime gnarus, 

ita sum mam iis obscrvantiam 

Ea Auctoritate 

Qux idoneis Reipublicae Administris 

ex InC^itatis et Sapjentiae opiniooe 

pauladm accrescit, 

ab aliis focile ex^t. 

His merids fretus 

tanti apud Populares luos gradi valuit 

ut quodes amplissimi AngltE ordines 

in concilium coirent 

Todes fere et Ule ad ardua Regni negoda tractanda 

DeligereCur Senator. 

In quo Munere obeundo 

de viti decessit 

Oct. vi. A.D> MDCLXXViiL £tatis suz LXVI. 

Uxorem duxit primam Elizabetham unicam Tbomz Baker de Wit- 
tingbam ia Comitatu Suffblcis milids JUium, e qui duos Liberos 
suscepit, unum Johannem quetn sibi supersutem att^ Hsercdem reli- 
quit} alteram Trevor nominatam et Johanni Warner de Parham in 
Comitatu SuSblciK Baronctto nuptam. In secundis nupdis Susannzm 
Gulielmt Hervey de Ickworth in eodem Comitatu Milids filiam, et 
ex hac numcrosam habuit Natorum progeniem ; superfuere Guliel- 
mus et Thomas, caeteri immaturi occiderunt 

I own that I think an English one, which I find pr(^>09edj 
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in the handwriting of his widow, would hare been much 
better. On a sketch of a monument copied from that of the 
minister, Earl of Arlington, in Euston Church, it runs thus, 
anticipating also that it should serve for herself: — 

** Here Ueth the body of that worthy gentleman Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, Baronet, who lived highly esteemed, and died the sixth of 
October, in the sixty-sixth year of his age, and in that of our Lord 
1678, universally lamented, but most of all by his disconsolate wife> 
who lies here by him. She was the daughter of Sir William 

Hervey, Knt, of Ickworth, in Suffolk, and died when it shall 

please God." 

This good, lady bought out of her jointure the firynnant 
fkrm and other lands in Tybroughton, over the woody slopes 
of the Wych valley. She survived both her sons and her 
daughter-in-law Peregrine North, dying in 1701, and is 
entered in the Register of that year, buried March 7th, 

" Dame Susana Hanmer, Relict of the Hon"' Sir Thomas Han> 
mer, of Hanmer and Bcttisfield, Baronet." 

Two portraits of her are now at Bettisfield, one as a girl 
of six years old, and another as a lady of mature age in a 
dress of white lace, with her arm resting on what no doubt 
was a favourite book of her husband's, " Gerard's Herbal." 
I find this note in one of her almanacs: 

** My cousin Hanmer's wife [Jane, daughter of Sir Job Charlton] 
of the Fens, died of an ^tie and fever, March, 1680." 

This lady appears also, by the Parish Register, to have 
been buried in linen, and the fine imposed by the Act of Par- 
liament to have been paid accordingly. 

" Odious t in woollen ! 'twould a uint provoke I " 
Were the last words that poor Narcissa spoke, 
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says Pope, forty or fifty years afterwards, criticising the weak- 
ness of this infraction of the law, which lasted into his time ; 
the two instances mentioned here were excusable, for the 
statute was then but newly passed. 

In some accounts between Lady Susan and Mr. Hilton, 
vicar of the parish, who managed most of our concerns about 
that time, is an entry of some small sums of pocket money 
paid to her grandchildren, the children of William Hanmer 
of Bettisfield, which preserves gradations of rank and order 
amusing enough to notice : — " July 30th, 1688. Gave little 
Master (this was afterwards Sir Thomas the Speaker), Madam 
Susan (afterwards Lady Bunbury), and Mrs. Thomasine 
(afterwards Mrs. Booth), by my lady's orders, £2 los." 
They were at that time respectively eleven, twelve, and five 
years old. 

Dame Susan has brought these notes to the end of the 
century and beyond it. I resume the date of 1622, and the 
baptism of William Hanmer of the Fens, "son of 
Thomas Hanmer, Elsq., and Katherine {Pukstoti) his wife," 
long contemporary with Sir Thomas the Cavalier, and his 
confederate in the Civil War. On the death of his father 
in 1624 he became a ward to the King, and must have been 
nearly among the latest of the wards,' for he was not of age 
in 1642, when the troubles broke out, which among many 
other good and sound results were to abolish the feudal 
tenures ;* not that these were originally unreasonable, but the 



> This muflt also hav« been one of the abuses of regal power contem- 
plated in the will of his relative Sir John, in the same year, 

* Long before, in the first year of King Henry VII., inquisitions 
making injurious findings for the king as to tenures in eitpitt, were part 
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country had ou^rown them ; so that the Act 1 2th Car. II. 
cap. 34, sweeping them away, and enacdng, still in barbarous 
mediaeval jargon, that land should be held in *'free and 
common socage," deserves to be ranked with the Bill of 
Rights, as well for its declarations as for its enactments. 
Fens Hall ' was the third garrison which we established in 
this parish for King Charles, but it speedily went the way of 
Hanmer and Bettisiield ; * nay, was more maltreated, and its 
owner withdrew to Shrewsbury, where he was made prisoner 
in the surprise of the town and castle by Colonel Mytton, 
which is narrated by Daniel Defoe in the " Memoirs of a 
Cavalier." Hence William, as well as his cousin Sir Thomas, 
had to visit the Committee sitting at Goldsmiths' Hall, and 
the consequences in due time showed themselves, in the shape 
of "A Special Pardon unto William Hanmer Esq., of Fens 
Hall, in the County of Flint," which, with grave constitutional 
irony, runs in the name, and is sealed with the great seal of 
the sovereign whom he had been serving, against the grantors 
of the pardon. They inflicted on him a fine of thirteen 
hundred and seventy pounds, as a consideration for all 
treasons, murders, robberies, and other offences committed 



of the reasons stated for the attainder of Dudley and Empson, under which 
they were executed. 

' The sncient manor-house of Fens was situated on what is now a 
fine farm, drained by Mr. Baily Denton, and it scarcely deserves its name, 
however appropriate it msy have been to aome land in the vicmity in 
ancient days. 

* The use of garden walls, even against some of the terrible arma- 
ments of these days, has been shown, according to the accounts of the 
French and Prussisn engagements, while these pages are under my 
hands. We never had a house fortified more, than with a moat, and its 
ordinary courts and inclosures. 
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since the loth of May, 1643, by the said William Han- 
mer. 

Carolus Dei grada Anglie Scode Francic et Hibernie Rex, fidei 
defen>or. Omnibus ad quos presentes litere pervenerint salutem : 
Sciads quod no* de gratia nostra speciali et mero motu nostro necnon 
de advisamento assensu et consensu Procerum et Commun in Farlisi- 
mento nostro Anglie apud Westm' assemble, pardonavimus remisi- 
. mus et rclaxavimus, Ac per presentes pro nobis faeredibus et succes- 
soribus nostris pardonamus remitdmus et relaxamus Williclmo 
Hanmer de Fens-hall in comitatu Flint Armigero >eu quocunque 
alio nomine vel cognomine seu addidone nominis vel cognominis 
officii seu loci idem Willielmus Hanmer censeatur vocetur seu nun- 
cupetur, Omnes et singulos proditioncs tarn mnjores quam minores 
ac crimina Icse Majestatis necnon RebelHones Insurrecciones Con- 
spiracioncs ac Miiprisiones omnium eorundem Prodidonum et Cri- 
minum lese Mijestads a vicesimo die Maii Anno Dni 1642, et ante 
datum presentium per ipsum Guliclmum Hanmer habit' comiss' 
sive perpetrat* pro Guerra levata contra no> Farliamentum et Reg- 
num nostrum Anglie predict, aut pro consiliando auxiliando sive 
assistendo in eadem Guerra. Ac etiam omnia et omnimod* 
homicid' felon' rober' et accessar' eorundem in Guerra [vedicta ut 
prefertur habit' iact' sive commiss*. Cumque prefatus Willielmus 
Hanmer pro eo quod Gucrram levavit contra nos Parliamentum et 
Regnum nostrum Anglie predict' per Proceres et Communes ejusdem 
Parliamend nostri ad linem suum Millc trcscent' ct teptuaginta 
librarum adjudicatus et admissus fuit : Sciads ulterius quod nos de 
conumili gratia nostra spcciali ac ex certa scientia et mcro motu 
nostro necnon de advisamento consensu et assensu predic' pro nobis 
heredibus et successoribus nostris damus et concedimus necnon par- 
donamus remittimus et Telaxamus prefat' Willielmo Hanmer heredi- 
bus et assignatus suis omnia et singula terr' tenement' ct heredita- 
ment' bona et catalla debita jura et credita sua quecunque ratione 
prcmissorum quovismodo Torisfact* sive deperdit' &c. &c. &c. * 
• ••«»•• 

Proviso quod hec Concessio et Pardonatio nostra non extcndat ad 
habiliend' prefat* Willm Hanmer ad aliquod officium functionem 
sive locum publice fiducie in Ecclesia sive Republica &c. &c. In 
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Cujua rei todmonium hu litens oostru fieri fecimut Patentet. 
Teste me ipso ipud Westmonast. vicesimo quinto die Febtuarii Anno 
Regni nostxi ricesimo sec undo. 

Per Ordinationbu Parliahbhti. 



This, which I hare abridged of many long-drawn clauses 
and recitals, is a memorial of the trouble gentlemen were apt 
to get into in those (£iys ; and after all it is not quite so bad 
as what a questionable expenditure of twenty pounds at a 
contested election might bring about now. 



Certificatk^ this Composition. 

We upon our knowledge do certify that William Hanmer Es- 
quicr was a long time resident here in London undll about the 20th 
of November last, at which time he had our passe to travell unB> 
Shrewsbury upon his earnest occasions, Icavtnge behind him an agent 
to despatch his business heare, and to enter his name to compounde 
for the delinquency^ wherefore we desire his name may be entred for 
that purpose. 

Tho. Myddleton. 

Stb January 1645. 

Dbpositions in the samt Matter. 

Richard Whitehall of Bronington, in the county of Flint, gent, 
maketh oath that William Hanmer of the Fenns, in the county of 
Flint aforesaid, Esquire, now is and for the space of twelve months 
last past hath continued in the Parliament's quarters, and the said 
deponente doth further make oath that there is one annuity or rent- 
charge of fortie marks ^ annu issuing forth of the lands of the said 
William Hanmer to be paid quarterly to Humphrey Hanmer, uncle 
of the said William, during his natural lief. 

And Francis Wood of Doddington, in the county of Salop, hus- 
bandman, doth also make oath that the Mansion House of him the 
said William Hanmer, called the Fenns Hall, hath been heretofore 
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gariioned by the Parliament's Forces, and he thereby lost much of his 
household goods, and sithence it bathe been by them in part pulled 
down and otherwise defaced, to the damage of him the said William 
Hanmer 500" at leaste, And this Deponente doth further make oath 
that the capital messuage, Isuides, and tenements in Moreton Say, 
Stoake,and Blctchlcy^in the county of Salop, arc tn controveny, and 
that the said M' Hanmer being in possession was not long since cut 
out and the possession kept against him by one Robert Dczkine, 
gent, and divers others unknown to this Deponente, yctt since the 
said M' Hanmer hath gained the possession thereof againe, and as yet 
continues therein, but hee the said M' Hanmer is threatened by them 
that he shall not long hold the possession, alleadging that they or some 
of them have a right and title thereunto. 

Rich : Whitehall 
the marke of (x) Fran : Wood. 
Amho jurat* decimo tercio die Marcii, 
164.5. Coram me 

Joh'k Page. 

William Hanmer married twice, the first time with 
EUeanor Warburton of Arley, a lady, according to her pedi- 
gree sent to roe irom the Heralds' OfHce, of historic descent, 
since she numbered among her ancestors Sir William Stanley 
of Bosworth Field.^ By her he had his son and successor, 
Thomas Hanmer of the Fens. His second wife^ after the 
death of this lady in 1649, was Mary Sneyd of Keel, to a 
descendant* of whom in the next century a contingent re- 
minder, felling the h«rs of Sir Walden Hanmer, who were 
however numerous, and superseded any after them, was given. 



■ Collini also aaya that Jane, daughter of Sir William Stanley by his 
wife Joyce, daughter and co-heir of Edward Lord Charlton of Powii, 
married Sir John Warburton of Arley. 

* This was Col. William Hanmer. He died a.p. as I find set forth in 
■ome Chancery proceedings in Humphrey Hanmer's.time. 
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Mary Sneyd died in i66o> and her husband afterwards in 
1669. Some corroboration of the descent of his first wife 
Eleanor Warburton, as above given, is afforded by the old 
ballad called "Lady Bessye" in the Percy Collection, in 
Part Y., headed, " How Richmond lands in England and 
marches to Bosworth :" — 

Sir William Stanley at the Hott he lie* 
and looketh over his head ao high, 
whid) way atondrth the wind ? he says, 
if there be any man can tell me ; 

The wind it atandeth now South West, 
so said a Knight that stood him by, 
this night yonder royal prince 
into England entereth he ; 

he called that gentleman that stood him by, 
his name waa Rowland Warburton, 
be bad him go to Shrewsbury that night, 
■nd bad them let that Prince in come. 
Ac. &c. &c Ac. 

The Statement therefore that the daughter of Sir WiUiam 
Stanley married into the Warburton family has poetic as well 
as heraldic colour about it ; but I do not oiler the ballad as 
evidence, after the fashion of one of the late claimants of the 
Breadalbane peerage. 

The names of William Hanmer and his cousin were among 
those of the gentlemen chosen for the Order of the Royal 
Oak> which however was not finally ventured upon amid the 
various interests of the Restoration. A lease which he 
granted in 1646 was blown out of the thatch of the farm- 
house near Talarn Green by a high wind in February, iSjo, 
two hundred and four years afterwards, and served to g^ve a 
proximate date to that kind of building, of oak framework in 
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three bays, which has gone out with the long-homed cattle, 
but, like them, was common over all this district till replaced 
by modern improvements. 

The following summons, signed by him and others, was 
the forerunner of the deprivation of Mr. Steele, the intruded 
Presbyterian minister of the parish during the Common- 
wealth: — 

Upon complaint made to us by Sir Thomas Hanmer, Baronet, 
Patron of the Church of Hanmer under mentioned, that you M' 
Steele have entered upon and possessed yourself of the said Church 
and Vicarage of Hanmer, with the appurtenances, and do still hold 
the samewidioutanylawful title thereto, to the prejudice of the right 
of him the said Sir Thomas Hanmer, We whose names are subscribed 
being impowered by a certaine Act of Parliament made this twelfth 
year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King Charles the Second, 
intitled An Act for the restoring and confirming of Ministers, to be 
Commissioners to execute all and singular the powers and authodties 
thereby granted within our precincts, according to the said Act, for 
and concerning the removing and restoring of divers Ministers, and 
for the determining all differences touching the same, until the 24th 
day of December next, do hereby require you the said Richard 
Steele to be and personally to appear before us at the house of John 
Hawkins in Hanmer upon Monday being the 29th day of this present 
month of October, by ten of the clock in the morning, there to shew 
and produce before us your title to the said Vicarage of Hanmer 
aforesaid, or to officiate in the said Church, that we may proceed in 
doing what shall be just and conformable to the said Act, and hereof 
you are not to fail. Given under our hands and scales this twentieth 
day of October, 1660. 

Roger Puleston. 

Ken. Eyton. 

John Broughtok. 

William Hanmer. 

Thomas Lloyd. 
To Mr. Richard Steele, Minister of Hanmer, 
in the County of Flint 
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The ministry of this unlucky divine had been eminent in 
the parish ; but he was not likely to overcome the sin of its 
origin in the early days of King Charles the Second ; nor 
had he much rest for the soles of his feet for some time after- 
wards. Driven from the Church porch, he was charged with 
frcquendng conventicles ; the story is told 4th October, 1 66^^ 
in a MS. diary of the well-known Philip Henry. 

** Reports of a plot, Mr. Lloyd ' and Mr. Steele secured, I am 
yet at liberty ; loth, this morning I was fetched to Haomer, and put 
in Susan Coxon's house, an alehouse in the town ; i4.th, we were 
called OD to appear: Sir Thomas Hanmer and Mr. William Haomer 
of Fens were present ; Sir Thomas told us we were arrested on sus- 
picion of a plot, and for attending convendcles; finding securities we 
were then discharged." 

A few days afterwards occurs the following entry : — 

** Oct. 25A, this day died Sir Evan Lloyd, Governor of 
Chester, of a drunken surfeit ; the chief wheel, as I hear, in our 
late troubles." 

A quotation out of the Old Testament, in the style of 
the Commonwealth, concludes the note of a scene so much to 
be deprecated, at our ancient Petty Sessions. In 1668 Mr. 
Steele published a book of sermons, *' The Husbandman's 

* I think this was Luke Lloyd of the Bryn ; he had borne arm* under 
Cromwell. Hi* descendant, the second Lord Kcnyon, once allowed me 
his sword. Mr. Steele ii mentioned in another entry a* far on aa 1671 : 
"Mr. Steele with me. Mr. Fog^ met him here, who, with myaell^ are 
all in Flintshire that aufler for Nonconformity at this day." There is a 
portrait of Philip Henry on the same canva* with one of Or. Busby of 
Westminater, at Christ Church, Oxford. I have sometimes thought it 
possible that Sir Richard Steele, the eaaayist, might have been related to 
our Preabyterian vicar. 
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Calling." He pre6xea to it a quotatioD from Canticles, 
cap. i. V. 5. "They made me a keeper of the vin^ards; 
but mine own vineyard could I not keep." 

2 find nothing more of William the Cavalier, except his 
death in the Parish Register. In 1670 his son Thomas 
(notice of whom I will postpone till I have done with Sir 
John the third Baronet and one or two others), was reigning 
in his stead. 

In the memoir of Lady Warner, it is told how she and 
others were of a party to see the ^ttzt funeral of Oliver the 
Protector. Her marriage, and that of Sir John, her brother, 
to Miss Mary Alston, who was also there, took place shortly 
afterwards in June, 1659, in London : after which her brother, 
who had already inherited the estate of Whittingham from 
his maternal relatives,' and also acquired with his wife con- 
siderable property in Sufiblk and at Hinton, not far from 
Evesham, made some arrangement with his father, by which 
he entered into occupation of Hanmer, where he rebuilt the 
house, and planted an oak wood about it with allees and 
avenues after the French manner. The first woodcock I 
ever shot was there, and its thickets were perhaps what I 
most regretted when I determined to dismantle that place in 
favour of Bettisfield, but it had been a good deal "tcnsa hipen- 
nittts " before my time. 

In the next year, immediately after the Restoration, 
having been appointed one of the Gentlemen of the Privy 
Chamber of King Charles the Second, he received the follow- 



' Elizabeth Baker, his mother, was great-^at-gronddaughttr of Sir 
John Baker, who in the reign of King Edward VI. a.d. 1547, was Speaker 
of the House of Commons. 
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ing acknowledgment for some money he had lent the King : 
he also appears to have been knighted. 

AcKNowLiDOMBHT^ Maiuj advanctd by Sir John Hanube, Knt. 
U King Chabxes thk Second. 1660. 

Trusty and wellbeloved, wee greet you well. Whereu we are 
ffvea to understand by Sir Evan Lloyd,^ Bart, that, during the time 
of his negotiating our affairs and concernments, you did by his direc- 
tion disburse six hundred pounds for our service, and would not 
accept of any Privy Seal for the same, tbo' offered unto you, this free 
act of yours in the dme of our necessity we cannot pass by without 
our especial notice, and doe hereby pve you this assurance, that, 
when occasion shall be offered, we will not be unmindful thereof, 
and so we bid you hrewell. Given at our Court at Whiteball, this 
2ist day of January, in the I2th year of our reign. 

To our trusty and wellbeloved servant Sir John Hanmer, Knt. 
one of the gentlemen of our Privy Chamber. 

In the same year he was, as I suppose, gratified by an 
office under the Crown valuable to sportsmen, for a part of 
which, in a few manors, I have known a seat in Parliament 
regularly vacated,* that of keeper of the game in the Crown 
lordships of the mx counties of North Wales. This office 
was renewed, 28th February, 14th William III. to hia nephew, 
then Sir Thomas Hanmer, Baronet. 

I find it also noted in the Calendar of State Papers of 
Charles the Second that he got together a body of sixty horse 
in 1660, when the King was expected, thirty-five of which 



> This was the Governor of Chester, whose death was noted by Philip 
Heniy. He was owner of Bodidris. 

• The present Sir W. W. Wynn vacated hii seat for the county of 
Denbigh, and was re-elected, on such an appointment in the lordships of 
Bromfield and Yale. 
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were msed and mounted by himself.' Twenty-four years 
afterwards, in the summer of 1684, Sir John and his cavalry 
are mentioned in the progress of the first Duke of Beaufort^ 
as Lord President of Wales, through the northern part of 
the principality, which has been printed by the present Duke. 

** The Flintshire troop was led by Sir John Hanmer, Bart., an 
excellent horse officer, whose equipage, sumptertj led hones capari' 
toned, ice. were very noble> and altogether like a soldier, being so 
mounted himielf." 

Sir John's name occurs not unfrequently in Grey's Par- 
liamentary Debates. In LJngard's Hist(»7 of England he is 
mentioned tt^ether with Lord Cavendish, afterwards the first 
Duke of Devonshire, as engaged in a fierce party (Uspute in 
committee, in which swords were drawn, and which caused 
the Speaker suddenly to resume the chair without order, to 
put an end to it. He was member for Evesham and for 
Flint. In 1670 he was one of the Commissioners of the 
Navy, and among the few papers of his which remain here I 
find a complete list of ships with their men, proposed to be 
sent to sea the next summer, by order of the Duke of York, 
which is sufficiently curious for extraction. 

October 8th. 1670. 
A list of y* shipps proposed to be sett fonh for y* next summer's 
service, in pursuance of his Royal Highness's order of y* 25th Sep- 
tember, l6;o: — 

Rate. Shipp's Names. Men. 

ttt. R. Soveraigne 850 

Prince 800 



' ThU was a atcp taken by many Royalista, before Monk had declared 
hhnaetf, and before Lambert had been secured. 
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Rate. Shipp'a Nameo. Men. 

itt. Charle* 700 

ind. Victory 530 

R. Kadieiioe 530 

Henry 530 

St. George 460 

Triumph 500 

3nl. Dreadnought 360 

French Ruby .... 360 

Dunkirke 340 

Plymouth 340 

Ann 340 

Lyon 340 

4th. Leopard 280 

Antelope 220 

Bonaventure 210 

ist. Sl Andrew 750 

4th. Ruby 220 

Dover 200 

Crowne 200 

5th. Milford . •140 

3rd. Resolution 400 

4th. St David 260 

Bristol 220 

ist. R. Jamea 750 

2nd. St. Michel 550 

3rd. Monmouth 400 

Rupert 400 

Cambridge 400 

Warsprite 400 

Edgar 400 

Fairfax 340 

Gloucester 340 

Monke 340 

Yorke 340 

4th. Adventure 170 

Tiger 180 

Diamond 220 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



126 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

Rate. Shipp's Name*. Men. 

4th. Yarmouth ...... 140 

5th. Anew5tbrate .170 

Nine ketcbe* to be manned with 10 men each. 

Eagle ...... 150 

Nightiiigaie 140 

4tb. Maiy Rote 120 

- Pordand 240 

French Victoiy .... 160 

SuccetK 155 

Mermaid 140 

Fountainc 160 

And 15 tircsbipps at 40 men each. 

However, by 1688 he had come to regard the former 
head of his office, when Duke of York, with other eyes, and 
was quite ready to join in the Revolution, then necessary. 
King James names him among his adversaries in the St Ger- 
main's Notes in Macpherson's State Papers. 

** The King soon af^r his arrival at London had advice that Sir 
J. Hanmer, Lt-Col. of Montgomery's r^ment in garrison at 
Hull, hearing that several lords were up in several parts of the 
realm, and, combining with Copley the Lieutenant-Governor and 
■ome m^strates, had surprised the governor Lord Langdale and 
Lord Mon^mery by night in th«r lod^gs, declared for the Pro- 
testant religion, and kept these two lords, and some Roman Catbolic 
gentlemen of the country who bad retired there for tafe^, prisoners, 
and then let them go." 

The course he thus took appears to have been suggested 
to him by the following letter from Lord Danby : — 

The Earl y Danby te Sir John Hanker. 

Sir, York, 30* Nov'. 1688. 

As I have heretofore paid you all the services in my power, so 
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I ihould rejoice if you would now take the opportunity I can put 
into your hands of doing yourself an infinitely greater kindness in 
pMnt of advantage to your fortune than can probably ever offer itself 
^ain whilst you live, if you let slip this occasion ; and besides your 
personal advanta^ it is but to do what divers of the best quality 
here have newly set you the example, and particularly the Earl 
of Bath, who has declared for the Prince at Plymouth, the Duke 
of Grafton, Lord Churchill, and twenty others, men of the lirst 
rank. My proposal is that you would give bodi your advice and 
assistance to our surprize of Hull, and that if you will be instru- 
mental in it yo« will let me know, as well as wiiat officer besides 
yourself will be assisting to us in it, as by what means you think the 
thing may be best effected. I am sure most both of seamen and 
townsmen wUl be ready to give their help, and I am sure that many 
of the poor soldiers themselves that are in the garrison, are so 
sensible that the Protestants will be destroyed if the Prince should 
now be beaten, that they stay amongst you more for subsistence than 
any kindness. Were there any visible hopes under Heaven of 
saving the Protestant religion in England but by this oppoituni^ 
that God has given us, I think you know me well enough to believe 
that I am the last man in the kingdom that would attempt to have 
it rescued by force, but it has been made so plain to us what we 
were to expect from a power in the Papists hands, that whatever 
any may pretend no man can in his heart believe that any man shall 
be able to 6nd protection that shall continue in the Protestant 
religion ; and I take the greater confidence in writing all this to you, 
because I know your principles to be truly Protestant. I have 
reason to hope upon the strong ground* by the last letters that are 
come to us, that there will not be a blow struck by the armies, but 
diat the matter will be decided by a Parliament. His Majesty having 
put off all his Roman Catholic Privy Counsellors, and advised with 
most of those Bishops and Lords who did first petition for a Parlia- 
ment : and in truth it is so plain that his army will desert him, that 
he will be immediately under a necessity of complying with the just 
requests of his subjects. If you are willing and can help us in this 
design, so far as to make us masters of Hull, I do hereby engage 
that five thousand pounds shall be paid to you in a month after it is 
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done, besidet die juat merits you will deserre from At Prince, which 
shall not want my recommendation of it as it deserves, and you 
shall not want i,ooo men to your uiistance, if other things be all 
prepared for it. 

Y' most faithful humble servant, 

Dahiy. 
To the Hon. Sir John Hanmer, Knt. and Baronet, 
at his qnarten in Hull. 

I hope the five thousand pounds, if it was ever paid Sir 
John, of which no token exists, may have been expended in 
maintaining his regiment, and keeping it ti^ther. Thar 
was no office of Paymaster-General in those days. However, 
he performed the service with the help of the people he had 
about him, and without calling in Lord Danby's i,ooo men. 
It is remarkable that^ in the life of Lady Warner, he is 
described as a zealous Roman Catholic, and he may have 
been so while he was in Portugal, where, on the same 
authority, I find that his hthcr sent him to be educated, 
during his own exile, in the first years of the Commonwealth. 
Possibly he was not very zealous, but he would have had to 
do as others did where the Inquisition lay like an octopus 
about the shores, nor could he have lived there as a heretic. 

This inddeat of his life was first related to me at Hull 
itself, by the side of the citadel ditch, when I stood in the 
days of my youth and was elected member there many years 
unce, and it appeared tfiat "towns-taking day" had been 
kept as a kind of local festival for a long time. The keen 
winds of that period much invigorated my kinsman's political 
constitution, which, if I may judge by Anchitel Grey's short 
notices of several of his speeches, was not without some 
dam^e in the preceding reign. Afterwards ha^ng taken 
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his seat as representative of Flint, in the Convention Par- 
liament, he went in 1689 in command of his regiment to the 
war in Ireland, embarking at Mostyn, then a usual place of 
embarkation, as it may be again. 

The first service in which he took part was the relief of 
Londonderry ; but, though he went regularly through the 
campaigns of that and the succeeding year, I do not find any 
particular personal adventures of his, such as would be an> 
swerable to the purpose of this book, until the battle of the 
Boyne, where Story's account of the engagement puts him in 
a foremost place. Lord Macaulay, however, whose narrative 
is but an embroidery of Story, omits all mention of him. 
He was not a Whig, and his name has not ascended into 
that great party mythol<^. Household tradition, however, 
is here enough for me, and I remember how a descendant of 
an old servant of his used to tell me that he " beat King 
James;" the contemporary historian shows certainly that he 
went so far as to beat a better man than King James, his 
son, the Duke of Berwick. Crossing the stream opposite 
the Irish batteries,' at the point marked by the letter N ta 
the map of 1693, he scared Lend Antrim's foot, who^ the 
narrator, present on the field at the time, says, could not be 
persuaded to come near him. Then he was charged by 
cavalry, and beat them off, and came up through the water 
on to the bank on the other side. 

** Whilst this action (between the Dutch infantry and some 



' The leader of the troops next to Sir John Haninei'i regiment is 
■hown upon the annexed map to have been Count Nasiau — he waa 
brother to the wife of Lord Arlington. I hate through Sir ThMnaa, the 
Speaker, inherited some of this lady's plate. 
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horse) lasted, viother puty of the Irish horse charged Sir John 
Hanmer as he passed the river ; it was the Duke of Berwick's troop 
of guards, and as they advanced, one that bad formerly been in Sir 
John Hanmer's regiment came out singly, and called one of the 
captains by his name, who stepping towards him, the other fired 
both his pistols at him, but was taken prisoner ; this troop was beat 
off again, with the loss of only three of Sir John Hanmer's men." 

The writer whom Lord Macaulay has translated about 
the battle of the Boyne, was chaptun to Sir Thomas Gower's 
regiment^ and a good prototype of the modem military cor- 
respondent : his book, which is in this library, is now rare. 
Sir John Hanmer's name afterwards appears in Story's list of 
King William's general officers in Ireland ; he was also 
elected for Carlingford in the Parliament of that kingdom. 
The original of the following letter addressed to him about 
tins time by the well-known Sir John Trevor was given by 
me to my neighbour, the late Lord Dungannon, represen- 
tatiye of its writer : as it is referred to and printed by Lord 
Campbell in his lives of the holders of the Great Seal, voL iv. 
p. 49, I may repeat it here. 

Sir John Trsvok u Sir John Hanhbr. 

Honored Sir, 
Your owne civilities to me are ill requited by this frequent 
troble, but I hope you have charity enoi^h too, to heleeve I want 
not a' proportionable sense of your tivours. I perceive the tydc 
runs high in our country, and that my complexion will not answer 
their zeale ; for the election in that county I perceive Mr. Gros- 
venor and Mr. Middleton have prepared the country against me, by 
a discourse they have made of me in reference to Sir George Booth 
and Sir Thomas Middleton's indemnity in the last Parliament, 
which tastes so litde of truth that Sir George Booth I believe will 
owne mcc as one of the best friends be had in that a&yre from the 
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b^inniog to the end. But if jrou please to use this to my advantage 
when 70U tee cause, I shall most willingly owne the <^]igation to 
you. I have sent the writt by Mr. Crachly, who sets out to-mor- 
row. Sir, I do once more take the confidence to entreat your assis- 
tance in this affayre, which I never was concerned in before now^ 
and am sorry I cannot have leave to come down myselfe to attend 
to it to redceme myselfe from so unl^ndsome and so unfriendly a 
returne. But I assure you, Sir, you will never find an occadon 
more agreeable to my temper to oblige. Sir, 

Your most fiutbfiil bumUe servant, 

John Trevok. 

There is little else but a homely anecdote or two relating 
to him. I have heard how, though he was ray extravagant, 
he came into the kitchen at Hanmer, and desired the people 
not to waste the bread, for he stud he had been where he had 
known the want of it. He kept hounds early and late in his 
life, and in some old churchwardens* accounts I have seen a 
payment to his huntsman ' out of the church-rates for lulling 
foxes. Some years after, he died suddenly in Suilblk, and was 
buried at Hanmer 12th August, 1701.' Ora pro anima ejus— 
for it is to be feared he fell in a duel. He had an only daughter, 
who died early unmarried, and no other children, and was suc- 
ceeded by his nephew Sir Thomas, fourth Baronet. There 
is a good miniature of him here, and a portrut in oil from 

* Thomas Bemice, huntsman to Sir John Hanmer, is entered among 
the burials at Hanmer, October 19th, 1663. 

* His regiment was in Ireland at the time, for on the preceding 4th 
June there ia a despatch from the Lords Justices to Lord Rochester 
acknowledging one from him, stating " in what manner his Majesty has 
been pleased to fill up the vacancies in Major-General Stewart's and Sir 
John Hanmer's regiments," and mentiontng the latter as to stay in Ire- 
land, — Rodnster Comspaidmce, vol. ii p. 375. 
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that, by Philip Corbet of Shrewsbury, an artist who, if he had 
persevered, would have obtuned perhaps eminence in his 
profession. 

Roger Hanmer of Gredington, younger son of Sir Thomas 
Harnner, Knt., and Katherine his wif^ daughter of Sir R<^r 
Mostyn, christtned and May, 1605, died unmarried in 1672, 
five or six'years earlier than his nephew, for his friendly offices 
to whom in the sequestrators' time, and otherwise, he deserves 
rememloance. I have the copy of the •' Leviathan," which, 
in his memoranda of those days, the Cavalier Sir Thomas says 
he had lent to his uncle Roger. It is worth while, after Lord 
Macaulay's portnut of country gentlemen of the timcj to re- 
mark in passing what books younger brothers, or indeed the 
elder ones, were conversant with ; it will be found even 
among those most retired, " unlettered and unpolished " ' as 
they are charged with having been by the late noble author, 
they had certainly not then declined to the level of Sir Roger 
de Coverley, though it may be true that they went below him 
in the days of Squire Western, for manners, like the weather, 
go up and down. The expression, however, is not appro- 
priate in our parish ; at all events not in the Stuart reigns. 
Roger Hanmer was possessed of lands in Pcnley, a small 
remnant of which still belongs to me. The present house of 
Gredington, I believe, is none of his, but was mostly built by 
the Chief Justice and the second Lord Kenyon. The name 
of Llanerchpanna, to be found in ancient records, as of a vill 

' In the Memoirs of Lady Wam«r, the early part of which relates to 
the time when her father wag nearly ruined by the civil war, it is said 
that she taught herself the French, Italian, and Spanish languages. Sir 
Thomas says in the same note that I have referred to, he had lent the 
History of Charles the Fifth in Spanish to another friend. 
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belonging to the district in Maelor Hundred, long perplexed 
me, and it was not till lately that, by an endorsement on one 
of them, I discovered it meant Penley ; this may give some 
clue to an odd and otherwise unintelligible name of another 
place not far off, which is called " Three a penny." Tre erch 
panna is perh;4>s the Welsh origin of this word^ once denoting 
(Tre) a village^ (erch panna) ' of the fulling-mill : it is now 
a fox-cover. 

Of William Hanmer of BeCtisfield, half-brother of Sir John, 
and his wife, Miss Peregrine North, daughter and heiress of 
Sir Henry North of Mildenhall, there is but litde to be told ; 
I have mentioned their marriage and the births of their two 
elder children in 1675, 6, and 7, which last was the last year 
of his lather's time. He kept hawks and bred horses,' for 
there are entries about each in his handwriting. There is a 



^ Panna, I believe, is derived jrom Ponaiu, cloth; Llan erch paima is 
the chapelry of the place. There was a fulling-mill not far distant some 
years since in Halghton township, on the Pandy brook, and there may 
have been two or three on the neighbouring brooks in remote times. 
Pandy is a fuller's house. I have seen Penley spelt Pendeleigh. 

' One of his stud horses was Sir John Trevor's " Grey Middleton." 
I was not aware till I found this memorandum of it, that our neighbour, 
the then Master of the Rolls, indulged in this pursuit, which, however, has 
something m it conformable to the imaginative character of Welshmen. 
The name of Middleton shows that the horse came from Chirk. I take 
this opportunity to correct an error which runs through all the books 00 
the interesting history of the English thorough-bred horse, that King 
James I. gave joof. for the Markhsm Arabian. On the contrary, 400!. 
appeara by the Records of the Exchequer to have been the whole expense 
allotted by that sovereign for ttie purchase of horses in any one year ; and 
as to the one in question, the entry is, " Item 20th December, 1616, paid 
to Master Markham for the Arabian horse for his Majesty's own use, 
154/. Item the same day paid to a man that brought the same Arabian 
horse and kept him, ill." 
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doubtful portrait of him here, as a boy, but none that I can 
recognize of his wife ; she was within the limitations of the 
barony of North, 1554, as descended irom Sir Henry, second 
son of Sir Richard North, the second baron. It seems 
odd that in this house where William Hanmer lived there 
should be now so few traces of him. In his marriage settle- 
ment, which is hete, he is prohibited from leasing Bettisfield, 
or the park adjacent, or any part of it, I have not observed 
previous mention in any deed of this park, and it probably 
dates ^m 1663, when a note in an almanac says that the 
paling was begun at Christmas. It is certainly not an ancient 
one, and, if it had been, the pales have been so altered, even 
in my own time, tba^ according to the decision in the case of 
Eridge, no clum to the deer could be sustained as appurtenant 
to the land. It is sud that a breed of wild cattle was once kept 
in it ; but any cattle, if they are sufficiently neglected, will run 
wild, and a short-homed heifer of my own, which somehow 
eluded the herdsman, did so some years ago, and hid her calf 
in the fern, and ran with the deer and fawns, and tn the end 
was shot by the keeper when very fet, in manner conformable 
to the life she had adopted. A rare fern, of which I believe 
the botanical name is Botrychium lunare, grows in this park, 
but is browsed off by sheep almost as soon as it appears. 

William Hanmer in his turn was High SherifF, in which 
capacity it was then necessary to obtain formal leave of ab- 
sence from his county. 

Marie R. 

Trusty and well-beloved. We greet you well. Whereas 
humble suite has Mn made unto us on your behalf, that during your 
Sherivalcy of our county of Flint you may have license to remaine 
or live out of our said county, to regard you have aeverall pressing 
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sffiurt which require your presence elsewhere. We are graciously 
pleased to gratify you in that your request ; and We do accordin^y 
hereby g^ve and grant you full license and permission during your 
said office of Sheriff to remaine or dwell out of our said county, not 
doubting but you wiD take all fitting care that such your absence 
prove not prejudicial to our service. And so we bid you farewell. 
Given at our Court at Whitehall, the 15th day of March, 169^, in 
the fourth yeare of our r eigne. 

By her Majesty's command, 

Nottingham. 
William Hanmer, Esq. 
H.S. of Flint. 
License of Absence. 

He died in 1695, and his wii^ a kw months after him; 
they were buried at Hanmer. Their children, as I have 
already noted in an extract from Mr. Hilton's accounts, were 
Thomas, afixrwards the Speaker, Susana Lady Bunbuiy, and 
Thomasitu Mrs. Booth. They had also a son William, who 
died in infancy. 

Thomas Hanmer of the Fens, whose death in August, 
1 70 1, is adverted to by Mr. Gough, in his book about 
Middle, as an instance of the mortality of that year, completes 
the number of the heads of our family in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. He lived in that condition for thtrty-two years, a 
peaceful and rural life, about the limits of which the great 
waves of public afi^rs only broke like expended rollers along 
a secluded shore. I perceive, however, by Narcissus LuCtrell's 
diary, that he once stood an election for Ludlow, in which he 
was not successful There is a deed of his in 1674 leading to 
the uses of a settlement' after his marriage, then already 

' This settlement follows what seems to have been a frequent prac- 
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solemnized, with Jane, eldest daughter of Sir Job Charlton of 
Ludford, long Chief Jusdce of Chester, and about the period 
of his daughter's marriage Speaker of the House of Commons. 
Sir Job appears very soon to hare relinquished that office, 
which he ought rather to have held with courage mounting to 
the times. Certunly, Lord Shaftesbury the Chancellor, in 
conveying the King's approbation of his election, made a 
strong draft upon his devotion to King Charles the Second, 
for he declared — 

" The King may on this occasion say. He that is not with me is 
^^nst me, he that doth not now put his hand and heart to support 
the King in the common cause of this kingdom can hardly ever hope 
for such another opportunity, or iind a time to make sadsfiiction for 
the omission of this." 

To find himself eicpected to be a man^r for the Court, 
as Speakers formerly were, might disturb a timid man whose 
ostensible duty was to uphold the privileges of the House of 
Commons. He perhaps thought, seeing something of what 
was soon to come, 

" Vexilla regis prodetmt infemi." — /»tf. cant. 34, 

Still, one great act of parliamentary justice agunst the schemes 
of those days was accomplished while he was yet in the chair, 
declaring all the seats vacant which had been filled by elec- 
tions held only under the writs of the Lord Chancellor.' Sir 



tice in our "family, the one house entailing on hs own heirs male, and 
failing them on the heirs male of the other 1 Hanmcr on itself and Fens — 
Fens on itself and Hanmer, by dint of which, after having been separated 
since the Lancastrian times, they were reunited in the last century. 

' The right order was stated long before by Speaker Croke, in 1601. 
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Job Charlton was afterwards one of the Judges at Westmin- 
ster ; but he was dismissed from this office in 1686, by King 
James the Second, with I think three other Judges, because 
they refused to give judicial warrant to the King's unconstitu- 
tionat exercise of a tUspensing power. He lived till 1697, 
when his son-in-law Thomas Hanmer was his eMcutor, soon 
to claim such duties at the hands of others for himself. 

Of the three children surviving of this marriage, William, 
Job, and Dorothy, we are principally concerned with Job, the 
second son, baptized at Hanmer, January 17th, 1677, who is 
our lineal ancestor. Dorothy Haqmer married into the Here- 
fordshire family of Cornwall, and her grandson was Charles 
Wolfran Cornwall, Speaker of the House of Commons. He 
is buried at St. Cross, near Winchester, where one day, mth- 
out expecting it, I saw hts monument. I had just before 
amused myself by thinking I was bound to decline the Lan- 
castrian drink, ofl^d me as a stranger at the door, from the 
dole of Cardinal Beaufort. 

The following letter, from a young lady of 1696 to her 
brother at Baliol, has at least the advantage of being seen in 
the fiu- distance : — 

June ye a6th, 1696. 

Deak Brother, 

I received your two letters, and am glad to hear you are well 
The enclosed is the first bill we could get since yuu writ for money, 
which was the occasyon of my being so long silent. Pray send word 
if your bill be accepted, and what you pay for this letter, and whether 
Robart has any wall fhite in y* phytick garden this year, any store. 
My tither is very well, and sends bis blessing to you, and so is my 

It was for a warrant to go from the Speaker to the Clerk of the Crown, 
whose duty it was to inform the Lord Keeper, or Chancellor, and then to 
issue a new writ. 
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brother and I, and give our lervice to jou. My brother intends to 
write qukkljr. We had a horse race uppon Prect heath ; the great 
plate was worth near fifty pound ; there ran seven horses for it; my 
Lord Rosses horse got first. S'Th.Grosvenor hadahorserun^andy* 
Captain Lightfeot he had one, and others which my brother wiU send 
word of, and other news.' My brother goes a courting to M"Susana 
Hanmer.* My brother hastens me j so, dear brother, I desire you'll 
believe I am your ever loving 

Sister to command, 

Dorothy Hammer. 
Nutse gives her service to you. 

For M^ Job Hanmer, Baliol College, 
in Oxford, present. 

The line of each of the two brothers of Dorothy Hanmer, 
mentioned in her letter, succeeded in turn to the entire repre- 
sentation of the family in the ensuing century; that of Wil- 
liam, the eldest, who married Esther Jennings of Gopsal in 
Leicestershire, through his son William, upon the death of 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, the Speaker, and extinction of ^e elder 
branch, the 7th May, 1746, and then through his son Hum- 
phrey, on the decease of William, in March, 1754, without 
male hdrs. On the death of Humphrey, in like manner, in 
i773,thelineof Job, his uncle, who had then already deceased, 



' A race meeting under the name of Whitchurch, which must have 
taken place on Preea Heath, appears in the Calendar of 1727. Such 
meetings were looked upon aa of considerable importance in those unset- 
tled days, on account of the number of mounted personi whom they 
brought together. I think it was to obtain popularity for the new royal 
family on such occasions, much more than to improve the breed of horses, 
that in the course of the ensuing century so many King's plates were 
given. 

^ She was married at Hanmer, May 15th, 1699, to Sir Henry Bun- 
bury, Bt., of Bunbury and Slanney, in Cheshire. 
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3nl March, 1738, inherited, according to the settlement, in 
the person of his son Walden, whose mother was Susanna, 
daughter of Thomas Walden, £^., of Sympson, in Bucking- 
hamshire, of an ancient family formerly settled in the counties 
of Kent and Huntingdon.' 

At this period I may make a break, b^inning again with 
a new division, not to say chapter, of these notes, at the com- 
mencement of the dghteenth century. 

I may, however, append the names of SherifB of Flintshire 
of our family from the rdgn of Henry the ^ghth to that of 
George the Third, which I have found in an old catalogue of 
the Sherifis. I do not know why they should begin with King 
Henry the Eighth, for there were Sheriflfs of Flintshire from 
the establishment of the county, in King Edward the First's 
rime, but perhaps they were diiFerently appointed. 

From the date of this list in — 



1543. Sir Thomas Hanmeri Knt. 

1554. SirThomas Hanmer, Knt. 

1560. William Hanmer, Esq. . 

1570. Sir Thomas Hanmer, Knt. 

1584. John Hanmer, Esq. 

1597. William Hanmer, Esq. 

1606. Sir Thomas Hanmer, Knt. 

i6ia Sir William Hanmer, Knt. 

1617. SirThomas Hanmer, Knt. 

1622. Sir John Hanmer, Bart. . 

1648. Rc^er Hanmer, Esq. 

1692. William Hanmer, Esq., of Bettisfield 



3rd Sheriff. 

14th „ 

30th „ 

30th „ 

44th „ 

57* „ 

66th „ 

70th „ 

77th » 

82nd „ 

108th „ 

152nd „ 



* The name occurs in the Lincolnshire lurrey in Domeaday Book: 
Terra Waldini Briton, the land of Walden the Englishman. The Woldeni 
were aflerwardi located at Erith, when, temp. Henry VIII., on heiresi 
married the 4th Earl of Shrewsbury, and conveying their estate to that 
family, appears to have extinguished their importance. 
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1694. Thomas Hanmer, Esq., of Fens . was 154th Sheriff. 
1707. William Hanmer, Esq., of Fens . „ 167th „ 
1762. Humphrey Hanmer, Esq., of Hanmer „ 222nd „ 

178-. Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart, 

I am reminded, also, that I have very slightly alluded to 
Hanmer Church, the chief monument of our parish, and a 
centre for its inhabitants in life or death : one way or another 
they most of them come round it. But 1 am not sufficiently 
acquainted with ecclesiastical architecture to descant on ite 
peculiarities or its merits, and can only speak of it in general 
terms as a simple and graceful building of the Tudor reigns. 
It was not completed till the last of them, for one of the upper 
stones of the tower bears the date of 1570, which was 12th- 
13th of EJizabeth, and the chancel was not erected till after 
the time of Queen Anne.' I sometimes hear observations 
about Queen Anne's Gothic, but it has a character not to be 
disregarded of its own, and to me the chancel seems a light 
and well-ordered place, where the power of seeing the sun 
shine through the long windows is so far from detracting from, 
that on the contrary it rather adds to true solemnity, at least, 
it may do so, according to the temper of our minds.' Those 
two verses of Penseroso, 



■ It waB bniit in 1720, in the succeeding reign. Before then there 
was a chancel of oak frame-work ; the materials were taken away hy 
one Probert, Sir Thomas's steward, who erected some cottages with them 
on his own account, which being neglected till many years afterwards, 
William Hanmer of Iscoyd purchased them back again, in 1753; hence 
they went to the family of his daughter, Mrs. Curzon, in whose time they 
were converted into the Royal Oak public-houae. I had the satisfaction to 
become ultimately the owner, and to pull it down. 

^ " Dans ton ftme tranquille, 6u le jour vient d'en haut." 

Victor Hvoo. 
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** Storied windows richly dight, 
Catttng a dim religioui light," 

are answerable for a great deal of muddle in churches at this 
day. The dedication of the church was to St Chad, and we 
continued in the diocese of Sanctus Ceaddaj or Lichfield^ till 
the Reformation, when we were transferred to Chester, and 
in these days to St. Asaph ; but through all the changes St. 
Chad, who is a frequent patron of holy wells, has kept one 
for himself in a meadow close by, and though it has rather 
sufl^red, but without intention, at my hands, from drainage 
near the mill-pool, a large volume of water could easily be 
collected there again. We still warn the nughbourhood with 
the curfew, and up to the time of the Tithe Commutation 
Act the clerk was paid in com for rin^ng it. Our Welsh 
churchyards, as we read of them occasionally, did not quite 
correspond with the ideas of Gray's Elegy, nor with the 
grave and tranquil epitaphs, such as "Moult est etreite ma 
mtsm" of ancient times. There was the place, as is shown 
particularly by Lord Herbert of Cherbury, where ndghbour 
drew draughts against his nnghbour, and waylaid him in the 
paths where he was like to come. There may be more than 
the parson's sheep about them even now. However, I do 
not remember any such story applicable to ourselves ; on the 
contrary, when the mere at Hanmer is bright and full, and 
the sun lights up the cottages, and the wind comes softly 
from the water, and, as not unfrequently is the case, the 
organ inside may be heard through the south door, a more 
peaceable and beautiful prospect than that which is thus pre- 
sented cannot be beheld, and it is improved by a tall grey 
stone cross, which, to the credit of our forefathers, has been 
to no one a stone of offence, and has outlasted the Puritan 
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times. The church b in good repur, and it has had some 
modern gifts presented to it. It was greatly purified, as 
Fisistratus purified Deles,' by removing the sepultures that 
were within it, — not altogether, for those who were engaged 
in the operation, like the Athenian, did not quite complete 
it : this was done about thirty years ago. The ceiling of the 
north aisle, repeated in a portion of the southern one, is, I 
suppose, the most artistic and symbolical member of the 
fiibric. In its triangles and circles and pentalphas primasval 
mysteries are involved. Under those on the south side yet 
droop the funeral banners of this house ; but some have fallen 
to pieces, poles and all. In the chancel is the cenotaph of 
Chief Justice Lord Kenyon, who is buried outside near the 
tower, and there are a few other monuments. The bells, six 
in number, have the advantage of the neighbourhood of the 
mere, and they make good music over it ; but they are not, 
so far as I am a judge, very remarkable in themselves ; they 
hiave not a name among them, and the inscriptions are com- 
mon-place and dull. 

It is not interesting to know that ** T. R.' of Gloucester 
re-cast this bell," nor to read a rhyme worthy of Stemhold 
and Hopldns on another, while ** Prosperity to this Parish," 
though a formula capable of more refined applications, may 
at first suggest some divine of the last century rising at the 
head of the market-table, and proposing it as a toast, espe- 
cially as we had an incumbent much inclined to such sen- 
timents so expressed, within the influence of the dasuc period 
of Parson TruUiber. This reverend ecclesiastic, however, 
may be supposed better than he seemed ; if his voice was 

> Thucydidea, lib. iii. lecL 104. > I believe, Rudhmll. 
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blatant in the street, it 19 said to have beeii Vox humana in 
the churchj its powerfiil organism kept sleepers awake, and 
he was heard of, and promoted to a chancery living in Shrop- 
shire, by no less a patron than Lord Chancellor Eldon. I 
have been told that he was very fond of the ht eels of the 
river Roden, as well as of those of Hanmer Mere ; but 
whether he has joined him, who expiates far off " Bolsena's 
eels and cups of muscadel," who can tell ? 

One of the uses of a church bell is for the clerk presented 
to the living to ring himself in with it, which he does by 
way of taking possession, having first closed the doors. 

We obtained the right of presentation, which I have twice 
exercised, by the following grant, still bearing the Abbot of 
Haghmon or Haughmond's seal in green wax attached to the 
parchment : — ■ 

" Omnibus Chrisd fidelibus sd quos pretens scriptum pervenerit^ 
Ricardus Abbas Ecclesie Sancd Johannis Evangeliste de Haghmoa 
et Conventus ejuidem loci salutem in Domino. Noveritis nos unanimi 
consensu et assensu dedisse concessisse et hoc presenti scripto nostri 
confirmasse Johanni de Hannemer armigcro ct hcredibus luis nomi- 
nationemVicarie ecclesie parochialis de Hannemer in vacantiis. Ita 
quod predictus Johannes et heredes lui habeant nominationem pre- 
dictam, absque inpedimento live intrusione nostra seu succcssorum 
nostrorum inperpetuum. Et ad vicariam prcdictam toties quoties in 
futurum vacarc condgerct nobis leu successoribus nostris presbytcrum 
idoneum nominare debcant. Ita quod nos dictus Abbas et lucces- 
sores nostri virtute nominattonis predictc presbj'terum per dictum 
Johannem seu heredes suos sic quoquo modo nominatum Episcopo 
loci diocesis sul vicariam Ecclesie de Hanncmer predictc presentare 
teneamus^ In cujus rei testimonium tam sigillum mei dicti Abbads 
quam sigillum commune ecclesie de Haghmon presendbus sunt 
a{^nsa. Datum in domo nostro capitulari de Haghmon duodecimo 
die mcnsit Septembris Anno Domini millesimo quadricenteiimo 
vicesimo quarto (1424) ac r^ni Regis Henrici Sexti post Conquct- 
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turn tertio^ £t nos Wtllicltnus Dei grada Coventrensis et Lich. 
cpiscopus ad speculem rogalioncm partium predictonim sigillum 
nostrum fecimus bis apponere in fidem et testimonium premissorum. 
Datum in manerio nostro de Hajrwode xv*° die dicti mensis Septem- 
bris, Anno Domini lupradicto et nottre conaecrationis quinto." 

Appropriated seats may be objected to in a church, 
though'habit claims a place, and is not backward to assert it. 
There is, however, before me proof that they are no inno- 
vations, but rather matters of inheritance and conveyance, 
with cognizance of the Archdeacon, before the Reformation ; 
also that the laity sat m eancelld, which was not a holy of 
holies, as some would make it now. 

** Omnibus Christi fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit 
salutem. Sciads me Edwardum ap David ap Edmund rcmisisse re- 
laxasse et omnino pro me et heredibus mcis in perpctuum quictum 
clamasse Domino Thome Hanmer milid, ac patrono Vicarie de 
Hanmer, heredibus et sss^nads suis totum jus dtulum meum et cla- 
meum que unquam babui habeo seu quibus modis in futurum habere 
potero in uni formula uve scdile in cancelli ecclesie parochialis de 
Hanmer predicte. Ita quod neque ego predictus Edwardus neque 
heredes mei neque aliquis alius pro nobis seu nomine nostro aijquod 
jus dtulum vel clameum in predicta formuU sivc sedile de cetero exi- 
gere clamare seu vendicarc patuimus nee debemus \win-ds il/egibit]. 
Et ego predictus Edwardus et heredes mei predicum formulam sive 
sedile prefato Domino Thome Hanmer heredibus et assignads suis 
warrantabimus in pcrpetuum. In cujus rei testimonium his presenti- 
bus scripto meo relaxaCorio sigillum meum apposui, et quia si^Ium 
meum pluribus est incognitum sigillum Venerabilis domini domini 
Ricardi Hanmer, decani decanatus de Maelor Saesneg, his apponimus 
[vnrJ iUigibU\. Et nos Doroinus Ricardus Hanmer,' decanus deca- 



^ I have icMi somewhere the name of Richard Hanmer in a list of the 
Year's Pilgrims to the holy places at Rome ; possibly it was this church- 
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natua de Maelor Saetneg, ad ipeciale rogatus dicto Edwardo sigillum 
officii nostri his apposuimus, in fide et testimonium prcmissorum. 
Datum sexto die Aprilis anno regni Regis Henrici Octavi post con- 
questum Angliae sexto et anno Domini millcsimo quinquagesimo 
quartodecimo. 

Endorsed in ancient writing, " £d. ap Dd. ap Edmond, for a 
forme in the chancel in Hanmer Church." 

We possess the representative if not the real portraits of 
the Sir Thomas Hanmer mentioned in this deed, and of 
Richard his fether, in the two old pieces of stained glass, 
representing each of them kneeling, clothed in armorial sur- 
coats, which were formerly in the mndow over the north 
door, and in the east window of the north usle of the church, 
and which, before they were broken, had the relative inscrip- 
tions under each. A copy fortunately exists of them. 

"Orate pro bono sutu Domini Thome Hanmer militis et 
dombe Matilde' uxoris sue, qui istam fenestram vitriari fiecerunti" 
and 

"Orate pro bono statu Ricardi Hanmerarmigerietprobonostatu 
Maigarete uxoris sue, qui istam fenestram vitriari fecerunC."* 



I This wu Matilda, daughter of Sir Piert Newton, knight, Mcond 
wife of Sir Thomaa, whom he married l8th King Henry VIII., settling on 
the marriage (of which, however, there was no iuue) his manor and 
lands of Hamptons Wood, in Shropshire. 

* There were alto, aa 1 find by an old drawing of 1670, only recently 
shown to me, two more inicriptiona, but without figurea, 

" Orate pro bono statu Johannis Hanmer .... uxoris ei qui 
istam fenestram vitriari fecerunt, a.d. hcccccxxxt." and another of the 
same date and tenor, but wanting in both the names. The dates of all 
dte four are 36th and ayth Henry VIII. John therefore was John or 
Jenkin of the Fens, and his wife Maigaret Dymock, and it may be noted 
that the North was always called the Fens Aisle before the township of 
Broaington waa made a district The other, from whose window Time 
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They appear, however, to have been both put up at the 
same date, 26th Henry VIII. a.d. m.ccccc.xxxiv. 

David ap Edmund, father of Edward, the other party to 
the deed, ranks among the classic Welsh poets, and several 
of his compositions are extant I have not seen them, and I 
believe they are not printed ; but they are to be found among 
the valuable collection of Welsh MSS. formerly at Hengwrt, 
and now, by bequest from Sir Robert Vaughan, belonging to 
my friend Mr. Wynne of Peniarth. I observe that he is 
among the verbal authorities quoted in the Welsh dictionary 
of the learned Dr. Richards. His house and land were by 
the mere-side at Hanmer ; he is sud by some to have been a 
■ member of the family, and the poation of his abode rather 
warrants this idea. There is a legend that being an owner of 
a portion of the water, all the rights in which were bought 
up by Richard Hanmer of Hanmer and his son Sir Thomas, 
he sold what belonged to him to the former, for a noble, but 
I am sorry I cannot trace him, as I could desire. 

Outside the vraii of the south aisle, and nearly about its 
centre, there is an oblong stone tomb, with the hat of some 
ecclesiastic dignitary yet faintly visible upon it, and this 
tradition ascribes to the architect of the church, but his name 
has passed away. It is always good to pause before tradition ; 
unless we stop to listen, we cannot hear the whispers of the 
wind. 1 here accordingly pause over these gleanings of local 
antiquity, to collect which was first and frequently suggested 
to me by the late Bishop of St. Asaph. He was long our 
diocesan, and grew into one of our oldest friends, and he 

has not only torn hU household coat, but all fragment* of his name, I 
cannot idenlily. John of Bettisfield, however, whose daughter and heiress 
Joan married Mr. Fowler of St Thomas, was living at that period. 
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rarely came to Bettlsfield without endeavouring to persuade 
me to attempt something of the kind. ] will only say that 
I have not done bo in the spirit of those who have no other 
friends than their ancestors ; ' rather, I hope, that my pages 
may conduce to some not impartial recollections of me, within 
the locality they relate to, in future time. 

1 « Df totu les liena n'«nner que a» aVeux." — Ds Bebamoek. 
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PART n. 

FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTEENTH INTO THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

" In luch gr«en [wlacei tbe first kings reigned. 
Slept in their shades, and angels entertained, 
With such old counsellors they did advise. 
And by frequenting sacred groves grew wise." 

WAU.KR. 

BEGIN this portion of local notes with the 
trees, old and young, of which the more I 
plant, the more I find oak and beech and fir 
the best suited to our soil and climate ; the 
lime also grows very well, shooting up quickly, sweet with 
its delicate flowers; it might be fancied likely to be short- 
lived, yet it seems to last as long as any of them : I Have 
seen one near Nuremberg to which tradition assigns the 
date of a thousand years. Standing in andent woods, or in 
groups about our dweltings, trees are among the Amplest and 
the most beautiful of our connections with the past ; the 
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hands of those we reckon irom have planted, their eyes have 
gazed upon them ; they have seen the stars in winter through 
their leafless boughs, and have heard the murmuring and the 
singing of the birds when summer clothed the branches; 
good tidings and the reverse have been heard beneath their 
shade ; their stems typify the firmness with which we should 
meet cither fortune. They will even endure ill-treatment at 
our hands and recover from it^ a thing most arduous and 
rare in human nature. 

We have not now many old trees ; nevertheless the oaks 
which WOY long growing in park and hedgerow here have 
left their memory behind them, and I have heard that they 
were what first caught the eye of a very f^r lady, whose date 
here marks the eighteenth century, with which we are now 
beginning, I mean the former Duchess of Grafton, when she 
came to Bettisfield, upon her marriage with Sir Thomas 
Hanmer. But there were I^ends of their size and number 
of a much later date, for they lasted into this century, and 
even into my life, though I do not remember them ; until 
in the course of the great French war they went the way of 
all timber, leaving us some younger ones for futurity, to 
which I may claim to have added my proportion, inducing 
the oak avenue towards Hamner and the Mere, and we have 
yet some large trees too ^ed for the axe, whose hollow 
trunks and branches rear and shelter many generations of 
owls. " Out sterte the owl with Benedicite" says Chaucer in 
his '* Court of Love ; " but a few years ago there was a 
lively battle between some bees and owls for possession of a 
tree, in which the bees came off the victors, and the owls, 
who were not the assailants, had to muffle up their feathers 
and come out like any Irish Churchmen. Honey was one 
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of the accounted profits of woods in l%udal times, and I 
have seen a bi^ht comb hanging from the smooth bough 
of a young oak by the park side, as well as those which 
habitually are built in the interstices of the great old ones 
in the flower garden. The lady of whom tradition tells 
that she was pleased with the sight of these ancient trees 
was Isabella, daughter of Lord Arlington, King Charles the 
Second's minister, and widow of the son of that king, first 
called Lord Harry,' uid afterwards Duke of Grafton. She 
had been mariied to him for her inheritance, still the main 
property of the Fitzroys, almost as a child. At her second 
marriage she was a woman of great beauty, as her picture 
by Lely in the library at Bettisfield shows. Swift, how- 
ever, who oiuld not speak well of any one, except he ex- 
pected to get something by it, cavils in one of his coarse 
vain letters at her personal appearance, as he saw her towards 
the end of Queen Anne's reign, particularly alluding to a 
towering headdress that she wore ; and, as to that article of 
apparel, he may have been right enough, but the great 
punter has. drawn her &r otherwise. Euston belonged to 
her, and afterwards to ho* descendants the Fitzroy family ; 



' In King Jame* die Second's Memoirs, written by himself and 
printed by Macphcrson, there is a note, Jul; 15th, 1672: "Buckingham 
proposed to the King if he would break off the marriage with Lord Marry 
and Arlington's daughter, and so get Lady Piercy for Lord Harry ; but 
the King answered it was too late, the other being concluded." In 1693 
some one persuaded the Duchess, then a widow, to ssk for a patent to 
coin two and three-penny pieces of "coarse silver," like Dutch stivers, 
which was refused ; the lowering of the value of money by one-fourth 
since the reign of King Henry VIII., so that one shilling of his time was 
equal to four of King William's, is tnentioned in reply by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. See Calendar of State Papen. 
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but the late Lord Charles Fitzroy once told me that her 
second husband, my kinsman, whose birth at Bettisfield, 24th 
Sept., 1677, ' h^^^ mentioned already, and whom she mar- 
ried in 1698,' had a considerable ttfe-rent out of it. The 
Suffolk neighbourhood of Mildenhall, which Sir Thomas 
inherited from his mother's family of North, most likely 
brought about his first acquaintance with his wife ; but 
almost every year he appears to have passed some dme at 
Bettisfield, where he was contented with a moderate house, 
but having large stables standing between the present par- 
terre on the western side and the f>ark, and, as I suppose, 
effectually blocking out all view of the Welsh hills, which 
form the chief charm of our scenery. These stables were 
pulled down about ninety years since, and the place has 
become open and picturesque. I understand from the Ord- 
nance Surveyors, that the Red Tower, which they have taken 
for one of their angles, can be seen from the westward at 
thirty miles distance. 

The old Welsh song, of which I printed a few lines in 
English, addressed in the reign of King Henry the Eighth to 
our forefather of that day, says in another part, 

" TI10U art a knight having hories and men, 
And the honour of all the minstrelB." 

His descendant of Queen Anne's time appears by more than 
one token to have indulged in a rather hereditary weakness 
for large truns of horses \ * but it may be said that at each of 

' See NarciasuB Luttrell'i Diary. 

* In Sir Henry Buobury'i bodi (" CorreapondeDce of Sir TlioinaB 
Hanmer, and other Relic* of a Gentlemaa'a Family") there are two letien 
from the Due de Lauaun, the ume who carried aWay Queen Mary of 
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these dates, and long afterwards, they were not unnecessary, 
if they are now, to those who had any leading in their 
counties. The papers published by Macpherson show how 
soon S^ Thomas renewed this position of his predecessors^ 
and grew to be of importance among men whose inclination, 
one way or other, to the Stuarts or to the Hanover successors 
of the Crown established by the then recent Act of Parlia- 
ment/ was jealously watched from day to day, and under all 
political contingencies. One of the first votes, however, of 
which I find any notice that he gave as a member of the 
House of Commons, was in 1704,* in favour of tacking the 
bill against occasional conformity to a money bill, so as to 
ensure its passage through the House of Lords, and this, 
whatever may be said against i^ indicated the determination, 
to which he held through life, of maintaining the Church of 
England, with its afrits as then understood, for a bulwark of 
public liberty, repelling the restoration of a family more 
papal than the Pope, and much resembling our contem- 



Modena and her son from Whitehall in 1688, thanking Sir Thomas in 
May and June, 1716, for the gift of a grey horse. Prior also begs of him, 
■ome yeara earlier, 1 709, to buy him a horse at Wrexham fair. 

■ The Act of Settlement was passed isth June, 1701. When George I. 
succeeded to the throne under it, there were fiAy-seven persons nearer in 
blood than himself, descendants of James I. and Charles I., but all were 
Roman Catholics, as the Hanover family had very nearly been. 

* At that time Sir Thomas was member for Flintshire ; he had been 
returned in those days of short Parliaments once before, for Thetford ; 
aflerwards as long as he was in the House of Commons, and while Speaker, 
he represented Sufiblk; but in 1710 he was also elected at Thetford. A 
correct list of the House of Commons in successive Parliaments would be 
a desirable acquisition to public as well as local history. Browne Willis's 
Pfotitia Parliamtntaria only goes down to 1660, and is imperfect, though 
a very meritorious worL 
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poraries the Neapolitan Bourbons. Yet he was one of the 
statesmen who for a moment held that restoration in thdr 
hands, and he went to Paris in 171Z, not like his Cavalier 
grandfather in 1644, an exile of civil war, with a little monejr 
and a weary foot, but privately intrusted by the Queen, and 
by a lai^ body of Parliamentary and country gentlemen, to 
form some reliable opinion of her brother's real intentions 
and views. This was the simple cause of the extraordinary 
honours shown him by command of King Louis the Four- 
teenth, which seem to have excited the spleen oi the morose, 
though in his memoirs very entertaining, Due de St. Smon.' 
Before this he had been with the Duke of Ormond in the 
Netherlands, and carried to him some verbal instructions, the 

' A letter to him on this occasion from Lord Bolingbroke ii priated in 
the third volume or that statesman's letters, dated atWhitehall, Sept. 17th, 
1712: — 

"Sir, 

"I have the honour of your letter of the 17th, N.S., from Ghent, and 
have lost no time in putting your commanda in execution. The pass, in 
the form you desired it, was this day given to your steward, who came to 
the office by your order for it. Your journey lo France can certainly give 
no offence to any one here, and I am sure will give great satisfadioa to 
many there. I shall send Prior the good news that he may aoon have the 
honor of seeing you ; and, if you approve of it, will write the same to some 
of my friends of that Court, who will be proud to be reckoned youm. I 
agree entirely with you, and I think it is the opinion of every man who 
lerves the Queen, that we are now at the favourable crisis, and that no 
time ought to be lost in concluding our great work. My Lord Lexington 
is gone to Spain ; the Cortes are appointed to meet the very beginning of 
next month, and I think the forms of the several acts necessary to com- 
plete the execution of the article for preventing the union of the two 
monarchies are so well settled and understood, that in very few weeks we 
may receive here and at Utrecht the exemplifications of them. In the 
meanwhile all other matters will be ripened, and I shall hope that two 
months would suffice to draw us clearly out of a ruinous war and intricate 
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result of which was, perhaps, what obtained for her Majesty 
the reputation attributed to her by St. Simon, of being a 
sincere friend of his master the French king. The Duke, 
however, less prudent than Sir Thomas, or thinking himself 
warranted by Lord Botingbroke, as he was, did not know 
how to keep within safe bounds, and a communication which 
he made to Marechal Villars at this time was one of the 
grounds of impeachment agfunst him in the next rdgn. No 
acceptable forecast could be made about the Pretender, who 
like his son was fitter for a novel than for real affairs ; and 
when Sir Thomas returned home he declared openly and 
finally in favour of the Hanoverian succession, and to enforce 
his determination did not scruple to oppose the articles of 
commerce with France in the Treaty of Utrecht, with which 
he had been at first, and on the other hand, very much con- 
cerned. For this he and his friends were called by Boling- 
broke the Whimsical party, but I believe his views on the 
succession were no other than those of his sovereign Queen 
Ann^ who knew in him tried loyalty to her &mlly, coupled 
with the mature sense of a practical gentleman. The Queen 
naturally leant towards her own relations, and had about the 
same regard for the Elector of Hanover that people usually 
entertain for distant cousins who are to come after them 
without their will ; but she and her sister Queen Mary appear 
to have been the wisest of all the Stuarts,' and to have 

ne^tiation. I shall add nothing to this letter but my hearty wishes (or 
your health and prosperity, and my sincere assurances that 

" I am. Sir," 

&c. &c. &c 
' " Clarendon had law and sense," said Dryden, or, as Sir Walter Scott 
thinks, LoTd Dorset; and perhaps it was this line of their pedigree that 
was more adyantageous than Stuart or Bourbon to the royal ladies. 
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better comprehended the conditions on which alone any of 
their Jeffreys-haunted house could carry on its reign. Many of 
the papers printed by Macpherson bear upon Sir Thomas's 
concern in these matters, but as this is a domestic and not a 
political history, I shall not repeat them, making only the 
following extract, which it must be owned, in the latter 
part, gives a curious account of inner Parliamentary manage- 
ment, which we should profess to think so censurable, while 
the Queen herself, and every statesman with his following, 
cast their thoughts towards an uncert^n future in her de- 
clining days. 

Macpherson, Stuart Papersy vol. ii. p. 420. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer was sent over in 1712 to the Duke of 
Ormond (whose relation* and (riend he was), in Flanders,* and after 
that came to Paris, where he was received, by the King of France's 
orders, like a prince ; never had a private man such honours paid to 
him. There he put the last hand to the treaty of commerce i which 
very treaty be afterwards, when Speaker, used his interest to throw 
out. 

When that treaty was to come before the House, and several 
debates bad been held on it, just as the last debate for the final deter- 
mination of the afiair came on, the Earl of Oxford wrote a letter 
(as L. L. told me, Ajwil 23rd, 1724) to Mr. Bromley, telling him 
that he would by no means be an occasion of a breach among 
friends, that be would willingly let all the blame lie upon himself, 
and the treaty be given up rather than make a division. Nor would 
there have been a division in the House dtat day had not Sir Richard 
Vyvyan got up and said that he had studied the point of commerce. 

' The Duke of Ormond was cousin to the Countess of Arlington. 

' See also Boyer'i " History of Queen Anne " for the character of the 
Queen's minister, which without ostensible credentials was attributed to 
Sir Thomas, while en^ged in this affiiir. 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



156 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

That he found the treaty admirably adapted for the advantage of 
England) and that he had grounded his motion on the best informa- 
tions, and that he could not bear to see a matter given up out of 
compliment to anybody's notions, when his country was to re- 
ceive a prejudice by it; and he laid tiie foundation of a debate 
which lasted till two in the morning, being carried on purely on a 
country foot, and the treaty rejected by only about eight votes. 
Lord L. dined that day with Lord Oxford, who was surprised to 
hear that the House was sitting at nine o'clock, and could not 
imagine how it happened, nor did then uke a step to carry the 
point; whereas, as Lord L. told me, had he but sent a note to his 
brother Ned or cousin Tom Harley, the Court interest, which was 
neuter, would have fallen in with the country, and the treaty would 
certainly have been ratified. So that this point was left, to the in- 
finite prejudice of England, out of a compliment of the Earl of 
Oxford to Sir Thomas Hanmet. 

L(H'd Stanhope says, in his history of Queen Anne, that 
Louis XIV. was with great difficulty brought to agree to the 
articles of commerce in this Treaty, because he was advised 
that they would be injurious to French trade. The English 
Parliament threw them out as injurious to English trade. 
Even in these days our Australian States showed symptoms of 
a similar blindness, whatever to the contrary we could do ; 
and so I suppose it will be long hence, when they are great 
and powerful nations, 

St Simon, whose attention was easily drawn to cere- 
monies and honours, especially to such as were paid to a 
gentleman not a duke, but who knew litde of the King's 
mind at any time, and less about such things as related to 
St. Germain, speaks thus of Sir Thomas's French recep- 
tion : — 

St. Simon, vol. x. p. 376. 
II parut a la cour un personnage singulier, qui y fut re^u avec des 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



PARISH AND FAMILY OF HANMER. 157 

empreuemens et des distinctions surprenantes. Le roi Ten combla, 
les ministres s'y surpassercnt, tout cc qui ^ait de plus marque ii la 
cour se piqua dc le fcsto^er. C'juit un Anglais d'un peu plus de 
trcnte ans, de bonne mine et parfaitement bien &it, qui s'appelait 
le Chevalier Hanmer et qui £tait fort riche. II avait epouse aussi 
la fille unique et heritiere de milord Arlington secretaire d'etat, 
veuve du due de Grafton, qui s'en etait eprise et qui conserva de 
droit son nom et son rang de duchesse de Grafton, comme il se 
pratique toujours en Angleterre en faveur des duchesses, marquises 
et comtesses, qui £tant veuves se remanent inegalement.i Hanmer 
passa pour avoir beaucoup d'esprit, et de credit dans la chambre des 
communes. Il etait fort attache au gouvernement d'alors, et fort 
bien avec la reine, qui I'avait tenu toute la campi^e aupr^ du due 
d'Ormond poor etre un peu de son conseiL De Flandre il vint ici, 
il y demeura un mois ou six semaines, egalemenC couru et recherche, 
et s'en alia d'ici en Angleterre pour I'ouverture du Parlement. Je 
n'ai point sualorscequ'il^taitvenu faire, ni meme s'il £tait charg^ de 
quelque chose, comme I'accueil qu'il j re^ut porte a le croirc, et j'ai 
oublieam'informerdepuis. Onn'enagucreoutparlerdanslasuite. II 
&ut qu'il n'ait fait ni figure ni fortune sous ce regne en Angleterre, 
et qu'il ne se soit pas accroche au sulvant. 

To disappear from the observation of this pa!ace-haunt- 
ing duke, son of a courtier of Louis -the Thirteenth^ was 
doubtless, in his opinion, equivalent to the oscura selva ;* but 
we, who in our own time have seen so many retired sove- 
reigns, are not incapable of estimating the small amount of 



' According to English law this ia not the feet, and Sar Thomas never 
used any arma of his wife excepting those of her father, with her coronet 
of countess in her own right It is curious that St. Simon should have 
been wrong on a point so considerable to his mind. 

^ " Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita, 

Mi ritrorai per una selva oscura, 
Che la diritta via era smerrita." 

Inferno, canto l 
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interest they excite in the country they have withdrawn to,* 
nor can the gentlemen who are occasionally involved in their 
transactions expect to be remembered more than the principal 
personages on whose behalf they may appear. It was the 
passing but stately welcome given to Sir Thomas, and not 
the business which caused it, tha^ for the time it lasted, 
attracted St. Smon, and placed my kinsman in the long gal- 
lery of portr^ts he has drawn. Had the latter been conver- 
sant with English afiatrs he would have seen the Parisian 
guest of a few weeks tn a solid position in his own country ; 
as for figure, he had enough ; and as for fortune, what he 
inherited from his ancestors contented his moderation and his 
pride, so that, besides political offices, he refused the rich 
place of Teller of the Exchequer, out of which, in days of 
ministerial fortunes, several have been made. I do not know 
that I should have paused over this passage of a writer whose 
lucubrations of^en amuse me so much as the French Duke's 
do, if it had not been raked up with a little bit out of Swift' 
and another out of Horace Walpole, in derogadon of Sir 
Thomas, as one among the many who do nothing answerable 
to their beginning, in a late number of the " Edinburgh Re- 
view." Sir Thomas appears to have desired to go on into 
Italy after this business, but Lord Bolingbroke mentions in a 



' Now and then there may be some feeling akin to Turner's picture of 
the Breaking-up of the Temeraire. 

' Swift had Bome grudge against Sir Thomas, arising from I know not 
what Pope writes to Arbuthnot, July 4.th, 1 7 1 4, that he amused himself 
with a buming-glaBs, which he applied in various degrees to the printed 
papers of the House of Commons: the name, Pope says, of Thomas Han- 
mer. Speaker, was much singed; there were also several bums on the 
Proclamation against the Pretender. 
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letter to the Duke of Shrewsbury, January 25th, O.S. 1711, 
that he had written to him by the Queen's order, that she 
hoped she should have his assistance in the ensuing session 
of Parliament, " which certainly " (says that accomplished 
man of the world) " will be a very nice and difficult one to 
manage, and upon the proceedings of which, our all, I think, 
is staked. I mention this matter because Sir Thomas may 
probably communicate to your Grace what he debates in his 
mind, and you would be glad to know what the Queen's 
sense was." When the Parliament did open. Sir Thomas, in 
consequence, appeared in his place ; not without some sense 
of merit, if we are to believe a cross-grained observation or 
two of the old Duchess of Marlborough, to be found in her 
recently published correspondence with her relative Mr. Jen- 
nings : and, the conclusions he had formed upon his Parisian 
mission becoming known, the friends of the Hanoverian suc- 
cession offered to support him if he would be proposed for 
Speaker. This was acceptable to the Tory ministry, who 
did not wish to break with one whom they hoped to recover 
as a friend. Accordingly, when the new Parliament met in 
February, he was proposed by Sir Arthur Kaye, member for 
Yorkshire, and seconded by Lord Scudamore, member for 
the county of Hereford, and chosen Speaker without oppo- 
stdon,* being the fourth which the district that can be seen 
from the top of the tower at Bettisfield had furnished within 
a few years; these were Charlton, Williams, Trevor, and 
himself. So we may quote again out of my favourite canto 
of the " Paradiso " — 



' Steele, who waa then a member of the House, very nearly raited 
some, by mjudicious allusions to the French trade question. 
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" E gil erano tratti 
Alle curule Siiii ed Anigucci." 



Lord Scudamore, who seconded Sir Thomas, belonged to a 
family now extinct, but which I believe claimed descent from 
a grand-daughter of Sir David Hanmer the judge, one of the 
daughters of Owen Glyndwr,* The House of Commons 
usually met at nine o'clock a.m. in those days> and had the 
advantage of morning sittings : * gentlemen could thus enjoy 
at home the green leaves and sweet winds of summer, for 
which we must go to Richmond or to Windsor, and did not 
discharge their duty any less ; indeed the debate on French 
commerce, which lasted, according to the note in Macpherson, 
till two o'clock the next morning, may be compared in length 
and earnestness to some of our own time. The fine full- 
length portrait of Sir Thomas in his robes as Speaker, which 
is in the library at Bettisfield, was painted by Kndler at this 
period ; it represents a sensible and good-natured man, worthy 
of the respect which eighty years after his death, as I can 
bear witness, had not passed out of local tradition and remem- 
brance ; nevertheless the chances of time are such, that fewer 
personal marks of him remain here than of his grand&ther, 
who was born in the reign of King James I., and died in that 
of King Charles II. I have scarcely half-a-dozen letters of 



■ Owen Glyndwr died on St Matthew the Apostle's day, Sept. 2i, 
A.D. 1415. — From Hengwrt, now Peniarth, MSS. 

* When King George III. at his accession wanted to make a favourable 
impression on Speaker Onslow, he said it should not be his fault if the 
House did not go about its business eartier in the morning than it had 
lately done, which, Horace Walpole says, "was a flattering speech to an 
old man attached to old forms ; " but the partial revival of morning sitting* 
in our time has been very useiiil. 
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his. One is from the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, an ancestor of 
H. R, H. the late Prince Consort, about the payment of some 
troops which the Duke appears to have furnished to the 
forces of Queen Anne.' 

A Montieur Mansiew Lt Chevalier Thomas Hanmer^ Orateur dt la 
Chamhre des Communes du Parliament de la Grande Bretagne, 

Monsieur, 

Dans le mesme tempt qu'il a plu a Sa Majeste la Rcine de la 
Grande Bretagne, apres la Paix faite avec la France, de remettre 
mes deux Regiments engages a son service i ma libre disposition. 
Messieurs scs Plenipotentiaries m'ont fait asseurer que Sa Majeste 
n'oublieroit pas de lair tenir entiere satisfaction aux dits Regiments 
de tous les arrerages d'ordinatres et d'cxtraordinaires sur le fonde- 
ment de la Convention mutuelle: je presume, Monsieur, que la 
Session du Parliament prochain pourra seconder I'efFet. C'est dans 
cette veue que j'ay charg£ mon Conseiller et Resident i la Haye, le 
Sieur Hallangicur, de se rendre il Londres pour sollictcer cette sad** 
faction, et de s'addresser a vous, Monsieur, suirant I'assurance et 
I'approbadon generate qu'il in'a temoign^e, avec un eloge tres-par- 
ticulter du zele que vous avez pour la justice et I'equitf. 

Etant done persuade. Monsieur, que votre assistance comme 
d'un membrc le plus considerable de Parlcment, revetu de I'employ 
honorable de I'orateur, pourra beaucoup faciliter ces insunces, je 
vous prie d'avoir la bontc de me I'accorder dans une demande qui 
est fonde aur la promesse Royale. J'en auray une obligation bicn 
forte, et suis, 

Monsieur, 

Votre tres affecdonnf Scrviteur, 

Frederic Due db Saxe. 
Fridenstein, Ic 15. duMars, 1714. 

' All pay of foreign troopa in the Queen's service in the Low Countries 
was stopped by her order, through Secretary St. John, 2iat June, 1713 ; 
this was on account of some difficulty they, under the circumstances very 
reasonably, made against obeying the tortuous commands of the Duke of 
Ormond. See Bolingbroke Correspondence, vol. ii. pp. 395 — 406, 
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This Parliament, the last of Queen Anne and of the 
Stuarts, was prorogued on the 9th July, 1714, to Tuesday, 
the 10th of August, and the Speaker came afterwards to 
Bettisfield. The air of Wales was perhaps better at the 
moment, and less charged with metropolitan rumours than 
tliat of Suffolk would have been. What was then called a 
flying post might have reached Mildenhall near Newmarket 
in half a day ; the tranquillity of a place not to be arrived at 
in less than four such journeys was to Sir Thomas, who had 
done all he could to secure the Hanoverian succession, but 
some of whose intimate friends were deeply committed to the 
contrary, an obvious defence ^;ainst the resdess time. Mean- 
while the Queen's health, as was expected, grew worse ; she 
was worn out by the intrigues " that were about her among 
"ministers and courtiers, some of whom were refugees in 
France, and some prisoners in the Tower before another year 
was over; and at last, on Sunday, the ist of August, early 
in the morning, she died. A few hours later Sir Thomas 
received in Hanmer Church a message Secretary Bromley ' 
had despatched to him two days before, desiring his imme- 
diate return to London in contemplation of this event. Within 
memory of some whom I have seen there were some villagers 
still living who had caught this occurrence with quick chil- 
dren's eyes, and were wont to tell it in their old ^e among 
other stories of the Speaker, how he suddenly left the church 

' Some of these related to bringing over the Elector of Hanover in the 
Queen's life as Duke of CambTidge, a proposition which was hateful to 
Queen Anne. Sir Thomas thought it should be deferred, though he had 
pressed it at one lime. See Macpherson's Papers. 

' Mr. Bromley stated as soon as the House met that a flying post was 
sent into Wales after the Speaker. 
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attended by the messenger, and how the news spread along 
the lanes and homesteads of our parish that Sir Thomas was 
sent for, and the Queen was dead. At York races, where, 
on Friday the 30th, her Majesty's bay horse Star, running in 
her own name, had won a race of four four-mile heats, beating 
seven others, they heard of the Queen's decease on Monday 
during the running, and King Geoi^e I. was immediately pro- 
claimed by Archbishop Dawes, who was one of the Speaker's 
personal friends. I have somewhere mislaid a letter from this 
archbishop, written after a visit to Bettisfield ; but I gather 
the feet of his immediately proclaiming King George, which 
was far frx)m an indiffisrent act at thtt period, from the pages 
of that amusing compilation, the Racing Calendar. 

Sir Thomas arrived in London, in time to take the chair, 
on Wednesday, 4th August, up to which day, from Sunday 
the I St, the House had daily met in his absence, and ad- 
journed. The original of the following letter from the Duke 
of Shrewsbury, Lord Treasurer, which was printed by Sir 
Henry Bunbury, with other correspondency is in my posses- 
sion. Sir Henry's volume is, if I may say so, one of the 
best specimens of private and local history that I am ac- 
quainted with. 

Sir, Si. James's, 4th July, 1 7 14. 

I have this morning spoke with several of the Lords Justices, 
and they are all of opinion the Session should be opened with a 
speech, which they intend to make to-morrow. I am therefore 
directed to acquaint you that it would be agreeable to them if the 
House of Commons after taking the oaths did adjourn themselves 
till to-morrow morning. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most faithful humble servant, 

Shrewsbury. 
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Endorsed by Sir Thomas, correcting the mistaken date, 
August 4th, 17 14. 

The Parliament sat till 22nd October, and then was 
finally prorogued, and the reign of the house of Hanover 
began. In the beginning of the winter of the same year, in 
contemplation of the impending dissolution. Sir Thomas wrote 
thus, to his cousin William Hanmer of the Fens, about one 
of those arrangements which are not always very agreeable to 
electors, even when best intended : — 

Dear Cousin, Euston, Nov. 13, 1714. 

The unfortuiute necessity which hurried me away from Betti^ 
fictd so suddainly, prevented me from speaking to you upon many 
things which I desired to have done. And now the near approach 
of elections calls upon me to inform you with what has passed on 
that subject with relation to the county of Flint, that you may not 
be a stranger to it. Before the time of choosing the present Parlia- 
ment, it was considered that the last agreement of the county was 
expired, and therefore if possible to lay the foundation of another. 
Lord Bulkeley, Sir John Conway, Sir Roger Mostyn, and myself, 
acting also for you as yon have heretofore entrusted me, took an 
opportunity at London of talking together concerning it. The in- 
tention was to preserve peace and good neighbourhood among us, 
and the terms which were then proposed and consented to by all 
then present were these — that all parts of the former agreement > 
should be renewed and stand good, with this alteration and addition 
only, that whenever within the new term, which was to be the same 
with the former, it should be Sir John Conway's turn to serve, 
either for the county or the borough, it might be in his choice to 
doe it himself, or name another gentleman belonging to the county, 
and agreeable tn the rest of the gentlemen of it This proposition 
had the consent of all us who were then present, if the other gentle- 



' I have no note of what this former agreement was ; in the reign of 
King William ID. our family had been hit very hardly by elections. 
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men who were not there and if the countrey had no objection to it, 
when it should be made to them ; and I thought we were obliging 
you by endeavouring to establish quiet and a good correspondence in 
the countrey, for I have always heard you express it as your earnest 
desire (hat occasions of difference might be prevented. Whatever 
has passed since in the countrey you arc likely to know better than 
I, and, as I ima^nc there will now be another meeting amongst you 
before the election, I hope no occasion will be given of breaking the 
good intelligence which is always wished by, 

Dear Cousin, 
Your most affectionate humble servant, 

Tho. Hanmbr. 

Marks of the new King's favour in other ways, but not 
again the chair he had occupied, awaited the late Speaker, 
who was succeeded by a member of the Whig party. What- 
ever was proposed to him, Lady Mary Wortley says, in one 
of her letters, he was " weak enough " to decline, but I do 
not know that a man is weak who is content with what he 
has.* I have also heard that the treatment the Duke of Or- 
mond met with from that Government was a chief cause of 
his break with them. He continued afterwards for many 
years as one of the representatives of Suffolk, a principal in- 
dependent member of the House of Commons.* In this 
capacity he moved, loth June, 1715,* to postpone the con- 

' The Countess of Arlington took her place as peeress in her own 'right 
at King George's coronation, but Sir Thomas's relations with the court of 
the former Elector of Hanover were limited by that ceremony. 

* There was a Parliamentary phrase in those times of being " above 
the chair," applied to gentlemen who had filled it, and still were members 
of the House ; Mr. Bromley was another at the same period. 

* Debates of the House of Commons, vol. vi. p. 25. A paper printed 
in Addison's works gives a different account. 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



l66 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

sideration of Mr. Walpole's Report on the Negotiations for 
the Late Peace; the result of which was the impeachment 
of Lords Oxford and Bolingbroke, and a little later of the 
Duke of Ormond. It was long afterwards imputed as blame 
to Sir Thomas that he advised the Duke's flight on this occa- 
sion ; * but this was not the case ; on the contrary, it is cer- 
tain that he advised him to remonstrate with the King, and 
Lord Chesterfield in one of his letters to his son records how 
it was Atterbury who gave him the evil counsel. The motion 
for postponement was beaten by 280 votes against 160. Lord 
Hervey in his memoirs says the oratory of our kinsman had 
not the art of persuasion ; but who is persuaded by a speech ? 
He must be a reed shaken by the wind. 

Sir Thomas never re-opened the house at Hanmer, which 
was shut up for forty-five years in his time, from the death of 
his uncle Sir John, in 1701, to his own in 1746, and for 
eight years more in that of his immediate successor, William 
Hanmer of the Fens, and of Iscoyd, who died in 1754. At 
Bettisfield he made some ordinary additions, not now very 
easy to distinguish, as they are incorporated in later work, 
and he planted, among other trees, the large ilex on the 
eastern side of the house, much loved of squirrels,' who keep 

' I find this in one of the now obscure pamphlets which grew out of 
the troubles of Mr, Thomas Hervey, some thirty years later. It is also 
asserted in Macphereon. Bolingbroke gave better advice. Lady Mary 
Worttey «aye sarcasticslly to him, who at all events did not follow it for 
himself, " You 

Advise the whole confederacy to stay. 
While with sly courage you run brisk away." 

* I never observed before this year that squirrels coiled among their 
■tores the brown spotted funguses, which grow under oak trees. I met 
with two of these little creatures yesterday carrying large pieces of them 
in their mouths. 
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a winter store about its roots. The late Lord Kenyon told 
me that he gave the acorns of those which are growing at 
Gredington ' to his neighbour there. Between the two oaks 



' Tliough we have reached the reign of Queen Anne, the system of 
es, which make the larrago of thia book, enablea me to go 
back all the way to King- Edward I. for the name of Adam de Cretyng, 
from whose residence, as I have said before, but I had lost the reference at 
the time, I believe the name of Gredington (Crelyngstown) arises; it is to 
be found in one of the writs to our forefather Thomas de Macclesfield. 
Adam de Cretyng was killed in Gascony, 22nd Edw. L a.d. 1394; his son 
John was summoned to parliament as a baron, 6th Edw. L a.d. 1333-3, 
but not afterwards. 

Writ to Thomas de MACCxEsnELD. Stt Rolls o/' Pari. ikiI. i. p. 279, 

A.D. 1308-9, 2nd Edw. II. 
EdwarduB Dei gratia Rez Angl' etc dilectis et fidelibua suis Nich*o de 
Audele et Thome de Macclesfild salutem. Ex querela Robert! de Nevill et 
Ankarete uioris ejus accessimus quod cum ipsa Ankareta et Will' le Bote- 
ler, primus vir buus, per magnum tempus seisiti fuissent in dominico suo 
ut de feodo de quadam placea terre ad manerium suum de Dodington per- 
tinente, quousque Adam de Cretyng nuper Balliviis ctkbru memorie Alia- 
noTK quondam Regine Anglit eonsortii nostrt de Overton propria voluntate 
sua et abaque causa rationabili ipsos Will" et Ankaretam de dicta placea 
ejecit. Et idem Willielmus in prosequendo jus auum et prefate Ankarete 
super ejectione predicts in curia nostra diem clauserit eztremum, per 
quod eadem Ankareta nondum est inde justiciam assecuta, volentes super 
premissis plenius certiorari, et prefatia Roberto et Ankarete quod justum 
fuerit fieri in hac parte, vobia mandamus quod per sacramentum proborum 
et legalium hominum tam Anglicorum quam Walensium, partium illanim, 
per quos rei Veritas meliua sciri poterit diligenter inquiratis utrum predicti 
Willielmus et Ankareta aliquo tempore fuerunt seiaiti de predicta placea 
tanquam pertinente ad manerium suum predictum, necne. Et si aic tunc 
qualiter et quomodo, et si per predictum Adam inde fuerunt ejecti, sicut 
predictum est, tunc quo modo et ei qua causa. Et si placea ilia ratione 
predicti msnerii de Overton per ejectionem predictam in manu nostra 
existit, necne ; et quantum valeat p. ann. in omnibus exitibus. Et inquisi- 
tionem inde diatincte et aperte lactam nobis sub sigiliis vcstria et sigillis 
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on either side the green road, at the bottom of the garden, he 
had a device called a woodcock, glade. Woodcocks are often 
shot now about the same place, but then they were caught in 
nets, as they came in the twilight out of Bettisficld Wood, or 
the low ground about Haulton Moat, that way. In 1721 the 
following memorandum marks the date of the chancel of 
Hanmer church : — 

Received, March 1 3th, of the Hon. Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart., 
by the hand of Mr. Pye, the sum of four pounds and four shillings 
for journtes to the quarry, and for rubbing and cleansing the first 
wrought stone of Hanmer Chancel, I say received the said sum in 
full of all demands, by me John Broster. 

A little building was sufficient for that period, and Sir 
Thomas was no great builder ; the restorer had not then 
appeared, nor the wise man in piscines and reredoses. In 
1723 died the Duchess Isabella of Grafton, Countess of 
Arlington, whom he had married twenty-five years before, not 
leaving him any children ; and in the next year his cousin, 
William Hanmer of the Fens, with whom, as with all his 
&mily, he always kept up an intimate friendship and alliance, 
died at the age of fifty, and was buried at Hanmer. Joindy 
with Thomas, eldest son of this William, Sir Thomas made 
that settlement of his Flintshire estates by which he became 
more particularly our benefactor, on the model of preceding 
arrangements between the families of Hanmer and the Fens. 
He however married himself for the second time. The lady, 
who died before he did, without children of the marriage, 
was Miss Elizabeth Folkes,* of Barton in Suffolk, which 

eoTum per quos factam fuerit sine diUtione mittatis — et hoc breve. Teste 

Meipso apud Westmonasterium v. die Aprilis anno regni vicesimo aeptimo. 

1 This lady's name is on Sir Thomas's monument, otherwise of her it 
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estate, thus derived from her, with the rest of his Sudblk pro- 
pertjr inherited irom the Norths, went to, and is still enjoyed 
by, the descendants of his elder sister, Susan, Lady Bunbury. 
The two following letters, written in 1732 on the occasion of 
a visit into Carnarvonshire, to some relations of his second 
marriage while it existed, give a curious picture of the cir- 
cumstances of travelling in the last century. 

Sir Thomas Hanmbr to Sm Rogek Mostyn. 

Dear Sir, Bettisfield, June 27th, 1732. 

I have received the hvor of your letter, and most heartily 
wish you all good success in the af&ir you have under transacdon, 
and all good consequences from it. My journey is now fixed, not so 
much from considerations of the tide as from other motives, so that 
it is not possible for me to defer it, though the going into a strange 
and difficult country ' without the help even of the language is no 
very i^reeable thing; how any circumstance in it will fall out I shall 
not know before hand ; and one of my uncertainties is whether I 
shall carry my own coach-horses the whole journey, or whether Mrs. 
Folkes's are to meet me at Conway. If I should be obliged to leave 
my own and should not find a convenience for them at Conway, I 
know of 00 expedient I can lay hold of but sending them to Glod- 
daeth, and I beg you will only send orders by your servant there, that 
if I should be tlriven to that necessity they may not be refused ad- 
mittance into your stables. I propose being at Conway on the 10th 
or lith of July, before which I hope your orders will have reached 
Gloddaeth. I suppose my return can't be in less than ten or twelve 
days, when, if I can hear of you either in Caernarvonshire or Flint- 
shire, I shall endeavour to wait upon you. The Bishop of Bangor 



might be better said, " Non ragioiiiam di lor, ma guarda et passa." She 
had other property, ctmceming which I believe arrangements were made 
according to her desire. Her death was about 1 740- 
* This was out of one Welsh county into another. 
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was to kind as to dine with me on Friday latt on his wajr homeland 
I have promised bim to \jt one night at his house io mj way to 
Bodville. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your most bumble and obedient servant, 

Tho. Hanmer. 

The Hon. Sir Rt^r Mostyn, Bart^ a Member of 
Parliament, at his lo<^ngs over against Mon- 
t^iue House in Great Russell Street, Ixindon. 



Sir Thomas Hanher te Sir Roger Mostyk. 

Dear Sir, From Mr. Wynn's, July 14th, 1732. 

I long in person to ask you ten thousand pardons for all the 
trouble I have ^ven you, and all I am still likely to g^ve you. I in- 
tended to have waited upon you at Gtoddaeth about to-morrow seven 
night, but such extraordinary rains have fallen here as to keep us 
dose prisoners by making the brooks impassable, and have forced us 
to live almost half the time allotted for our stay at Bodville ; I hope 
we shall be able to get thither to-morrow, but I despair of being 
allowed the liberty (to return) the next week. We will therefore so 
order our aflatrs as to get under the Penmaen ' at the best time after 
the next full moon, which we are told will be on this day fortnight ; 
but whether we can reach Gloddaeth that night, or must stay at Con- 
way till the next day, I doe not know how to judge before the time. 
For God's sake let not this uncertainty in our motions, occasioned 
by deluges, tides, rocks, aiid precipices, put you to any inconvenience, 
b^ond at least what you have suffered already. If your affairs call 
you hack to Mostyn suy not for us at Gloddaeth, but leave us only 



' Penmaen Mawr, which the Irish mail now passes under in a few 
seconds on the Cheater and Holyhead line. This wild mountain, the Pen- 
maen itself, IB now being girt with villas, and in part is much carried away 
to make roads of. 
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a bed there if we should be under the necesuty oi making use of it, 
and forgive the trouble of so many men and horses, which I could 
not foresee would have been so long. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your most humble and obedient Servant, 

Tho. Hanmer. 
For Sir Rt^er Mostyn, Bart., Gloddaeth 
near Conway. 

I have found several of Sir Thomas's travelling bills in an 
old walnut bureau that belonged to him. At a time when we 
brealc&st in London, and eat our luncheon in Flintshire they 
are relics of the past not unworthy of preservation. 



" Bishopstborpe,* May 20th, 17 18. 

** Received there of the Hon. Sir Thomas Hanmer - 
twelve pounds ten shillings. 

Lichfield, May 25, Received more five pounds ^^17 15." 

I '■ ''■ 

May 20. The smith at Bishopsthorpe 

Four pound of powder 

Paid at Ferrybrig 
May 22. Paid at Doncaster 

at Worksop . 1 10 

23. at Nottingham . . 2 17 
Given to bell-ringers at Nottingham 

to the music there . .05 

24. Paid at Derby .... 
Given my Lord Berkshire's groom 

2$. Paid at Lichfield 



1 On return from a visit to the Archbishop. 
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Majr 26. Paid at Four Cfouet 
at Newport 


. a 6 
. I II 




18 8 1 


Recdred . 17 15 
due tome 13 I 
at Bettisfiekl. 





Chasles Langkuh. 



Bills from London to Bettitfidd, April zjth, 1730. 

£ '• -'■ 

Tottenham Court turnpike .013 

Highgate. o o 7i 

South Mimms 013 

St. Alban's bills i 17 10 

Dunstable turnpike 013 

Dunstable bills 3 7^ 

Whitehill turnpike 013 

Woburn turnpike 013 

Newport Pagnel bills i 17 3 

Another turnpike near Northampton . .019 

Northampton bills 348 

Musique O 5 o 

Rugby bills I 14 I 

Coventry turnpike 019 

Mereden bills 2 19 6 

At the Webh Harpe for Hay . .006 

Four Crosses Bill i 10 o 

Newport bills 2 15 9 

TernhiU, for hay, bread, and cheese .016 

For 13 servants' drink : 

April 25 o 19 6 

30 o 19 6 

May 1 . o 19 6 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



PARISH AND FAMILY OP HANMER. \\ 

£ '■ d. 

Mxy 2 o 19 6 

3, for eleven 056 

24 9 H 



Received Ignatius Codrtkii. 

£ •• i 

May 27, 1742. George Ctx^r's Account of 
Expenses on the road to Bettisfield . 33 14 8 

This is evidently from MildenhftU. 



BiUs paid. 
At Cambridge, house bill and teryzntt 
Table bill and servants . 
At St. Neat's ditto . 
At Crick ditto . 

At Dunchurch ditto . 
At Coventry ditto . 

At Castle Bromwich ditto 
At Four Crosses ditto . 
At Newport (Shropshire) ditto 
At Tern Hill ditto . 
Servants* board-wages with the coach 
Turnpikes and monies spent . 
Servants' board-wag^ in the wagfoo 



9 
2 18 

» JS 

2 19 

» 9 
a 18 

1 13 

2 19 

2 17 



7 8 5 
33 '4 8 



June 7th, Received the full contents of this bill by me George 
Cooper.' 

Out of many inn bills, belonging to these and similar 
accounts, which appear to be for a gentleman travelling with 
his own coach-horses, and with grooms and saddle-hotscs 

1 Sir Thomas left in his will a legacy of £ lOO to this George Cooper. 
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attending him, I take the following bill of hn. I am sony 

to say that in another, in the month of May, I find a charge 
"to cooking the partridges ;" but I have seen them myself 
served up in that month on the Continent. 

Red Lyoo, Nevport. 

Carp 026 

Knuckle of rele, bacon, greens .036 

Plum pudding O i a 

Shoulder of mutton and pickles .026 

Two chickens 020 

Creafish 2 

Tart and cheese 010 

Brecst velc 030 

Pork and green 028 

Plane pudding and suet o j o 

Plum puddii^ baked ,010 
Tea' 010 

Supper. 
Mutton broth for two ubles , .040 

Sparrow grass 010 

Quarter lamm 026 

Bales 014 

Frute pudding 014 

Wine 086 

Grass milk o t o 

Sugar 020 

Break&st. 

Coffee .020 

Fire 020 

Bread and beer 024 

Lettuce 004 



' In an account-book of Lady Susan's in 1 693 I find the price of tea at 
that date was 30J. the lb. 
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Watch ale o 



Received May 2t, 1740, 

The full amount of this bill by me, James Hill. 

Sir Thomas, when he no longer heard what Lord Boling- 
broke calls "the hoarse voice of party"* in the House of 
Commons, appears to have become an habitual student of 
Shakespeare, and he gradually prepared an edition of the plays 
of the great dramatist, of whom he said " Nil ertum tale," 
which was printed at Oxford, at the University press, in six 
quarto volumes. They involved him in some literary con- 
troversies, but Dr. Johnson's approval may be set agwist 
Pope's jingle in the Dunciad,* and the work remuns a fine spe- 
cimen of typography, though as an edition it is almost neces- 
sarily surpassed by the accumulated learning of later ones. I 
frequently see it in the libraries of the country houses of his 
time. Horace Walpole pointed out an error, which has run 
the round of critics, in a line in '* Othello," dftcribing NTichael 
Cas«o, the Florentine, as "a fellow almost damned in a ^r 
phyz" but the real reading, which has not been arrived at 

' Thia has very ancient precedent. Milton, quotings from Tacitus, 
Mys of the GermsnB and their kings, " If his opinion be not approved of, 
they declare their dislike of it by a general murmuring noise." — Defenet 
of tbe Ptople ofEHghind agaiMM Salmania'a Defence of King CharUa I. 

* lite passage which, at the request of Bishop Warburton, Pope thrust 
into his Dunciad, about this edition, preserves the name of the peerage by 
which, if he had chosen, Sir Thomas was to have been called to the House 
of Lords ; but it would have been a very ill-choaen one, since we never 
had anything to do, as far as I know, with the Lordship of Mold or family 
of Montalt, of whom the Irish house of Maude (Monthault, Montalt) now 
hold themselres representatives. 
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yet, is " a fellow almost damned in a fair whe." This is 
entirely conformable to the next lines and general design of 
his character. The original mistake arose out of the simi- 
larity of the long f to the letter f, which caused the word to 
be printed " wife," as it is yet in all the editions, while Mi- 
chael Cassio has no wife, but only a mistress, "Bianca," in 
the play. 

Passing on to the closing year of Sir Thomas's life, I find 
a kind letter, addressed by him to my great-grandfather, 
Walden Hanmer, afterwards Sir Walden, who was his god- 
son, and in time the third of his successors tmder the setde- 
ment. The fellow-traveller mentioned in it was his wife, 
Anne, daughter of Henry Vere Graham, Esq., of Holbrook 
in Sufiblk.' Her elder sister, Eleanor, was married to Sir 
William Bunbury. 

DiAK Cousin, Mildenball, Oct. Z4th, 1745. 

I ant much pleased to hear that you and your fellow traveller 
are lo<^ed safe and well at Sympson, and the more because the first 
day of your journey proved so uncommonly bad ; yet how much 
more dangerous was the later end of it, three hours in the dark ; 
how could you possibly escape being hurt ? You lay the fault upon 
the roads of Bedfordshire, but I am afraid you lay too long in the 
morning. The whole journey of your life I hope will be prosperous, 
not only free from dangers but from fears too. Sir William and 
my lady are just now setting out for Holbrook^ and Mr. North* 
goes away to-morrow j so that if I were not pretty well practised in 
the art of living alone my mind would be as dark and gloomy as the 
time of year. This comfort too I have, that, as the sun is to return, 
so you and my pretty cousine have promised to come ere long to 



I There is a good portrait of her here in crayons, by Cotes of Bath, 
* This was Montague North, editor of his cousin Roger North's Exa- 
men, which he dedicated to Sir Thomas ; it was printed in 1 740. 
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cheer and enliven my days. I think myself well justified in giving 
her that title, for nature has made her pretty, and you have made 
her my cousine. To her, and to your mother and sister, I b^ my 
humble service. I hope you will let me know how you steer all 
your future motions, that my wishes may goe along with you, and 
you know they must all be good which are directed towards you and 
,«u-fi..mlyfton., De„ Co«.in, 

Your affectionate bumble Servant, 

Tho. Hanmer. 
To Walden Hanmer, Esq., at Sympson, near 
Fenny Stratford, in Buckinghamshire. 

In a letter to John fourth Duke of Bedford, dated March, 
1745, printed in the first volume of die Correspondence of 
that Duke, and relating to the great drainage undertakings 
which arc among many claims to public respect and gratitude 
inherited and possessed by the Russell family, Sir Thomas, 
who had already been drinking Bishop Berkeley's tar-water, 
mentions his failing health and inability to take journeys of 
any length ; and in a little more than a year afterwards, May 
7th, 1746, he closed his life at Mildenhall, when he was 
within a few months of the age of sixty-ntn^ and on the 19th 
he was buried at Hanmer. He had no son by either of his 
marriages, and with him expired the last of the descendants in 
the male line of his great-grandfather Sir John, who had been 
made a baronet in 1620* by King James I. ; and the line of 
Thomas Hanmer of the Fens, and his wife Jane, daughter of 
Sir Job Charlton of Ludford, by their two sons William and 
Job, and their sons, with Col. William Hanmer their half- 
cousin, were all that remained to carry on the representadon 

^ July lithof that year.next before Edward Osborne, EH].,ofKiveton, 
whose Bon was the minister Lord Danby, Duke of Leeds ; he began as a 
Yorkshire baronet. 
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of the family in his name and blood, as it was limited and 
expressed by his settlement and confirmed by will afterwards. 
A letter from Sir Thomas to his cousiti William of the 
Fens, written in 17 12, when he was about to join the Duke 
of Ormond in the Netherlands^ which will be given in its 
place, shows that, failing children of his own, he intended to 
look to his relations there fivm a very early period. Though 
he says in his letter to my great-grandfather Sir Waldep, that 
he was " well practised in the art of living alone," ' I do not 
believe he was at all forgotten in the scenes which he had 

' There i> an imitation of the tenth satire of Alamanni on this aubject, 
by Sir Thomas Wyatt, which has always pleased me very much : — 
" This maketh me at home to hunt and hawk, 

And in foul weather at my book to lit, 

In frost and snow then with my bow to stalk." 

&c., tic, Stc, &c. 

Sir T. WyaU to John PotKS. 
Our Sir Thomas attended to his gardens and fish-ponds at Bettisfield, 
as well as to his books, as the following memoranda in his handwriting 
bear witness : — 

" On the east side of the house, against the parlour chimney, a fig-tree 
Irom Mostyn, called there the pink fig, from the colour of the inside, but 
the true name in Italy from whence it comes is Sancti Johannis Prima- 
ticcio; the fruit is large, but apt to drop before it is ripe. 

"Against the drawing-room chimney, a fig-tree from Mostyn called 
the Gentile in Italy, from whence it originally came ; the fruit is white and 
the most delicious of all figs ; ripe about the middle of September. 

" On the south wall, in the lower garden, from the house to the door — 
" Two apricot trees ; a fig from Mostyn called the Verdine ; another 
fig expected from Mostyn of the Gentile kind ; a greengage plum. On 
the same wall, from the door of the espalier of limes: — 

{Two Halsey, 
Two Gros Minian, 
Two Montauban ; 
" One white fig. 
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left ; ' there was a portrait of him at Stowe as an old man, 
painted for that great polidcal house, long after he had ceased 
to be statesman or politician. As to portraits, I have one by 
Dahl the Swede, about his middle age; also the full length by 
Kneiler in the Speaker's robes, the head of which is engraved 
in Yorke's " Royal Tribes of Wales ;" and another of him as 
a very young man, by some unknown artist. Among his 
friends, I may mention Mr, Anstis, the Garter King of Arms, 
who was member for St. Germain's and for Launceston, and 
a gentleman, it is posuble, of rather Jacobite proclivities, since 



" Memorandum of Fish put into the lower pond in the Park. 

" Ju3y 8th, 1 736. Eleven brace of line large carp, moat of them near 
two feet long, and three brace of fine tench," &c., tic. 

Roger North, Sir Thomas'B kinaman and friend, wrote " A Discourae of 
Fiah and Fiah-ponda, by a peraon of honour," which containa a kind of 
idyll of a morning passed upon the water near a gentleman's house. He 
says: "Moving upon it in boats either in a calm weather or with some 
wind that stirs the water, gives the employing somewhat of a sail after a 
romantic way, and thus encircling a house, taking the variety of wallu and 
gardens here and there, viaiting stablea and offices, seeing the horses air 
upon the bank, are pleasures to be understood by those who by experience 
are taught the vanity of greatness, and have an underatanding to consider 
the true felicities of life." The passage is like a picture by Wouvermans. 

In CuUum's History of Hawstead Sir Thomas Hanmer is mentioned as 
one of the last gentlemen in Sufiblk who amused themselves with the game 
of bowls. 

' In 1768 the old Duke of Newcastle, congratulating Lord Rockingham 
on the minority, prophetic of future success, in favour of Sir George Savile's 
Ntdhm tempus bill, writes, " It n the greateat day in the House of Com- 
mons that the minority ever had in my memory, except the famous one 
of Sir Thomas Hanmer, when the minority were 208, and the Protestant 
succession was in danger, under Queen Anne's administration. That great 
minority saved the Protestant succession, as I am persuaded this will the 
properties of many of His Majesty's subjects," &c., kc — Rockingham 
CorreipoKdtnct, vol. ii. p. 73. 
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he was included among the members inculpated by Secretary 
Stanhope, and ordered to be detained in custody, Sept. 21st, 
1715. Sir William Wyndham and Sir John Pakington were 
others of the number. Anstis was an ancestor of my friend 
and connection the Rev. Matthew Anstis. I possess in his 
handwrinng, and endorsed by the Speaker as received Ax>ni 
him, a copy of a Latin letter by Camden to John Hanmer, his 
contemporary, about surnames, particularly his own; but, 
though the great Master of Westminster wrote in Latin, his 
language is so cramped that it is neither pleasant to read nor 
to construe, and the easiest part of it, as well as the best, is a 
line of Tacitus at its conclusion. On a monument there is a 
certain convenience in Latin ; it puzzles speculative rogues 
who come into churches and registries for evil ends, like 
magpies into a cover; it veils the praises of pardal relatives ; 
and has a sort of formality which suits the record of lives 
long since separated from our own. This is the inscription 
on the monument of Sir Thomas, written by Dr. Friend, in 
his lifetime : — 

■ Honorabilis admoduoi Thomas Hanher Baronettus, 

Wilhclmi Hanmer armigeri e Percgrina Henrici North 

de Mildcnhall in Com. Sufiblciz Baronetti sorore et 

' There is a paraphraae of this in English verse, too well known, <me 
might say too fulsome, to be reprinted, usually attributed to Dr. Johnson. 
Mr. Croker thinks it is by Hawkesworth. One not unlike it is in Stanford 
Church in Worcestershire ; it commemorates Mr. Winnington the minister, 
who died in the same month and year, May, 1746, and is by Sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams. The first two verses are less pompous and much 
better than ours — 

" Near his ancestral shades here buried lies 

The grave, the gay, the witty and the wise." 

&c &c. &c. 
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hsrede Filiui, 

Johannis Hanmer de Huimer Baronetti 

Hxrcs Pstruelis, 

Andquo Gends suae et dtulo et patrimonio successit. 

Duas Uxorcs soititus est. 

Alteram Isabellam honore a patrc derirato de 

Arlington Comidssam, 

Dcinde celiusimi principis Ducis de Grafton viduam 

dotatam j 

Alteram Elizabetham Thoms Folkes de Barton in 

Com. Suff. Armigeri 

Filiam et Hxredem. 

Inter bumanitads atudia feliciter enutrittu, 

omncs liberaliuoi ardum disciplinas avide arriputt, 

quas morum luavitate haud leviter ornavit, 

Postquam excessit ex ephebis 

continuo inter populares suos fiuna eminens, 

et Comitatus sui legatus ad Parliamentum missus 

ad ardua R^ni negoda per Annoi prope triginta 

se accinxit; 

Cumque apud illos amplissimoruin virorum ordines 

soleret nihil temere effiitire, 

sed probe perpensa diserte expromere 

Orator gravis et pressus 

non minus integriuds quam eloquendz laude 

commendatuB 

Kque omnium utcunque inter se aliisque dissidendum 

aures atque animos attraxit. 

Annoque demum hdccxiii regnante Anna 

Felicissimie florendssimaKiue memoric Rc^jina 

ad Prolocutoris cathedram 

communi Senatus universi voce designatus est, 

Quod Munus 

cum nuUo tempore non difficile 

turn illo certe negodis 

et variis et lubricis et implicatis difficillimum 

cum dignitate susdnuit. 
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Honoret alios et omnia cjuz tibi in lucrum cederent 

munen sedulo detractavit, 

ut Rei totu* interviret Publicac, 

Justi Recrique Tenax 

et fide in Patrizm incorrupu notus. 

Ubi omnibus que virum dvemque bonum decent 

officii* satisfedt, 
paulatim se de publicis ConsiUis in otium reciinens, 

inter literarum amenitates, 

inter ante actae vitae haud insuaves recordationes, 

inter amicorum convictui et amplexus 

bonorifice conienult, 

et bonis omnibus quibus Charissimus vixit 

Dcsideratissimus obiit. 

By his will, 1 3th February, 1 744, Sr Thomas recites that 
on nth of April, 1733, he had made a settlement of his 
estate at Hanmer and Betdsfield, and elsewhere in Flintshire, 
and confirms it, and everything therein contained ; he also 
gives bequests to Walden Hanmer, my great-grand&ther, de- 
scribing him as his godson, and he mentions his house in 
Grosrenor Street, London, part of the succession of his 
nephew Sir William Bunbury ; he left all the pictures, books, 
plate, &c., &c., in his two houses of Hanmer and Bettisfield, 
and deer and cattle in the parks there, to go with those 
houses, and some matters as to these which were much 
wasted were subjects of bill and answer in Chancery from 
1758 to 1761, to which my grandfather Sir Thomas was 
party as a minor by his guardians, and the record may be 
quoted as evidence of the state of the family up to that 
period. 

William Hanmer of Fens, Sir Thomas's first local contem- 
porary of that house — for he died much sooner, and his 
eldest and second sons succeeded htm in the Speaker's time — 
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does not appear to have been baptized at Hanmer, as his 
brother Job was; but as he was buried there in 1724 at the 
age of fifty, which is inscribed upon his gravestone in the 
chancel of the north aisle, he must have been born in 1674,* 
and was thus three years older than the Speaker. He in- 
herited the estate of Fens on the death of his father Thomas, 
in August, 1 70 1, and his marriage must have been shortly 
afterwards, for his settlement from himself, Esthtr his wife, 
and others, to Job Hanmer as trustee, is dated 20th January, 
1701, the year beginning 25th March, according to the com- 
putation of those times. Thomas, the eldest of his ^ children 
by his wife Miss Esther Jennings of Gopsal in Lwcestershire, 
is entered in the Hanmer register as baptized November 14th, 
bom October 31st, 1702. There was in the seventeenth cen- 
tury a family named Jennings, small freeholders, on the 
northern ^de of our parish, and in Iscoyd, and some of them 
were tenants on the Fens estate; others appear to have 
migrated into the Midland counties ; and there, in the iron- 
trade of Staffordshire and at Birmingham, they accumulated 
possessions and lands, becoming at last of so much importance 
that King William III., not long before his death, was pleased 
to be godfather to one of them. This was Mr. William Jen- 
nings of Gopsal, who was born in 1701, and died at the end 
of the century in 1798, and who, as he was well known to my 
grandfather and &ther, gave them the power of saying that 
they had known a gentleman who had seen King William. It 
is to be feared that the Jennings ^mily, though thus distin- 
guished at so memorable a period, &A not adhere to good 



' Since writing thia I have found the registry of hit baptiun in Ludford 
church that year. 
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Revolution principles at all times afterwards, for I have seen 
at Gopsal some small busts of the Young Pretender, each re- 
presenting, as I was told, an amount of money advanced to 
that unfortunate Prince, when in 1745 his troops were for a 
moment not far remote at Derby. The renderer of this 
homage to the poor Revenant of our former Idngs was per- 
haps a man of a sensitive and imaginative temperament, as I 
have observed those who are careful of riches before now to 
be ; he was a patron of Handel, whose portrait was in the 
house when I last saw it, and, though he was a Nonconfn-- 
mist, his pl^n domestic chapel was redolent of its wainscoting 
of cedar, William Hanmer had three sons and. three daughters 
by this marriage, and by his daughter Susanna, and his grand- 
daughter Esther, only child of his second son William, he has 
several descendants in the House of Lords ; but the male line 
of his generation finished with hts own sons in 1773, ^' ^ 
death of Humphrey, the last of them. In the parish book, 
I2th May, 1703, is a memorandum mentioning both William 
and Sir Thomas, and referring to the bounds of Hanmer 
agunst the parish and lordship of Wem, which, as the second 
and last Lord Jeffreys, son of the unjust judge, died in that 
year, perhaps relates to an intended sale of the Shropshire 
manor from which their barony was taken ; it now belongs to 
the Duke of Cleveland. The note appears to have been 
written on our ^de by Mr. Hilton the vicar : — 

"Memorandum, May lath, 1703, that Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, Baronet, William Hanmer, Esquire, Thomas Fow- 
ler, Esquire, Richard Hilton, clerk, with several others of the 
parish of Hanmer, did meete Mr. Chetwood, steward of 
Wem, Mr. John Chambers of Wolverley, Mr. Ncwnes of 
Northwood, and several others of the parish and lordship of 
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Wem,' upon the bounds of the mossc between Hanmcr parish 
and Wem parish. And that the meares and bounds between 
both parishes on the said mosse be the causey next to Wem 
side, and a straight line between the end of the causey to two 
trees which are on Egerton's corner, and a straight line from 
the other end of the causey towards Blackhurst ford. 

"Witnesse, Richard Hilton." 

These boundaries were afterwards setded in a better 
manner, under the Inclosure Act of 1775. Meanwhile their 
more obvious relations may have been to little except snipes 
and hareSj but as a limit they divided England and Wales, 
Flintshire and Shropshire, and all the jurisdictions, arclv- 
bishoprics, bishoprics, lordships, and judicatures appropriate to 
each on that spot, and on which side of it a man stood might 
have made a diiFerence in a great many particulars. Such of 
course is the nature of all limits, and yet iew things have been 
n^lected more, especially in Welsh wilds and wastes, where 
necessity often springs up for recc^ni^ng or establishing 
them. Mr. Fowler was of the Staffordshire family, and des- 
cended from the marriage of Joan Hanmer with Bryan 
Fowler of St. Thomas,* in the sixteenth century. He built 
the large brick house near the railway, the remains of which 
make now the best farm tenement in Bettisfield. A room. 



1 AldrJch, dean of Ch. Ch., wu rector of Wem; he died 1710. See 
Luttreir* Diary. 

* Locally pronounced St. ThSroas ; it is near Ingeatre, and what is left 
of it now belongs to Lord Shrewsbury. A great part of Mr. Fowler's 
house at Bettisfield was afterwards burnt down ; it was repurchased, with 
several adjoining farms, by my grandfather and myself, from a Northamp- 
tonshire femily (Fitzgerald) who had become the owners of it. 
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said to have been a domestic chapel, is in the upper part 
of it 

The ensuing letter in lyUj from Sat Thomas Hanmer to 
William Hanmer, was in contemplation of his voyage to 
Ostend and the plains of Flanders. People now go with less 
preparation to Mount Sinai and the Red Sea; but it is a 
pleasant record of the bond between the two branches of 
our family, which never were disunited ; the stems of each 
were tall and ancient, but they grew firmly on the same 
root 

Dear Cousin, London, April 2, 1712. 

As I have taken a resoludon of going over into Flandcn with 
the Duke of Ortnond, so I am not certain when I may return, and 
therefore I leave this letter behind me to communicate to you some 
particulars, which, partly for my own satis&ction and partly for 
yours, I wish to'discharge my mind of. 

In the first place give me leave to acquaint you, that I have 
ordered Pembcrton in everything relating to my concerns, where any 
doubt or difficulty arises to him, that he should applyc himself to you 
for your opinion and advice, and I hope you will be so kind as to 
think for me, and give him directions, what you think most proper 
for him to doe, and what is the best for my interest. But this is not 
the only trouble which it is possible may fall to your share, for I con- 
sider he is old and very infirm, and how soon or suddenly he may dye 
I can't tell. That case therefore would be likely to be very incon- 
venient to me whilst I am at so great a distance unless it be some 
way provided against, and by way of precaution I must make it my 
request to you, that whenever that happens you'l please immediately 
to take possession of all his papers for me, as well as all the money 
you can lind to answer what shall then be due to me, and that for the 
carrying on my business you'l think of some honest capable man in 
the neighbourhood to recommend to me, not entrusting however any 
of my papers in his hands till you have sent me word who it is you 
propose. I have sometimes thought of Ned Deaves, if you think him 
very honest, and likely to be desirous of such an employment ; but 
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all that I say upon thii lubjcct I beg you will keep very close Co your- 
self until the circumstances shall happen. 

I should think myself very much to blame to cross the seas with- 
out settling my afiairs to my own satisfaction and in the best manner 
I can for the advantage and quiet of those that come after me ; this 
therefore I have done by a will which I executed not long since, and, 
as you are not a little concerned in it, I think it fit you should know 
tjiat I have executed two duplicates of it. Whereof I leave one in 
the hands of my Lord Hervey, the other in Sir Rc^er Mostyn's. I 
am not fond of ^ving advice in anything, much less to any one, con- 
cerning the direction and disposal of their own family, but you must 
pardon me for recommending one thing to you, as what I wish, and 
would be very acceptable to me, and that is, that you would think of 
pving your eldest son some better education than at a private country 
school His time of ^e now makes him capable of better instruction, 
and of strength enough to go &rther from home to find it. West- 
minster School is now in great repute, and it is governed by Dr. 
Friend, who was my tutor, and has that regard to me that I can de- 
pend upon his care of your son as much as his mother could take of 
him. What I propose therefore is, that you would send him up to 
that school, and pve him the advantages he may meet with there. I 
hope you'l find the difference of the expense not great enough to 
countervail the benefits your son* will receive and the sadslaction it 

'"'P'""'' De«Cou.oi, 

Your most affiectionate humble servant, 

Tho. Hammer. 

I beg my humble service to your Lady. 

I have no letter from William himself, but one has been 
given to me addressed to Sir Richard Grosvenor, about a 
hound ; it rather suggests the character of the writer — not a 
very liberal one, and the style savours a little of Squire 
Western, 

■ This son was Thomas Hanmer, afterwarda of Fens, married to Lady 
Catherine Perceval, and M.P. for Castle Rising. 
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DiAR Sir, Fetu, Oct jr* 6tb, 1714. 

The bcAgle you lost never returned hither. I am sorry I 
cmnnot oblige you with z couple of beagles, havetng very few old ones 
that are stanch ; the greatest part are young ones, and not so stanch 
as I usually have them. 

I have sent you a bitch called Duchess. 
Who am 

Your humble servant, 

WiuiAU Hanhbr. 
To the Hon. Sir Richard Grosvenor, Bart, 
at Eaton. 

All William Hanmer's children were born by 171 1, and 
had been baptized in the parish church, where, except the two 
daughters that were married, they also lie. He himself marks 
the place of their common sepulture by his long gravestone 
with the Jennings' arms impaled with his own upon it. The 
lion of his crest has a slight difference from our ordinary 
bearing, which I have found was granted to distinguish the 
line of Fens in Queen Elizabeth's time, by Cooke, Clarencieux 
herald : but it has not been used, so far as I know, by any 
other member of the family, and, if some one curious in such 
matters had not rubbed it up, it would have escaped my own 
attention. The births of his children were near together, from 
1702 to 1711, as we may read in the Register: 

Thomas, son of William Hanmer of the Fens, Esq., baptised 
November 14th, 1702. 

William, son of William Hanmer of the Fens, Esq., baptised 
May nth, 1704. 

Mary, daughter of William Hanmer of the Fens, Esq., baptised 
May 7th, 1707. 

Humphrey, son of William Hanmer of the Fens, Esq., baptised 
May 5th, 1 709. 
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Felicia, daughter of William Hanmer of the Fens, Esq., baptised 
August tst, 1710. 

Susanna, daughter of ^^^aIn Hanmer of the Fens, Esq., baptised 
December 4th, 171 1. 

In 1724 Thomas, the eldest of the three sons, succeeded 
his father; but for nine years he brought home no lady to the 
Fens. Then, in 1733, he married Lady Catherine Perceval, 
daughter of the first Lord E^mont, and the next year was 
elected member for Castle Rising, in the second parliament of 
King Geoi^e IL, which was not dissolved till flSth April, 
1741, being one of the only two that have ever been really 
septennial. He lived, however, scarcely through the half of 
It, for in the register it is written : " Thomas Hanmer, Esq., 
of Fens, died in New Bond Street, London, and was buried in 
his chancel here iSth April, 1737."' A new writ on his death 
was moved for on April 5th. He left no children, and his 
wife, Lady Catherine, survived him. She belonged in her 
widowhood to the court of Frederic Prince of Wales, with 
which her brother, the second Lord Egmont, was much con- 
nected. Some French verses addressed to hex and to Lady 
Falconberg and Lady Middlesex by that personage remain, 
like dull pictures on a wall, of bad original quality and much 
faded. It was the year of the battle of Fontenoy, as well as 
of the last Stuart rebellion, in 1745, and accordmg to Lord 
Orford his Royal Highness, acting the part of Paris in a mask, 
addressed the three ladies, who it is to be hoped were properly 
attired, in the following manner : * — 

^ His will, of which his brother William is sole executor, is dated 
March 3rd, 1736; the only bequest it contains is of personalty to Lady 
Catherine. His lands went by the settlement of 1733. 

* Lord Orford says, these and similar verses were after the mode of 
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" Venez, mcs chores DfeBies, 
Venez calmer mon chagrin, 
Aidez, mea belles PrmceiMs, 
A le noyer dans le vin. 

" Quand le chagrin me d^vore, 
Vite k 1b table je me mets, 
Loui des objets que j'abhorre 
Avec joie j'y trouve la pais." 
Sec. ice &c. 

With these preliminary strains the rest of the lay of the 
illustrious nunstrel may be passed over, 

I suppose it was to festivals of this description that the 
temple on Monkey Island in the Thames, near Bray> with its 
ceiling and frescoes, well known to Eton boys of my genera- 
tion, was once dedicated. I wish we had some portrait of this 
Thomas Hanmer.^ I have a Grotius given to him by the 
well-known Jacobite intriguer, the Abbe Gaultier, who appears 
to have insinuated himself into the family for a while as a 
French tutor. 

Then nine years before the death of the Speaker, who 
lamented the loss of the elder brother, William (the second) 

the Regent Duke of Orleans. There was another fashion set by that Duke, 
mentioned somewhere in St. -Simon, which 1 myself remember, of the 
master of the house himself or one of his children making salads for 

^ There may have been one, but if so it is lost. He must have had 
some taste for painting and drawing, for I have seen at Dresden, in the 
Royal Gallery, two or three pencil drawings by Gnercino, whidi were 
marked as coming " E pinaco^ca Tbomte Hanmer AmUgeri," and for 
some reason which I forget, but possibly for some date, they seem to have 
belonged to him. I have a portrait of Lady Catherine, and of her mother. 
Lady Egmont. The latter seems to have been a good-looking woman. 
Lady Catherine was aunt to Mr. Spencer Perceval, the minister. 
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came, under the settlement of 1 733, into the inheritance of 
Fens, and, like his father^ he went to Gopsal for a wife, and 
married his cousin on the mother's side. Miss Elizabeth Jen- 
nings. This was in August, 1737. On the aand of that 
month he thus announced his marriage to Job Hatuner> hts 
uncle, a bencher of Lincoln's Inn : — 

Honored Sir, 

I am now to acquaint you of mj own marriage with my 
Cousin of this House, which was accomplished last Wednesday ; 
having obtained my Uncle's consent soon after I came into this 
country. The fortune he has ^ven her at present is ten thousand 
pounds. Her good qualities, bmily, and fortune will I am sure re- 
commend her to all due esteem and love from all my relations, and 
I may say without vanity that no one deserves them better. This I 
have long wished, but could not hope for till lately. I desire you will 
please to acquaint my aunt Cornwall and such of our relations as you 
converse and correspond with to whom I am not so well known. I 
hope this will find yourself and my aunt and cousins all in good 
health, to whom my bride and all relations here and at Cadeby join 
with me in compliments. 

And am, Honored Sir, 

Your dutyfull nephew, 

W, Hanmer. 
Gopsal near Atherstone, by Coventry Bag. 
To Job Hanmer, Esq., at Simpson near Fenney 
Stratford in Bucks. 

William Hanmer pulled down the ancient hall of Fens, for 
which however I, who did the like at Hanmer, am scarcely 
entitled to find fault with him, nor do I know that I regret his 
declining to settle and build anew at Bcttislield, though I find 
in a letter of Mr. Chaloner, the steward, that it was greatly to 
the offence of Sir Thomas, who wished him to do so, and 
ol&red to give it up for that purpose. He would certainly 
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have obliterated all its antiquity. The badness of the water 
at Fens Hall is said to have been the reason why he left it, 
and took up his abode in Iscoyd upon some land he bought 
and thus out of settlement, where he built the house now be- 
longing to Mr. Godsal, which overlooks one of the few re- 
maning commons of this district. There was fine timber at 
Fens as well as elsewhere in our oak-bearing county, but the 
place was always liable as a residence to the objection of being 
nearly on the outside of the property, the dingle which parts 
Flintshire from Shropshire, and gives way to the Redbrook, 
being but a little to the east of it. The commons also of our 
parish were not at that rime inclosed, and, pleasant as the ex- 
panse of the Fens moss is now, particularly in autumn, skirted 
with good homesteads and fine fields and plantations, rife with 
bees about the clover, and purple with the heather bloom, I 
can just imagine that in the last century it may have worn an 
eerie look : there was neither clock nor bell-tower to give 
warning to a wayfarer in the dark as he approached the 
wastes of Bronington. Even in modern days Bronington 
was but a wild township, and there was a family that robbed 
the country, and lived among the young Scotch firs, where 
they hid their plunder on the moss borders. They had all the 
addition of " Red " to their names, and I remember two of 
them i one, who would have been called Yorwerth Goch in 
old time, but in ours Red Ned,' for a housebreaking done by 

' Yorwerth Goch was the name of a Prince of Powia, and ennoblea its 
equivalent Red Ned j and generally ill names are varnished by another lan- 
guage, as coarse pebbles are smoothed and brightened by' running water, 
" Malocello " or " Maloisel " are pretty well to hear or to read, and yet I 
do not doubt that the Genoese who bore them was a very evil sea-bird. 
Vich Jan Vohr, so associated with the romance of "Waverley," beiitg 
rendered into English it Big Johnson, and nothing more. 
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a person who changed clothes with him, and not by himself, 
came unfortunately within the grasp of the kw at Shrewsbury, 
The improrements which have changed the aspect of the land 
for us were, I believe, begun by this last William Hanmer. I 
doubt if any local maps existed before his time, but he left a 
fine survey of the Fens estate, made in 1740 by John Grundy, 
of Spalding, in Lincolnshire. Inheriting Hamner and Bettis- 
field so shordy afterwards in 1746 from his kinsman Sir 
Thomas, it seems strange that he did not continue it, if indeed 
he did not, over that portion of the property ; but many mwp^ 
were destroyed by an unjust steward we had about 1830. In 
the time of this William there was a glass-work near the Fens, 
on a place marked as The Glass Field in the map of 1744, 
and it is still strewed with brown vitreous Iragments. A 
hrvcKT said to me this spring he had ploughed under and 
harrowed and carted away many loads of them. This, per- 
haps, was an undertaking suggested to the owners of Fens 
by the commercial genius of their connections the Jennings 
&mi1y ; and, though it does not seem to have succeeded, it 
deserves remembrance as an attempt to utilize materials to be 
found upon the spot. Sand there is in plenty fit for coarse 
glass, but the fiulure must have been due to the want of tena- 
city of peat, which cannot stand a blast as fuel. 

After May, 1746, when Bettisfield came to William 
Hanmer, his mother and his sisters in a short time removed 
there. This is evident by the marriage registry of the second 
of them — ^"January 22nd, 1747. The Reverend Staunton 
Degge, Esq., of Almondbury, in the county of Glocester,and 
Mrs. Felicia Hanmer, of Bettisfield, were married by licence." 
We may sometimes hear a clergyman of landed property de- 
signated as a " black squire," but I do not call to mind any 
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Other instance of the two descriptions bung coupled in a legal 
or perhaps, rather, lawful document. Further on, the eldest 
nster, " Mrs. Mary Hanmer, of Bettis6eld," is entered as 
"buried October 2nd, 1754;" and later still their mother, 
"Mrs. Hanmer, of Bettisfield (originally Esther Jennings), 
died ist, and was buried 8th of June, 1 770." Susanna, her 
youngest daughter, who became the wife of Mr. Lygon of 
Madresfield, in Worcestershire, was not married at Hanmer. 
At the request of her descendant, the late Lord Beauchamp, 
who was assdled by some false claim, after the manner of 
modem days, I made many inquiries where she was married 
without result, but as she was bom in 171 1 it was perhaps 
before the rest of them came to Bettisfield. The large field 
called The Bervill, near the entrance of Fens Lane, is still 
marked as the place where William Hanmer's horses were 
exercised; he died of a fall from one' of them, and it is en- 
tered in the Hanmer Register, " 1754, William Hanmer, 
Esq., of Iscoyd, late of Fens, burled March isth." He was 
then exactly of the age of fifty, as his father was at his death, 
and was succeeded by his brother Humphrey : his daughter 
Elsther, Mrs. Curzon, however, duly inherited all his pur- 
chased lands, and they were considerable. Her line also, now 
represented by Lord Howe, succeeded in time to Gopsal and 
other property of Mr. Jennings, A green mound shows now 
the site of the hall of Fens; close by are some farm-buildings, 
much added to by myself, but originally of William Hanmer's 
hand; and I must speak with respect of the bricks in them, as 
much better than such as are now usually made. In the mound 



' Coming home fTom the Cycle Club: this originally was a Jacobiie 
meeting, instituted June lOth, 1710. It* emblem was a white roae. 
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was discovered an ancient ctWzr, with many bottles, as far as 
I can judge, of King Charles the Second's time — but the wine 
had turned to dust in its long solitude. 

Humphrey Hanmer is present to us in his portrait by 
Hudson, which was given to my father by his widow when 
she left Hanmer to take up her abode in London, at the be- 
ginning of this century. It remained, however, until I 
transferred it to Bettisfield, at Hanmer Hall. He, as has been 
already said, was the third and last son of William Hanmer of 
the Fens and his wife Esther Jennings, and was baptized in 
Queen Anne's time. May 5th, 1709. In 1754 he succeeded 
his brother William as tenant for life, ahd then, unmarried, 
under the settlement of 1733 ; and he did a notable work, if 
he had not marred it afterwards by leaving the house in join- 
ture (as he had the power to do), by rebuilding Hanmer 
Hall.' He left it, however, unfinished, a square block of 
brickwork, with a court-yard in front, which gave a stately 
look to what otherwise had little to recommend it: he had re- 
tuned Sir John's doorway, with the date over it of 1662. 
The lower boat-house on Hanmer Mere^ now much in need 
of repair, was built by him, and I have heard often in former 
days of the fishing parties he held in it He had a fisherman 
named Hewitt, of a family which was otherwise in his employ- 
ment, and a grandson of this man, who had served in a 



' Since the notei relating to the Civil War were printed, I h&ve found 
that while Hanmer Hall was in the hands of the Parliamentary forces it 
was garrisoned by some renegade Irish ; this is in a letter to her husband 
from Mrs. Luke Lloyd of the Bryn, 3rd February, 1643. " This weeke 
there are garrisons put in Fens hall and Bettisfield, and we expect more 
finr Hanmer ; they are of those men that cune from Ireland that turned 
when they were taken prisoners at The Wych." 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



196 A MEMORIAL OF THE 

dragoon regiment, and remved some wound in the head, be- 
came an extracmilnary tramp and wanderer over Engltnd. 
He was very nearly silent — few persons ever heard htm utter 
a syllable ; and, though he would receive alms, he never asked 
them. He knew mc perfectly well, and would stand and gaze 
wistfully at me when I have met him in the high roads at 
various times h.r away from Hanmer, Humphrey Hanmer 
in 1766, being then described as Bachelor in the Register of 
St. George's, Hanover Square, married a lady who long sur- 
vived him, and was known then by the name of a second 
husband as Mrs. Catherine Hanmer Watson; she held in 
jointure die house which her first husband had rebuilt. I welt 
remember bang taken to see her at her house in London, and 
her personal appearance at that time, and her death, which 
happened in January, 1823. She* was buried in our parish 
church, where Humphrey had been brought in 1773, fiity 
years previously. He died in London, leaving no issue, and 
a story was only lately repeated to me in the village here, how 
the bells at Stratford, in Bucldnghamshire, were ringing for 
the succession of his cousin Walden, whose house of Sympson 
was near that place, as his funeral passed by on the way hither. 
He was very unwiUing to leave Hanmer for London that 
spring, and an old man, who had been a boy in the garden 
there, told me mcwe than once how his carriage and equipages 
went round and round the ring in die court-yard, but Hum- 
phrey would not come out for near an hour from the house, 
and walked up and down the hall, whistling with his hands in 
his pockets. He was not then, as I suppose, like Cymon in 



1 By « will dated a> far bade as 1808, alie left all her estate, real and 
persMial, to bcr A-iend Miss Edgeworth. 
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Dryden, who " whistled as he went for want of thought," but 
foresaw he should not return, and that his rural rdgn of nine- 
teen years, not a short one for the youngest brother of a 
&mily, was coming to its close. 

In his time, and until my grandfather Sir Thomas suc- 
ceeded to the possession of Hanmer Hall at the death of Mrs. 
Watson, in 1823, there was no water there, except what was 
saved from the rain, as in the houses at Venice; but twice a 
day supplies were brought fit>m below the village in a barrel 
from St Chad's Well. Croxton Pool was nearer, and would 
have made a better reservoir, but till lately it did not belong 
to the estate, and now nothing drinks of it but the cottagers' 
cows upon the banks, and water lilies ' and wild birds.* Our 



' The water-)ily g^ows luxuriantly with ua, and ahould be mentioned 
amongst antiquities, since it is associated in the lore of aome of the earlieat 
races with the beginning of things. Its broad green leaves and beautiful 
bloasoniB cover every summer many acres of Hanmer Mere ; underneath 
them glide targe carp, turned in, I have no doubt, by several generations, 
but which I have heard attributed to Squire Humphrey when I have 
occaaionally caught one. They certainly are not such as Ben Jooaon 
descrSwd at Penshurat — 

" Fat aged carps that run into the net," 

for they are very difficult to bring to land, and ovre much of their long 
lives to the craft with which they lie quiet at the bottom, and let the neta 
run over them. 

* Wild birds come into all our waters in windy weather, and there are 
some sea-gulls hovering now over the mere, driven in by the gale which I 
(elt yesterday, as it sent the fierce breakers over the harbour wall at Holy- 
bead. A letter of thia post mentions aome at a place in Kent, which I 
suppose were brought by the same weather from the Medway. Our 
white-winged viaitora, however, are not from farther 'off than the Dee 
Estuary, and perhaps were swimming not long aince above the colliery, 
which now, u the course of reopening afler many years, bears the name 
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predecessors of the last century had not arrived^ if we hare, 
at sanitsiy principles, and they had for|[otten the old religions 
of the flowing streams and the bubbling springs. When riiey 
lived in palaces, or now and then in country houses favour- 
able for the purpose, they pleased themselves with fountains in 
the gardens, or else they looked out of windows at some brook 
formalized into a canal. Their floors shone with bees* wax, 
and their clothes were blue and brilliant as a kingfisher; but, 
as he skimmed along the river sides, tt is to be feared that he 
dipped his plumage oftener after his fashion than some of the 
persons by whom his flights may have been beheld. If 
Humphrey Hanmer had had any children of his marriage, 
they would, through his mother, Esther Jennings, have been 
entitled to some partition of the personal estate of the rich 
Mr. Jennings, who died some twenty-five years after him in 
1^98, hence descent of false claimants through him is adver- 
tised in shop-windows in London, and I hear of it sometimes. 
The pretence would have shut out my great-grandfether from 
the estates of Hanmer in 1773, could it have been truly 
made, and for a son ; but it was not imagined till of late, 
among the myths of Jennings. There is no monument 
to Humphrey, nor to either of his brothers, but there is 
one to Mrs. Elizabeth Hanmer of Iscnyd, widow of his 



of Bettisfleld at Bagilt Some time ago I saw some cormorants swoop 
down into the fishing draughts at Hanmer, and each, in less than a minute, 
provided himself with an eel and flew away rejoicing. In 1853 ^^ eagle 
was shot near the park pool, and he had eaten a good part of a Welsh 
sheep before he went to rest on an oak-tree that was fatal to him. Of 
late, swans living a life as wild as those on the Trent have settled here of 
their own free will, and rear broods of cygnets in summer, which they 
drive away next spring like any. human kind. 
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brother William j her life began with the centiiry, four years 
earlio' than her husband's, to whom she was married at the 
mature age of thirty-seven, and she died in 1777, aged 
seventy-seven. It is said to be erected by her children, which, 
to be correct] must have included grandchildren, of whom she 
had some; but Esther Curzon her daughter was her only 
child, and she had been long dead at that time, and buried 
at Pen in Buckinghamshire. Mr., afterwards Viscount, Cur- 
zon, her husband, had also married a second wife, Miss 
Dorothy Grosvenor, as fax back as 1766. One of the grand- 
children of Elizabeth, Esther, Lady Bromley, lived to apply 
to me for leave to replace this tablet with sometlung better, 
but this was not: done ; and I think there is a reasonable 
objecdon against meddling with monuments of a former 
generation, though there may be obvious mistakes in them, 
even to please a relation, amiable for the memories of her 
cluldhood, in her old age. A lozenge of arms upon it 
is bad heraldry ; three lions passant are given for Hanmer, 
while the bearing of Mrs. Elizabeth, though her descendants 
the Curzon family were so much indebted to her, and the 
Jennings's weights and chevron in her case were attended by 
the broad lands and roof-tree of Gopsal, is not shown at all. 
The whole seems to have been the result of some careless 
commission to a lapidary, when but little intercourse was kept 
up here by those concerned in it, and their cousin Sir Walden 
had long succeeded to the main inheritance. Job Hanmer, 
fether of the latter, who in i677,while Charles the Second yet 
was King, received " nelP anltco nostra hattistero" a name of 
his maternal kindred, never lived to succeed, but died in 1 73 8, 
and was burted March 9th at Sympson, having varied his pro- 
fes^on of the bar by rural pursuits on the small estate which he 
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obtained with his wife there.' It is a kind of life which has re- 
ceived many illustrations, particularly of late in America ;* but 
our forefather did not ail«ct the number of them, and I sup- 
pose his days passed by as tranquilly as the river Ouse, which 



' The Walden family was before then lettled in Huntingdonshire. In 
Camden's Visitation it is brought down to Lionel, aged ei^teen in 1613. 
Tlie Duke of Manchester's book about Kimbolton mentions him as a local 
opponent of Oliver Cromwell. Pepys also writes him down as going U 
drink Lambeth ale with himself and others, June 10th, 1661 : he calls him 
Parliament man for Huntingdon. His portrait is here. 

In the Sympson register of burials, though I understand the entry, 
with sercral of the others, is cut out. Job Hanmer was described, according 
to an old copy, which I have, as " lord of the manor, and justice of the 
peace.'' The latter dignity comes in a grand climax in an old Welsh song 
addressed to Sir Roger Kynaston of Hordley, a famous Yorkist soldier of 
the York and Lancaster wars, and father of Margaret Hanmer, whom I 
have mentioned. The bard was Gutto y Glyn, and he says of Sir Roger 
in one of his couplets, — 

" Soon an Earl we shall have him at a bound, 
We shall have a Justice of the Kynaatons." 
This seems as if some magistracy was attached to earldmn. 

There is a line in this poem which I do not understand, mentioning 
some game, perhaps metaphorically, upon " the throw board of the black 
men of Talbot." The phrase may have been derived from Blackmere, or 
may relate to colour of accoutrements or armour, but it is a descriptive 
term worth preserving, as it concerns that great family. 

* Ausonius appears to have found persons uniting legal and agricul- 
tural pursuits about the Roman fields and boroughs of the Moselle. 

" Memorabo quietos 
Agricolas, legumque catos, fandique potentes, 
PTsesidium sublime reis, quos Curia summos 
Municipum vidit proceres, propriumque Senatum." 

MottUa, 399. 
This consular poet, in his verses called Parentalia, is among the au- 
thorities for &mily history, whidi, however, he says is as <AA as Numa. 
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he beheld from his house upon its margin. His name and 
connections, and probably also a gentle and genial character 
commemorated in his epitaph, placed him among jurists more 
distinguished than himself as a bencher of Lincoln's Inn ; but 
if he thus came to the foot of the scala santa of the law, he 
never ascended it, and the principal event of his time which 
concerns us in Hanmer parish is the birth in 1717 of his son 
Walden. He, who became the first of our line as representa- 
tives of the family at Hanmer, was baptized in London, in the 
church of St Clement Danes, while his parents still lived in 
the legal atmosphere of Carey Street, Lincoln's Inn, and in the 
course of hb life, like his ^ther Job, and afterwards his son 
Sir Thomas, he became a bencher of that society.* 

The birthplace of his wife. Miss Anne Graham, of Hol- 
brook in Suflblk, brought him into connection with the 
neighbouring borough of Sudbury; and, as he was twice 
seated for it on petition, I hope he may have been more legi- 
timately its representative than some others whom we recol- 
lect in later times. I have by me the printed Parliamentary 
Paper of the speech to the King of Sir Fletcher Norton, the 
Speaker, in 1777, with Sir Walden's manuscript notes show- 
ing the verbal additions when it was printed, but made at 
first without such qualifications, on presenting to his Majesty 
the bill " for the better Support of his Majesty's Household, 
and of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of Great 
Britain ; " it is noted, " this speech gave great offence ; " 



* "Job Hanmer was called to the Bench 23Td January, 1729. Sir 
Walden, his ton, 7th June, 1758, and Sir Thomas, 25th June, 1817." — 
Black Book, New. 1 1, 13, and 30, Lincoln's Inn Library. These entries are 
by a decision crf'the Houk of Lords good evidence of pedigree. 
D O 
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and Sir Fletcher had to pay for it, being afterwards sapcrseded 
by our relation Mr. Cornwall. Sir Walden was also member 
for Sudbury in 1773, when, on the death of his cousin 
Humphrey, he succeeded to him at Hanmer and elsewhere ; 
and the next year the baronetize, which, from the reign of 
King James I. to the middle of the time of King George II. 
had attended the houses of Bettisfield and Hanmer, was re- 
newed to him and his heirs, Lord North being miruster. 

Locally we are much indebted to him for the Hanmer 
Inclosure Act, passed at his instance in 1775. A more effec- 
tual contribution to law and order here could not have been 
made ; and, though now the British public is apt to complain 
if the wild grounds which it would dispute like any William 
Rufiis with the commonly reputed owners are diminished by 
the Parliamentary agrimensor, the redemption of wastes — and 
ours were simply wastes, such as the freeholders granted at first 
in Hanmer to Thomas de Macclesfield' — will always hold a 
high place among works of the last half of the eighteenth and 
the banning of the nineteenth century. Every man's right 
was provided for ; but a kind of no-man's-land called Threap- 
wood at the northern end of our parish on the other side of 
the Sam Bridge was not reached by this inclosure. I find 
among my papers the follomng letters about it, dated in 175J1 
between Mr. Warburton, at that time, I believe, member for 
Chester, and Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, who, through his 
relative Mr. Yorke, of Erddig, near Wrexham, had some 
knowledge of this country. 



' I fluppOBe from the tenor of this ^ant, that it is earlier than the 
statute "Quia Emptores," a.d. 1S90, 18 Edw. f., and may carry back the 
beginning of Thomas de Macclesfield's time beyond that period. 
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Copy of Mr. Warbukton's Lsttbr tt Lord CbanctUw Hard- 

WICKR. 

My Lord, Chester, Aug. 4, 1753. 

It is by your permisiion that I trouble you with the present 
state of a place called Threap Wood or Common, lying between the 
counties of Chester and Flint, reputed to be in no county, parish, 
town, or hamlet It contains about three hundred acres, the greatest 
part of which is waste land, but very improveablcj the rest is cover'd 
with seven and twenty cottages and small inclosures, and the inhabi- 
tants of these cott;^es were about two months ago numbered at one 
hundred and fifty- It is mostly encompassed by the parish of Wor- 
thenbury in Maclor hundred, in the county of Flint On the 
Cheshire side is the parish of Malpas. I find this place mention'd in 
the Acts of Parliament for pressing soldiers in Queen Ann's reign ; 
certain persons being there assembled to avoid being pressed for sol- 
dierSf when Z' Joseph Jekyll, then Chief Justice of Chester, obtain 'd 
a clause. That the Commissioners for executing those Acts in the 
county of Cheater might hare the like power in Threapwood. And, 
as I was apprehensive that the same inconvenience might again 
happen, the like clause was obtained on my motion in the House of 
Commons in a Press Act which passed in the last Parliament I do 
not find this place mentioned in any other Act of Parliament, law 
book, or case whatsoever, as the cotuges and inclosures in this place 
cannot be assessed to the land tax in any county, neither do the in- 
habitants pay any rate or tax whatsoever, except the alesellers, who, 
by the assistance of the Flintshire gentlemen, were brought under 
the duty of beer and ale, and have paid that duty now about twenty 
years. The right of common for cattle upon the waste lands of this 
place has been constantly and immcoiorially used by the inhabitants 
of the several adjoyning townships that lye in the countys of Chester 
and Flint. As neither the sherrifis of Chester nor Flint were ever 
known to exercise their office in this place, so no offence criminal or 
capital committed in this place can be tryed in either of those coun- 
ties, or anywhere else as I apprehend.' The same inconvenience lies 

' nireapwood was commonly called The Holy Land, en account of 
these peculiar advantages, much as the word "blessed" is used in the 
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as to the j urisdiction of justices of the peace. And as there is no county 
in which »ny ejectment can be brought, where can the right, if there 
be any, to the cottages and indosures exist but in the present occu- 
pants i 1 have heard that in former reigns, particularly in King Wil- 
liam's time, applications have been nude to the Great Seal by private 
persons for grants of this place, no doubt with a view to inclose the 
whole and render it private property. But if ever there were such 
grants it is most certain they never were submitted to, and in all 
probability never will, by the inhabitants of the several townships 
mentioned abovcd, who have time out of mind exercised their right 
of common for cattle upon this place. 

It is, my Lord, because of the obstruction to publicic justice, and 
that some effectual way may be found out to have the laws put in 
execution in this place, and that the peace may be kept and good order 
obscrv'd in Threapwood, as in other parts of bis Majesties dominions, 
that reasons arc found for submitting these facts to your Lordship's 
consideration by 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

P. H. Warburton. 

Sir, Fowis House, Aug* 21", 1753. 

I should not have delay'd so long to acknowledge the fovour 
of your Icttcrof the 4*^ instant, if my constant occupations during the 
continuance of my Seals had not prevented me. I am extremely 
obliged to you for the particular account which you give me of this 
extraordinary place called Threapwood^ the name whereof I have never 
heard before. But your mention of my old friend Sir Joseph Jekyll 
having first caus'd it to be inserted in the Acts for pressing of soldiers 
in Queen Anne's War brought to my mind that I had heard him 



Douay Bible, lit name really comes, not from the derivation attributed 
to it by the Lord Chancellor in his reply, but from the Saxon word " Ibrep," 
a ford. For instance, 1 observe in the Saxon Chronicle the name of Ayles- 
ford is written ^glesthrep. The stream thus at first passed over is called, 
when it has its right name, which is not always, the river Elf. Hie word 
trip, which in French is Irtptr, and in Spanish trepar, comes from the 
same root as U»rtp. 
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Speak of a si>ot of ground in the counCrey called Debatable Land. 
Whether this be the same I can't tell; but I find that Skinner in His 
EtyTTwlogicBn Lingua AngUcana translates the word Threap or Threapen 
by the Latin word Rtdarguere^ which imports in tome degree the 
sense of Debate. The nature of the case speaks strongly that such a 
place must be the seat of much disorder and irregularity, and the 
asylum of many disorderly persons, to the interruption of justice, of 
which it is surprizing that one has not heard more complaints. It 
is very laudable in you to have turn'd your thoughts to the redress 
of such an inconvenience, and I shall be very ready to cooperate in 
any proper measures for that purpose, to the advancement of the 
public service, and the satisfaction of the gentlemen of the countrey. 
I observe that, in the clause which you procur'd to be inserted in the 
Act 18" Geo, 2*". this district is describ'd as lying within or near the 
counties ef Chester and Flint or one of them, which induces me to con- 
jecture that it may be claim'd by both counties. I never heard of any 
application for a grant of this ground, nor do I believe that any such 
grant ever pass'd. But, if any such application ever was made, it 
must have been thro' the Treasury, for the Great Seal could have 
nothing to do with it, except in the last stage by sealing Letters 
Patent. 

As we are now at so great a distance, I have desir*d Mr. Noel, 
your Chief Justice, to ukean opportunity of conferring with you on 
this subject, to which I presum'd you would have no objection, as 
the affair concerns the public service. 

I am, with much respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Hardwickb. 

Sir Walden sat for his portrait to Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
and the picture is in good condition in this house. His wife,* 

' Her &ther, Mr. Henry Vere Graham, appears fa> have been, by some 
line or other, of the Montrose cadets; so 1 interpret an application to Sir 
Thomas, which I have found, to subscribe to a History of the Dnimmond* 
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who died before him in 1778, and with whom five years 
afterwards, Oct. 27, 1783, he was himself buried at SympT 
son,' was by her mother descended from the Warno" family, 
one of whom. Sir John, made, in the time of King Charles II., 
so unfortunate an appearance in our annals. Holbrook, 
which was a Warner house, ultimately passed to Job, Sir 
Walden's second son. The eldest, afterwards Sir Thomas, 
my grandfather, was born there April 5th, 1747, and baptized 
April 1 2th in the church of Little Waldingfield. My grand- 
hthcT succeeded his ^ther here in 1783, having previously, 
3rd December, 1779, married at Salfbrd, in Lancashire, Miss 
Margaret Kenyon of Peel in that county, niece of the Lord 
Chief Justice.* With her he passed a long life, his ending in 
1828, hers in 1830, almost continually at Bettisfietd; very 
much, in their time, to the advantage of Hanmer parish. ^ 
Thomas was an acdve cultivator of waste lands, and built and 
planted much, and made many roads about his property, I 
remember him in his old age, a man at that time of formal 
habits and manners, very much addicted to telling old Eton 
stories to me, an Eton boy ; ' but otherwise having as little 
relation with the world outside his park gates as any one I 

u a deicendaat of that family. I cannot rerify any connection with them, 
but they intermarried with the Grahams of Montrote. Sir Waldeo and 
hii wife were married at Fordham, in Cambridgeshire. 
> Sir Walden's will was proved 15th Nor. 1783. 

* I have heard her aay that the year they came to live here, in 1783, 
the oata were ungathered and out upon the ground the week before 
Chriatmas. 

* Among other things he said that in his schoolboy time, which was in 
the last years of George II. and the beginning of George III., old Jacobite 
serving men and runners used to haunt about Eton, and try to gel ac- 
quainted with the boys, very likely even then by some secret order, and 
he showed me where one of them used to stand, near Bamapool Bridge. 
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ever saw. The library and drawing-room which he added to 
Bettisfield are light and graceful rooms, but few people ever 
saw them. He lived in them by himself in a kind of ideal 
world, while all things were changing around him. 

He is one among the numerous figures in the picture of 
the Sheep-shearing at Woburn Abbey, and in some of his 
cabinets are fine specimens of wool which he grew here; but 
the dairy husbandry suits best our system of small farms, whose 
occupiers would not know what to do with sheep, unless they 
took to milking them, as we see occasionally painted on foreign 
tea-cups. There is another portrait of my grandfather by 
Gainsborough,* but I am sorry to say it only shows how un- 
equal a great artist may be. A good picture by Gainsborough 
of a Cottage Girl was painted for Job Hanmer of Holbrook, 
but I do not know what became of it. In an almanac of 
181 1, there is a note by Sir Thomas about a nightingale 
nnging in Betdsfield garden between nine and ten in the 
evening of April 27th — np«f HyytXot IfJUfifutot dnim — but so 
far north as this an unusual herald of spring. 

I have arrived at a space in our history when there are no 
longer any antiquities to elucidate, and when such correspon- 
dence as I can find would scarcely interest any one. Here, for 
instance, are two letters from the President of the Royal 
Society, on the article of cranberries, &c. : — 

Spring Gardens, June 17th. 
My dear Sir Thomas, 

As I am an unsuccessful cultivator of the English cranberry 
X shall be thankful to you for the name of the person you mentioned, 

' There is also a picture of Margaret Lady Hanmer by Gaiuborougfa, 
altered — not to its advantage, as 1 am told by those who remember it in 
its first condition — by Sir Martin Shee. 
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and who is so fortunate as to gather from three yards square enough 
for the use of the family : possibly some of the members of the 
Horticultural Society may live within reach of the garden where this 
good work is performed, and I may be able through their means to 
obtain some instructions. What I most want to know is, whether 
the white mots, which is almost always found with the cranber- 
ries, was transplanted with them, or whether they grow upon the 
bare soil. 

Believe me, my dear Sir Thomas, 

Your very faithful Servant, 

Joseph Banks. 



Soho Square, Nov. 2i, 1814. 
My dear Sir Thomas, 

Many thanks for your liberal present of cranberries, which are 
the finest I ever saw, all of them well ripened. We have had many 
adventures since we had the pleasure of seeing you, have been twice 
overturned without damage, and have lived two months in Lincoln- 
shire without bringing away an ague. Our crops of corn were bad, 
the sample when threshed still more so, and the price worst of all. I 
trust you arc more prosperous than we are. I have seen charming 
wheat from Devonshire, where no blight appeared, and have heard 
that no blight was ielt at Carlisle. I trust that Hanmershire is 
exempt. 

Adieu, my dear Sir Thomas, 

Your very &ithful servant, 

J. Banks. 



There is a white mulberry tree in the garden here which 
was planted by Sir Joseph Banks, and he amused himself once, 
upon a visit, by making a still existing ice-house. 

A letter from Lord Kenyon, the Chief Justice, answers 
one of friendly congratulation on his appointment to that 
great post and dignity. It is dated from the Rolls House ; 
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he was Master of the RoUs before he went to the Court of 
King's Benchj and was thus^ as the new Judicature Act requires 
judges to be, versed equally in law and equity. 

My dbak Sir, 

I am much obliged to you for all your acts of friendship to me 
and my taniily, particularly for your late kind congratulations and 
good wishes. The situations in which I have been recently placed by 
His Majesty's great goodness have some things very Mattering about 
them, but I am not without a considerable degree of apprehension 
when I contemplate the arduousncss of my office. I look with some- 
thing approaching alarm at my business in Westminster Hall for the 
next three weeks, and pant for the beginning of August, which I hope 
may bring us safely to the neighbourhood of our dearest friends at 
Bettisheld Park. Lady Kenyon joins me in every goud wish for the 
happiness of yourself, our niece, and your family. 

Your affecdonate friend and servant. 

Rolls, I2th June, 1788. Kenyon. 

The following also, sent apparently from the circuit, 
though like any ordinary letter we read at breakiast, gave rise 
DO doubt in its day to friendly thoughts of the writer, and 
may contribute to the same end still ; it is at least as good to 
print as one from Mr. Pennant to Sir Roger Mostyn in the 
last edition of Mr. Pennant's Tour in Wales : 

Bury St Edmund's, 

August 14th, 1791. 
My DiAR Sir Thomas, 

I have this day received the inclosed letter ; I hope what is 
asserted in it is true. I beg you will keep it, as it may be necessary 
to refer to when I return to town. We are going this day after church 
to dine with Sir Charles Bunburyat Barton. I hear your brother Job 
hat been exceedingly ill. My love and best wishes to Lady Hanmer 
and the young ones. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Kenyon. 
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The writer of these letters, and of one or two others yet 
remaining in the drawers (in one he says, on account of 
militia business he ts very sick of the office of Lord lieutenant 
of Flintshire), was certainly a great honour to our parish, 
where he was born in 1732; he should be commemorated at 
greater length than I can afford him. Criticised for some 
personal peculiarities in his time, his reputation has survived 
his critics, and he is recognised in the first rank of great 
English lawyers. In face of this all the gibes against him of 
the Rolliad, and the like, are like salt that has lost its savour. 
He was called a Ic^ monk in a debate by a gambler of 
Brookes's Club, and it is said there were points of view in 
which he might have been thought like one ; but, out of the 
seclusion that made him the great legist that he was, he 
showed himself a benevolent man, communicative of good, 
and all the while he was Chief Justice he would readily and 
freely decide differences between his neighbours, and was 
pleased if he could prevent any one from going to law. 
There is now only one old former who can remember him; he 
considers him to have been, as Addison says of the Spectator, 
a very silent man. I can remember an ^ed lady, youi^er 
sister of his wife ; she told me she saw some troops of the 
Pretender in 1745 eating oat-cakes in the courtyard at Peel, 
her father's house. The Chief Justice had, as I have heard, a 
habit very bad for a judge, or indeed for any one else, of riding 
restive or not well-broken horses when he came for the vaca- 
tions to Gredington. Lord Kenyon had ridden the circuit, and 
seen the path which lies forward over a horsp's head, to men 
of visionary minds, but I never heard that he met the fate of 
Geoffrey Gambado. He might, however, have been actually 
sketched by the artist of those caricatures, for Mr. Bunbury 
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was occasionally a visitor in this neighbourhood ; the loss of a 
great number of his drawings was to be r^retted after the 
fire at Wynnstay. 

The description of a day spent as my grandfather's were 
upon his lands, or even of some incident or pursuit^ might 
easily be wrought into an idyll; butwhen the hours are gone, 
and no external memory of diem remwns, it is scarcely fair 
to raise up an ideal representation, however the practice 
may be warranted by the example of some modern writers. 
Let us look ourselves on what we may, if it be no more than 
upon the rain or sunshine of these autumn days. Meanwhile, 
it may be mentioned that Sir Thomas and his neighbours 
were not slow to get on horseback in the great rising of the 
country to meet the menaced invasions of the French Republic 
and Napoleon, and my ^ther, his eldest son, who was bom in 
1781, was placed as Lieutenant-Colonel at the head of the 
Flintshire militia, and commanded it in the positions of the 
south coast under Sir John Moore, which, though with a good 
defence of salt-water between them, were in face and sight of 
the enemy. He had a sword given htm in token of friendship 
and approbation by that distinguished general. The follomng 
is a New- Year's message of those days. 

From Mr. Davibs rfBrtughtm to Sir Thomas Hanmbr. 

Broughton, Jan, i«t, 1797. 
Dbar Sir, 

We unite in wishing you and yours many happy years. 
My father ha* sent bis old servant Job about an hour ago to 
Chester, We received this morning (and have transmitted to Bath) 
Irish papers as late as y* 29th ult. The French fleet is eertaiafy in 
Bantry Bay in the south of Ireland i a boat of one of their ships was 
dnvenashore,and a lieutenant taken; he is nowa prisoner in Dublin. 
17 tail of the line, 15 frigates, besides transports, part of them in the 
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above-mentioned bay, put driven by winds into the Atlantic, are di^ 
masted ; Ireland in activity and represented as well disposed. I 
entertain the strongest hope that neither man nor ship will escape. 
An express passed through Chester from y* Lord Lieutenant last 
night. 

Under these circumstances you will be kind enough to defer the 
hunting party till Tuesday morning, as old Job will scarcely return 
to-night. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. W. Daviis. 

From Lirut.'Cel. Thomas Hanmer t» Sir Thomas Hakmbr, Bart. 

Portsmouth, July zist, 1S03. 
Mr DEAR Father, 

I am happy to hear of your active exertions in the county for 
the general good, and suppose a Flintshire address will soon make its 
appearance in the public prints amongst the numerous others with 
which they abound. I hear you are going to raise a troop of yeo- 
manry, and wish much to hear ifit is true, and whether Mr.Kynas- 
ton makes any stir in our neighbouring county with respect to his 
former intentions of raising a re^ment. Mr. Wills being appointed 
Captain I suppose will now be the only officer to bring up the supple- 
mentary men. We are in great want of subalterns. I am going to 
a dance on board the Windsor Castle at Spithead to-morrow evening, 
which will be pleasant if the weather continues fine. Is the coach 
finished and come down ? They say Bonaparte has ordered dinner 
at Shooters Hill for the 15th of September ; in short, there is no end 
of (he bombast stories in circulation. We fired six rounds of ball 
cartridges yesterday morning on the beach at a target exactly a 
hundred yards distance, and put 47 balls through it, which has gained 
us some credit. The weather is so intensely hot that several of my 
men were taken ill with fevers yesterday morning owing to standing 
in one position under such a scorching sun for so long a time ; they 
dropped as if they were shot How docs my colt come on ? I sup- 
pose he must be quite fat. Lord Grosvenor is just come to town 
from Newmarket, where I see he has been beat. We expect him 
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next week, but his arrival is always uncertain. With best love to all 
at Bettisiield, I am, 

Your ever dutiful and affectionate son, 

Write loon. Tho. Hanmsr. 

Sandgate, August 1 6th, 1805. 
Mt dsar Father, 

I am glad to hear your crops of hay have been so abundanL 
Corn harvest here is on the eve of commencing, with fine weather 
for it We are constantly watching the enemies' boats, which some 
days since made a considerable attack on our cruiser*, though with- 
out much loss. Every preparation is made here to receive them, and 
the general supposition is that they will make an Immediate attempt. 
Notwithstanding this, the ladies here for the bathing season do not. 
appear the least alarmed. I have ridden about a good deal lately, and 
made myself acquainted with the coast, coming back by Tunbridgc 
and Ashford. The regiment goes on well, and the Generals are 
agreeable and pleasant men to serve under. It is very strange we 
have no accounts from Lord Nelson i the public seem in great ex- 
pectation. The brigade marched this morning to exercise in Lord 
Rokeby's park, near a place called Lymne, about six miles off. All 
precautionary measures have been taken. 

Your most affectionate son, 

Tho. Hahuek. 
To Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart 

Bettisiield Park, Wiiitchurch, Shropshire. 

Sir Thomas, by hU marriage with Miss Margaret Kenyon, 
which 13 registered at the Heralds' College, as I saw when they 
brought me the book to fill up, when I was made a peer, bad 
seven children : — 

Thomas, Lt.-Colonel, his eldest son, born April 12th, 
1781, the writer of the two last letters, and my &ther; 
he married, July 14th, 1808, at Marylebone Church, 
in London, Arabella Charlotte, daughter of Thomas 
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Bticknall, Esq., M.P., of Hampton Court, Middlesex, 

and Charlotte ElizabetK Windham, his wife, of Cromer 

in Norfolk.' 
Job Walden, a barrister, born July 30th, 178a. 
John, for a long time Vicar of Hanmer, born Febmary 

28th, 1784. 
Margaret Emma, second Lady Kenyon, born July 7th, 

1785. 
George Edward, Rector of Loddington, born August 18th, 

1786. 
Henry, Lt-Colonel R. H. Gds. and M.P. for Aylesbury, 

bom April 30th, 1789. 
William,ofBodnod,inDenbighshire,born Oct, 28th, 1792. 

Ueut-Colonel Thomas Hanmer lived after his marriage 
for ten years at Hardwick, in Shropshire, a house then belong- 
ing to Ueut.-General Sir Rowland, afterwards Lord Hill, 
who, at the time, was sennng in the Peninsular War. In 
1 8 18 an accidental discharge of a gun, in a shooting-party, 
brought my father's years to an end at Aldermastoh, in Berk- 
shire, and he was afterwards buried at Hanmer, leaving my- 
self with three other brothers, and three sisters, then very 
young. We then lived with our mother at an ancient house 
called Whitehall, in Shrewsbury ; and from this association, 
and from the character of my mother, who, like the widow of 
Zarephtah, maintained everybody who was sent to her, after 
I came of age I was twice elected member for that borough. 

The Ordnance Surveyors are now making thdr fine new 

I The WindhomB of Cromer, as well as all the other branchet of that 
family, were lineally descended from Sir John Windham, temp. H, VIL, 
and hit wife, Lady Margaret, daughter of John Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 
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map of the Flintshire parishes^ but their papera will not be 
ready for a year. Their poles are on all the banks, and stand 
up on the tops of trees, but the herons will know them far 
landmarks sooner than we shall ; I therefore leave them at 
present to these heraltUc birds.' Thejr stalk about the border 
of the Mere below the Water-gate and northern slopes of the 
park ; the grey water shines out as if it were a shield of steel : 
Owen Glyndwr might have stood beside it, to be forewarned 
by a Welsh witch, as Saul was once at Endor. But now 
comes the enumerator for peaceful statistics, and not of fight- 
ing men ; he as^gns to us five hundred and eleven inhabited 
houses against five hundred and four of ten years ago, and 
two thousand four hundred and twenty-eight inhabitants 
against two thousand five hundred and nineteen. The de- 
crease is apparent but not real, for it is caused by the comple- 
tion of railway and drainage works, and the departure of the 
men employed in them. The births exceed the deaths in this 
decennial period by two hundred and eighty-four. This 
Census accounts us in the West Midland division, but we 
should have said the North Western, from which as it is 
given we are separated by the narrow course of the Wich 
Brook. Everybody in these days is trying to catch Plutus the 
divine, and to open his eyes, as in the days of Aristophanes ; 
but the deities invoked by Varro are more in our line of rural 
economy ; we have the happiness to be reasonably content. 
The Census gives one of the proofs usually accepted that we 
keep up with the tide-marks of the time; and Bettisfield, 
which always had some traffic by the canal, is now by dint of 
the railway becoming for a country village a tolerably busy 

* The map waa published in 1874. This pasRsge may indicate the 
desultory manner in which this book has been written. 
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place. Tickets tiken there bear the impress 
Lcmdon, the ocmtnst of the nunes excited a smik ^m a 
great statesman to whom I showed it. But all ways led to 
Rome, and so do oms ; as once by the Wading Street, so now 
by the rail, whithenoever we may be going ; and one of the 
longest fibres of the world's commerce has surely reached us 
her^ for the fine bard Califomian wheat is sold at the station 
without cauang alarm or F^rct to our fanners. 

I remember when a bitter counsel, wishing to annihilate an 
antagonist before a House of Commons committee, barbed bis 
arrow by saying that the gentleman in question had as much 
regard for the public interest as a Califomian savage. Now 
the trees and flowers of that beautiful region ornament our 
gardens, and one of the Wellington pines, with its dark-green 
stately branches, is growing opposite my windows in the 
garden of old Sir Thomas the Cavalier. This house, as he re- 
built or repaired it after the Civil War, had the date of 1658 
over the door. My grandfather made some additions, wluch 
were not very congruous with the rest, but were only part of 
a bouse he intended to complete, and did not I have no 
money to spend on architecture, nor indeed any taste or learn- 
ing of that kind ; but it appears to me that every dwelling of a 
gentleman ought to have an idea about it, and I governed 
such works as I have done here from time to time by a verse 
of Victor Hugo, whwe, writing to a friend, he speaks of his 
chlteau as tour vteilU et maism neuve ; therefore I butlt a large 
red tower to stand for the tour vieille, and connected it with 
all the ancient parts of the house ; and I left my grandfather's 
building to stand for the tnaison tuuve, and the general arrange- 
ment seems not unsuccessful. I am happy in the belief ex- 
pressed by Ben Jonson about Pcnsburst — "there's none of 
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those about it wish it down." Soma trees and seedlings about 
the place have been grown from cones and berries that I have 
brought from a distance or have been given me from thence 
by friends; the curly-leaved willows came from Simla; the 
maritime pines are from seeds that ripened by Mediterranean 
waves. We long had cypresses from Mount Sinai, but they 
died in one of the late cold winters. The other cypresses I 
brought from the Albani Villa at Rome ; some mountain- 
ashes are from the Tamar ; some oaks from acorns gathered 
near the Severn from a tree which is reputed to be desranded 
from Augustine's. The other St Augustine, of Hippo, says 
in one of his sermons (I am indebted to a book by Arch- 
bishopTrench for the quotation), Vis fosiidere terram; vtdene 
possidearis a terrd; with which wise words of the African 
Bishop I dutifully devote these notes to memories and to 
landmarks. 



WriOtn occasimally at BetHsfietd, 1871-74. 
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Caerliky, Prtface, p. vil 

piKY, or L«iki, vrhich is frequently given in Reynold's Pedigreei, 
and occurs also in Sir John Wynn's book as the name of a 
wonun, appears to be a Saxon corruption of the Welsh 
Leucu, or Lucy. 

Places called Teba, p. 7. 
" The names of Turkish forts ofien contain the word tepe, which means 
a hill or mound." — Patt Mail GaztlU on the war in Bulgaria. 

Pedigree of my own family, p. 14. 
This book being altogether framed upon the representative lines of 
descent of the families of Hanmer and The Fens, tables of pedigrees have 
been omitted as tmnecessary, and only adding to its bulk : the size of a 
volume has much to do with its conditions of being readable. Moreover, 
the main purpose of the book is to be a local history. 

Owen Glyndwr, p. 23, 
TranaUition of a Latvt L^dtr of Ow«n Glyf^^/tr, a.i>. 1401, lo Henry 
Dtnu, E$q., of Utkiaton, in (Aewbirt, printtd im the Htitory of Shrmn- 
bury. 
" Greeting and Love. We tell you that we hope by the help of God 
and you to be able to deliver the children of Wales out of the captivity of 
our English foei, who have for long oppressed us and our ancestors. 

"And ye may know of your own mind that their time draws to a close, 
and the victory tumeth towards us, according to the ordinance of God ; no 
one needs to doubt that there will be a good end, unless it be lost by sloth 
and disagreement. And because all Wales is in doubt and danger as to 
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the aiibjection which Ji menaced by the power of your enemies, accord- 
in^y, we command, and require and entreat that you will be ready to 
come with all the force you can to ua, to the place where you hear we 
are burning and opprcBsing our enemies and journeying, and this shall 
shortly be, by God's help. And do not omit this, aa you would have your 
freedom and honour in future. 

"And do not wonder that you had no warning of the first rising, seeing 
that out of much fear and danger it was necessary we should rise without 
giving warning. ^ 

"Farewell, and God defend you from ev3. 

" By OwEiN Ai> Gruffittr, Lord of Glyndwrdwy. 

" To our most dear and most entirely beloved Henry Done." 

The Dones were a race of warlike gentlemen on the Cheshire border 
of Wales. The name is still to be found, but fallen out of its original 
position. 

P. 1 14, for " King Henry VII.," read " King Henry VIII." 

Hoty Weas,p. I41. 

" Oh, ye wells, bless ye the Lord : praise him and magnify him for 
ever." — CantieU Benedicite, 

CauAapb of Cbitf Justice Lord Ktrtymt, p. 142. 
Atrl S" uiivov 

Anth. Grtc. 

Wbetbtr bt baa joined bint, wbo expiates far off*'BoUetui'i eels and cups 
ofmuscttdel," p. 143. 
This was Pope Martin IV., whom Dante saw in Purgatory ; he had his 
eels boiled in the wine called Vemaccia. He was, as the verse states, of 
Tours. One great charm of the Divina Commedia to me, is the amount of 
personal facts and histories which it contains. 

"Ebbc la unU Cbieu in le luc btaccia 
Dil Tono til, e purga pel digiuno 
L'ugaille di Bolieni in li vcrnacdi." 

Pdio. Camu ah. 

P. 167, for "occasion notes," read "occasional notes." 
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SONNETS AND EPIGRAMS, 

WITH OTHER RHYMES, 

WRITTTH LOHO SINCB 



JOHN LORD HANMER. 



D,„i,z,dr, Google 



Most of the following rhymes were written by me >o long ago that 
they may serve for parochial antiquities, — nay, may stand in place of the 
verRes of our ezceltent local bard Dafyd ap Edmund, which being in Welsh 
were not printed. I call him excellent, for though to most people his pro- 
ductions in his native tongue are scarcely intelligible, yet his name re- 
mains, and that is as much as for the greater part of ^iglish-speaking 
men can be told of Dante. 
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AULETES: AN EPITAPH. 

TRANGER, I was a piper, and have blown 
Fierce music in the faces of the foe ; 
Now underneath the marshes I lie low. 
Here, where his thickest harvest Death hath 
mown. 
The cane brakes in the waning of the moon 
Murmur about me, quivering to and fro ; 
Louder the rattling through the ranks did go 
Of the long spears that on the earth were strewn. 
Not of a head averted and down looks 
Was I, as to the feasts that morning chases, 
Those who invite beneath the Egyptian star ; 
Their art the serpent from his coil unlaces, 
But like the wind over the mountain brooks 
Mine poured the exulting melodies of war. 
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AMERICA. 



GREAT people, whom across the Atlantic seas. 
Our thoughts, expanding with the space, behold ; 
And know thy starry front, serene and bold. 
Even as Orion, when the winters freeze ; 
Thy cUstance fades by changing moon's degrees ; 
Peace hovers o'er the middle depths> to hold 
On either side her scales of antique gold, 
fanning the depths ; but not alone for these ; 
But that ye come from an ancestral tine. 
That hence departed, keeping freedom's ways ; 
And speak the language that the band divine, 
And storied memories of great deeds <^d raise. 
When the old world was wondrous; let the sign 
Of love shine out betwixt us, in our days. 



PETRARCA. 

NOT vunly didst thou sing, thy lifetime long, 
Petrarca, of a fair and gentle dame ; 
And with the winds fan love's enduring flame ; 
Wandering the Jiitls and the quick streams among ; 
For Time hath listened to thy passionate song ; 
Whose years like pilgrims to Valchtusa came ; 
Sighing thou wentest all thy days ; but Fame 
Filled her clear trump with thine imagined wrong. 
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Then from the banks of that Provenjal river. 
Soared loftier accents, 'neath the Alps' blue gleam ; 
And at thy voice rose one, who would deliver 
His Rome and thine ; oh noble poet-dream : 
The Belisarian weeds did stir and shiver 
On her old walls, at that electric theme. 



WINTER IN THE RIVIERA OF GENOA. 

NOW the fair face of Nature is obscure ; 
Ay, if 'tis ever, in this southern clime ; 
Upon the mountain sits the cloud sublime ; 
And incense to the Virgin dear and pure, 
Ere the tumultuous seas he will endure, 
And spread his sails, and to the topmast climb. 
The shipman offers. 'Tis the wintry time 
When rich men crowd in cities ; and the poor 
Kindle their fires of wreck along the coast ; 
Or in slow barges Irom Lavenza creep ; 
Bearing her marble for proud Genoa's boast : 
And still, at intervals, along the deep. 
Dim trails of smoke arise, and then are lost. 
Where steamers their rough way undaunted keep. 
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THE TWO COLUMNS. 

I SAW two Columns, by a southern shore ; 
One, standing in its Dorian majesty. 
Simple, and stern, and natural it might be; 
So blended with the hills the shape it wore. 
But some Cyclopean hand, ere time was hoar. 
Had reared it up to Neptune ; and his sea 
Still bellows out beneath, memoriaily ; 
Marking the moments' flight with tumbling roar. 
O'erthrown the other, of inferior race ; 
Spiral and fretted, as a beechen bole. 
That thin green stems of ivy ovcrlace ; 
Between their dates did twenty ages roll ; 
And still the first, with his Homeric grac^ 
Stood scathless ; lifting up the gazer's soul. 



THE WIDOW OF EPHESUS. 

"/'~\H weak, unstable, wandering memory;" 

V_^ Came forth a sudden voice from an old tomb, 
By the way-sid^ like Pompeii's: "for the doom 
Of Ephesus, so, justly clings to me ; 
Making my love a byword ; I am she 
Thenceforward called The Widow, since the gloom 
Of funeral caverns was my bridal room ; 
But how that deed unholy came to be. 
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Ask many a feeble utterance of strong will. 

Many a faint priest of fame's divinity ;" 

So said the mourning voice, and then was still : 

But from the thronging drear infinity 

Of shades, that answered to the summons^ I 

Sped, as the heron speeds, under a hill. 



THE FOUNTAIN AT THE ALDOBRANDINI 
VILLA, FRASCATI. 

NOT by Aldobrandini's watery show, 
Still plashing at his portal never dumb. 
Spoiled of thy natural beauty, shalt thou come, 
Leaving for this thy fount on Algido, 
Wild winged daughter of the Sabine snow ; 
Now creeping under quiet Tusculum ; 
Now gushing from those caverns old and numb ; 
Dull were his heart who gazed upon thee so. 
Emblem art thou of Time, memorial stream, 
Which in ten thousand fancies, being here. 
We waste, or use, or fashion, as we deem ; 
But if its backward voice comes ever near. 
As thine upon the hill, how doth it seem 
Solemn, and. stem, sepulchral and severe ! 
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A WAY-SIDE LANDSCAPE IN ITALY. 
Easter Eggs. 

THERE stands a fortress by a Roman way, 
With battered base, and dark imperious towers; 
And massy gates that scorned the insular powers, 
Colonna, or Savelli, in their day ; 
But ilexes with foreheads round and grey. 
Grow now upon the moat ; and slanting showers 
Chase sunshine through the open gate; with flowers 
The windows high above are bright and gay. 
For 'tis the vernal time, when in the woods 
Springs the ranunculus ; and the holy tide 
Of Easter comes, by rituals led along ; 
And in the streets go flocking multitudes, 
With painted e^s, of many a colour pied ; 
But not so modey as the moving throng. 



SILENCE. 

WHEN at the sound of noon-proclaiming bcU, 
Quick as the note, throws by his spade the clown. 
And from his forehead clears the careful frown, 
With which his work before, he measured well ; 
Comes Silence with admonitory spell : 
Oh changefril Silence, on the sedgy crown 
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Of a blue mere as lights a wild bird down. 
Watching the air's vibration thou dost dwell. 
Vague spirit, whom nor hymn nor voice evokes ; 
But gazing Nature from her depths ; and so 
E'en the cessation of dull earthly strokes 
Doth sanctify ; behold the feathery snow 
Falls on a wood of monumental oaks, 
Stem and unmoved ; and not a wind doth blow. 



THE MILLENNIUM. 



DARKNESS and tumult till the thousandth year; 
As in the dreary nights, when men lie dumb. 
Listening the whirlwind ; then pale lights to some 
Shine, as the gusty morning climbs the sphere. 
The thunders of Time's chariot wheel draw near : 
It hath gone by — the dread Millennium' — 
Shout, for the world hath ^es yet to come ; 
Rise man, that like a bulrush crouched for fear. 
He rises. — O'er the mighty Lombard pl^n. 
By &■ Transalpine cities, domes and spires, 



' The period of the Millennium had pasaed by ; and men again re- 
covering from their fright, and shaking off their torpor, felt ashamed of 
their long neglect of holy edifices, and everywhere again began to repair 
and rebuild churches and monaateriea tn greater numbers and on a greater 
scale than before. — Hope's "Architecture," chap. zzi. 
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And baptisteries, sweet charm of mortal sorrow. 
Spring Dp ; like flowers dew-glittering when the choirs 
Of Inrds ftY)m wioter loosed break forth again. 
In a new note, from the old that yet doth borrow. 



CIULLO OF ALCAMO. 

" "1 Tl THY call those ^es dark ? from the old speech 

V V By what gradations pass'd the world away, 
Ye know not : for your thoughts are dull to reach 
(Being late awake) the springing of the day." 
I knew the voice was CiuUo's : ' he whose lay 
First in Alcamo grace of words did teach. 
And accent and sweet meaning give to each ; 
And I, for more still listening, answered " Nay, 
If the long avenue of sphynx-like years 
Tends to a point of dim perspective now ; 
Bright in the midst a starry line appears. 
Fame's children; and if Dante's sovereign brow 
Loftier and nearer shine, or through his tears 
Petrarca, seen, though for remote, art thoa" 



' The few lines attributed to the Sicilian Ciullo, which are said to be 
the earliest genuine Italian extant, are supposed to have been written 
between I187 and I193. — See Hallam's "Literature of Europe," vol. i. 
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ORIGIN OF NEW LANGUAGES. 

FROM the bright paths of Time-beloved Aurorc, 
Changeful as hers, a Sybil's voice proceeds ; 
And poets hear il^ where the lizard feeds. 
On some old hill-top ruin, proud and hoar. 
They hear, and ask not where she hath been before. 
New rising with the trumpet-summoned steeds ; 
But each her sweet prophetic utterance heeds, 
And to himself repeats it, o'er and o'er. 

Bird of the morning, rhythmical wild lark. 
That to thy song dost beat thine airy wings, 
And lookest then in silence to the sun ; 
Whose deep ordained music thou dost mark. 
High in the heavens, of thine own the springs ; 
So was on earth another speech begun. 



CHAUCER. 

WHEN I remember how nor separate chance. 
Nor resdess traffic peopling many a shore. 
Nor old tradition with innumerous lore, 
But poets wrought our best inheritance ; 
Sweet words and noble ; in their gai science 
That England heard, and then for evermore 
Loved as her own, and did with deeds adore ; 
I bless thee with a kindred heart, Provence : 
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For to thy tales, like waves that come and go. 
Sat Chaucer listening with exulting ear ; 
And casting his own phrase in giant mould : 
That still had charms for sorrow's gentlest tear, 
Telling the story of Griselda's woe, 
" Under the roots of Vesulus the cold." ' 



ROMko. 

FOUR daughters like the lilies, each a queen. 
In his Toulouse had Raimond Berengare ; 
But he who set them in the regions fair. 
That loved them, was a man of cheerful mien, 
Who on a little mule at eve was seen. 
Coming from Compostella : when the air 
Breathed evil on long years of prosperous care, 
Onward he went arrayed as he had been. 
And in the towers of Provence bright and blue. 
Through Langue d'Oc, and the city-girded shore. 
Where was Romeo, none thereafter knew. 
With his old pilgrim's staff his way he bore ; 
Seen only of the Tuscan,' when he too. 
From the world's bitter wrong to heaven could soar. 

' Veaulua is Monte Viao ; Virgil calls it pinifer — 

" Canutn moreu dc montibus altis 
ActuB aper multOB Vesulus quern pinifer annos 
Defendit," En, x. 707. 

' Romio, whom Duite cominemorates in his Vision of Paradise, was 
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TO the short days, and the great vault of shade, 
The whitener of the hills, we come — alas, 
There is no colour in the faded grass, 
Save the thick frost on its hoar stems arrayed. 
Cold is it, as a melancholy maid 
The latest of the seasons now doth pass, 
With a dead garland, in her icy glass 
Setting its spikes about her crisped braid. 
The streams shall breathe, along the orchards laid. 
In the soft spring-time ; and the fixjzen mass 
Melt from the snow-drift ; flowerets where it was 
Shoot up — the cuckoo shall delight the glade ; 
But to new glooms through some obscure crevasse ^ 
She will have past— that melancholy maid. 

an unknown pilgrim from St. Jago of Compostella -. he was received in 
the house of Raimond Berenger, and served for many years as his steward ; 
being at last unjustly accused of fraud, he stated alt he had done, and 
went as he came at first. His advice to the Count of Toulouse, through 
which he married his four daughters to kings, is mentioned in a letter 
of Machiavelli to Guicciardini : — " lo vi ricordA quel consigljo che dette 
quel Romeo al duca di Provenza, che aveva quattro figliuole femmine, e lo 
confortA a maritare la prima onorevolmente, dicendoli che quella darebbe 
regola ed ordJne all' altre, tanto che lui la maritd al re di Prancia, e 
dettegli mezza la Provenza per dote. Questo fece che maritd con poca 
dote le altre a tre re, onde Dante dice : — 

"'Quattro figlie ebbe, e ciascuna regina, 

Delia qual cosa al tutto fu cagione 

Romeo, persona umile e peregrina.* " 
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CONTENTS OF A SPANISH CHRONICLE. 

LEST the great deeds of many a passing year 
Should down to dusty dull oblivion go. 
The noble monk Don Roderic doth show 
AU things, as in a mirror deep and clear. 
How went ambassador the valorous peer, 
That was his grandsire, to the Moorish foe ; 
And heard the voice of Guadalquiver's flow. 
By moonlight, when Giralda's shade was near. 
Praise to the saints ; by those unchristian daughters 
Ne'er was he snared, but came true knight away; 
And reared over Lleren his gentle towers. 
His name was as a shade o'er many waters, 
Cast ever as he stood in glory's ray ; 
And lengthening as came on the evening hours. 



TO A FRIEND. 

DEAR Poilington,' Irom those far eastern climes, 
Over whose border I was hovering, 
Once, as an eagle, whose uncertain wing 
Turns backward from the Danube^ and sublimes 



^ Viscount Poltington, present Earl of Mezborough, in answer t 
letter from Teflts, 
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His flight into a vision, scenes and times 
Of travel-quickened thought to ours you bring ; 
Leading us by the Terek's Lesghian spring ; 
I, nothing in return can give, but rhymes. 
But yet in these, o'erpassing time and tide, 
Your name to Casbeck's spirit I commend ; 
To write it as a stream on his gaunt side, 
Whose joyous southern windings may descend 
To Teflis, or that sea by which abide, 
Rivalling his, the shades of Demavend. 

TO A PINE PLANTED AT BETTISFIELD, 

SUBJECT OF ANOTHER SONNET. 

PINE, whose green branches to my vernal song 
Were as the coronal, gracing its close ; 
Now, forth his painted portals, Autumn goes 
Over the woods, that will be bare ere long. 
He leads them, reeling like a Thracian throng; 
And each in turn his leafy chaplet throws 
Down at his ftet ; only the Ilex knows 
A spell superior to the enchanter strong. 
He hath a hollow root, in which the mice 
Dream out the winter, or some woodland bee ; 
Yet bravely doth his dusk head front the stars ; 
Through whose dread gates hath pass'd a century twice. 
Since he was planted ; flourish thus my tree. 
And see a prosperous end of civil jars.' 

' Many political troubles were about at the time when this wi 
written. 
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THE CRUCIFIX. 

CAVILLER and captious, iind too dull of soul 
Inner or outer things to comprehend ; 
Whom that small wooden crucifix doth ofiend ; 
And water in its pine or beechen bowl ; 
By which, when bells for Ave Mary toll, 
The peasant on these hills doth lowly bend ; 
Praying good angels will his house defend ; 
While o'er his sleeping head the planets roll. 
Why railest at such ordinance ? for thus 
Did Augustine, and venerable Bcde, 
And saints whose names above doth Peter know. 
Alien it may seem, 30 Time hath willed, to us ; 
But, when the emblem ye abjure, take heed. 
Lest ye forget the inner meaning so. 



SPRING. 

SOFT comes the breath of spring, it shakes the pear. 
White blooming ; like a garden seems the mead. 
Thick with young grass, on which the cattle feed. 
Tossing their heads at their dull wintry fiire. 
The bees seek honey through the moving air, 
That rocks the wild-duck on her nest of reed, 
By the sunlit water : Man doth say <* God speed," 
For joy the year's increase so soon to share. 
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Low, to himself, he says it ; where, alas, 
Are the old rites ? a dullard race are we ; 
Bright shows of inner feeling fade and pass ; 
There are no pomps to greet Eiarine. 
Our hearts reflect as a smoke-darkened glass. 
When like a prism of crystal they should be. 



THE SPIDER IN AN OCTOBER DAY. 

IF any of the Arachnean race. 
Fat and well-filled be near, let him beware 
Of thee, old Spider; with such stealthy pace 
That travellest through the frore autumnal air : 
So fierce a hunger drives thee from thy lair, 
To feast ('tis famine's respite) on thy kind ; 
Rapine is all before thee ; and behind 
Thy broken web — that on its film doth bear 
Thick drops of cold uncomfortable dew, 
Like those which on the dying leaves are spread. 
The flies creep doors and window corners through j 
Gaunt are thy sides — no more by tree or shed, 
Can they that pensile citadel renew, 
In which thy gluttonous youth so full was fed. 
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AN ETRUSCAN VASE, SEEN ON NEW 
YEAR'S DAY. 

IT is a misty morning, that rasy turn 
To tears or sunshine ; I see nothing now, 
But great trees looming dim, with quiet bough, 
Over the shadowy deer that cross the fern. 
All things seem vague as an oracle. Old Um, 
Wreck of the augurial Tuscan ; ay, e'en thou 
Hast on thy gloomy side 6gures enow, 
Whose dark ideal sense I scarce discern. 
And as I scan them, near the frosty glass, 
Whose marks seem like a web, to some near thorn. 
Or arbutus, or laurel, loosely spun ; 
My thoughts, quick rising, to the future pass ; 
For, out the stillness of this wintry mom, 
A New Year hath its solemn march begun. 



THE PINE WOODS. 

WE stand upon the moorish mountain side. 
From age to age, a solemn company ; 
There are no voices in our paths, but we 
Hear the great whirlwinds roaring loud and wide , 
And like the sea-waves have our boughs replied, 
From the beginning, to their stormy glee ; 
The thunder rolls above us, and some tree 
Smites with his bolt, yet doth the race abide ; 
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Answering all times ; but joyous, when the sun 
Glints on the peaks that clouds no longer bear ; 
And the young shoots to flourish have begun ; 
And the quick seeds through the blue odorous air 
From the expanding cones fall one by one ; 
And silence, as in temples, dwelleth there. 



PAST AND FUTURE. 

IN their unceasing round the seasons come ; 
Seed time, and harvest, flowers, and fruit, and snow ; 
And still, whate'er the month-led earth may show, 
Time to the future points with many a gnome. 
Telling old tales by the tide's ebbing foam, 
Stand yet the fishers ; ere again they go 
Onward over the flood ; and ever so 
Man looks, as double Janus in his Rome. 
Now scans he the before, rather than after ; 
And as the present fleets, then first doth weigh 
In a vain-balanced scale its tears or laughter : 
Now, shunning still the unreturning day. 
Of fancies on vague hopes a keen engrafter, 
"To-morrow, ay to-morrow," he doth say. 
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THE ROOK. 

THOU skimmest up and down in the blue air, 
Year after year, companionable bird. 
Making the murmur of thy coming heard, 
As a great fleet's, in the still evening glare. 
Thou hast the corn-lields in thy tutelar care. 
Yet 'mongst them is thy name an evil word ; 
Ever thy multitudinous flight is stirred 
By a young vill^n set the rooks to scare. 
'Tis a churl's deed ; but in the quiet night. 
When he is stretched upon his pallet board, 
Why do ye rise, with wakeful accents so ? 
Then, 'tis the owlet's immemorial right. 
On his vague quest over the dewy sward, 
Hearing nought else but muttering winds, to go 



SINGING BIRDS. 

SWEET is thy voice, embowered Nightingale ; 
But for thy praise would fail my weaker song ; 
Sweet all thine airy kindred, that belong 
To Nature's happiest haunts, by field or vale : 
And some there are, that in the shadows pale 
Of cavernous dim towns, make yearn the throng ; 
Prisoners are they, and blind, yet seems more strong 
The melody of their lives' remembered tale. 
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Ye are the accepted poets ; wheresoe'er 

Your notes have sounded, joy hath thither come ; 

As flowers to forest wells serene and clear : 

Fame mars ye not, that eats the hearts of some ; 

Those unambitious accents man doth hear, 

And straight tlie importunate voice of self is dumb. 



EVENING. 

IT were as easy we should never sleep. 
As pass in dreams half-conscious hours away. 
Had Nature willed ; or that the unresting Day 
Round the great world at once his watch should keep ; 
But thus 'twas set in Paradise ; some steep 
Seemed there an altar, as the sinking ray 
Flamed on its peak ; and stars had quiet sway, 
Till o'er the barriers mighty morn did leap. 
Leap mom, and with thy might bear all things on> 
Mounting the arch of noon the fiery-eyed ; 
Where art thou now, before our eyes descending ? 
Far olF with songs and love thou art espied ; 
'Tis morn below, while Eve, with bell and gun, 
Comes here, and the big waves her Moon attending. 
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ORPHEUS. 

I THOUGHT of Orpheus, stretched a summer's day 
"Neath a green plane-tree glittering in the sun. 
While o'er his head her web Arachne spun. 
With quiet toil ; and he divined his lay, 
That deepest things aimed like the gods to say, 
Joying the earth with great comparison : 
The wild birds went and came, and every one 
Clove with a steady wing his airy way : 
They turned not from his silence : plants and flowers 
Grew o'er the place, more fair than wisest art 
Shapes them in temples of bright stones or gold : 
Then, with the music of those passing hours 
Fossest, rose up the poet to depart ; 
And his lit eye was glorious to behold. 



ANTEROS. 

I DO believe that who of Comus' crew 
Are numbered, tasting of the berry or root 
That in man's heart sows such accursed fruity 
Little thereafter have with Fame to do ; 
Little with Love ; that yet with heavenly dew 
Watches again their nature to transmute ; 
Nor e'er forgets how once some wandering foot 
With her beneath the stars sweet passage knew. 
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Oh Love, beware ; than Beatrice's strain 

If thine be less, or earthHer, thou art snared ; 

And shoutest to the panther-ruling train 

A lost lost song, with all thy bosom bared ; 

Silenus answers in a broad refrun, 

And many-knotted snakes with heads upreared 



ON THE MONUMENT, AT LUCERNE, OF THE 
SWISS GUARDS OF FRANCE. 

THE faith and valour of the Swiss, for pay. 
But not the pay, this monument records ; 
Perchance they had it not, and so the words 
Duly omitted, leave the rest to say 
All that the warriors in Thermopylai 
Wrung from their country, for these chaflfering hordes ; 
O Fame forbid that any venal swords 
Should feel the living glory of thy ray. 
What, 'gainst that terrible and ravening crowd, 
Ranked hirelings, but their traffic, and the instinct 
Of camp and guard-room, when they sourly died P 
Republicans, to the cause of kings thus linked. 
Of palace-st^rs and their red story proud. 
Think ye with Louis memory to divide ? 



^3^? 
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EVENING IN GERMANY. 

HOW each sharp hammer of the minster clock 
Cuts off a point of time, until the bell, 
Up-carolling to the clouds with silvery swell. 
The sullen presage like a bird doth mock : 
But the day fleets, and the shadow of the rock 
Falls opposite to where at morn it fell ; 
The bees come home, each to her angular cell ; 
Up to his hostel flies the roosting cock. 
Now creep the beggars, some with misery pined 
To dungeon pits ; some where the woodland yields 
Small shelter, thinned for comfortable fires : 
Some to lone huts, such as the shepherd builds 
Under a bank, to shield him from the wind. 
In an old tree set round with thorns and brian. 



TO THE SIBYLS. 

WHERE are ye, Sibyls, ye who on far shores, 
Persic, or Libyan, or Cumaian cave, 
Awing the world with age or beauty, gave 
Response that Time e'en yet fears and adores, 
Still questioning; for each stroke of Charon's oars. 
As ghosts of years go by his icy wave. 
Sends upwards through the portals of the grave 
A vague dread voice, that like an earthquake roars ; 
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And, " when above the dust and unclean bones 
Of this vile generation shall be cast 
A little earth," some listening seer exclaims, 
"Thus shall it be, and thus," — meanwhile the blast 
Of strife goes on ; and battling codes, or thrones. 
From the blue sicy the qutet rainbow shames. 



VENICE. 

PALE queen of the Adriatic, thou dost wear 
Thy diadem e'en yet, although it "be 
Of sad wan stones, and funeral empery. 
Like that rude hands from Charlemagne did tear. 
With the sacrilege of his sepulchre ; but the air 
Breathes hot and sultry, and the languid sea 
Creeps through thy vague canals, whose apathy 
Summer weighs down, with dull and heavy glare. 
Not so 'twas in thy summer, which if now 
Making men's hearts like theirs who long have past 
To their immortal fashioning, it shone ; 
The piecemeal East might in thy mould re-cast 
Rise a Colossus of St Mark ; and thou 
Bid him look north, and keep the Pontic throne. 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



APPENDIX. 



AN OLD FISHER IN A VENETIAN LAGOON. 

THOU art a fisher of Mazorbo ; lone, 
Drifting a usual shadow o'er the sea. 
With thine old boat, that like a barkless tree 
Makes in the wind its creaking dreary moan ; 
And there thy life and all thy thoughts have flown, 
Pouncing on crabs in shallows, till thy knee 
Crooked as theirs, now halts unsteadily. 
Going about to move the anchor-stone : 
And when the waves roll inward from the cast, 
Takest thy net, and for some few sardines 
Toil'st, in the morning's wild and chilly ray ; 
Then dost thou go to where yon bell-tower leans. 
And in the sunshine sit, the poor man's feast. 
Else abstinent in thy poverty, all the day. 



THE FIUMARA. 

THEY say that river, now beneath the sun 
Spreading his waste of shingle, broad and bare. 
With clear green pools in the shadow here and there, 
Doth in the winter like a deluge run ; 
And not with streams that since the world b^un 
Were loved, or glorious, doth he fear compare ; 
So wildly do his nymphs their beryl hair 
Toss up and down, nor sight then coyly shun. 
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And by his rising, so doth fame rqjort, 
Far flying as the rack in those loud days. 
The chorus of the Mtenades remain ; 
For on his waves come trophies of their sport> 
Ivy, and trees uprooted, pines, and bays, 
And evermore a fierce exulting strain. 



FOLCO PORTINARI. 

IF, Folco Portinari, to thy name 
But had been this affixed, to wit, that thou 
Buildedst a hospital,* and didst endow 
With a large gift, like a river still the same ; 
Whence many centuries of poor, and. lame. 
Prayers from pale lips, and looks from speechless brow. 
Have blest thee, o'er the blue abyss, where now. 
And long ^o thou waitest ; earthly fame 
Scantly had been of thy great use : but she 
Who on thy branches like a short-lived flower 
Flourished, and fell, the frailest of the tree, 
Beatrice, with such sweetness breathed, that power 
Grew from it like a spirit, thence to be 
Thy witness here, till the all-summoning hour. 



^ The great hoipital of Santa Maria Nuova, at Florence, waa founded 
1 387, by Folco Portmari, the father of Beatrice. 
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DESENZANO. 

FROM dust and travel of the Bresclan way 
Who rests at Desenzano, shall behold 
A little trading port, with steamers bold 
To tempt Benacus, fair or stormy day ; 
And the great Alps, and sail-uplifting bay, 
Shut from the world save it those wings unfold ; 
And Sirmio, to whose cliffs Catullus told 
His greeting, in that simple mighty lay, 
Enduring as the waters ; that from out 
A thousand springs in the cold hills between 
Camonica and Garda gather here ; ' 
Through the blue smoke of whose tumultuous rout. 
Two prophet forms, one gloomier, one serene. 
The guider and the guided, oft appear. 



' " Per mille font! credo, ct pi^ si bagna 
Trs Garda, et Val Camonica Apennino 
De I' acqua, che nel detto lego itagna." 

" laferao," Canto z 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



SONl^ETS AND EPIGRAMS. 



ON AN INSCRIBED MONUMENT CONSISTING 

OF THE FIGURES OF HOPE AND 

CONTEMPLATION. 

YES, it is fit Carrara's snow white stone 
With imaged thought should rise above the dead ; 
Or softly bow with pale ideal head, 
Like cherished sorrow into beauty grown : 
These are the forms that joy can look upon. 
And then beyond them, like an angel sped ; 
Lovest thou rather the material bed 
Of earthy death — or else — oblivion ? 
There was no death for that rejoicing spirit. 
There should be no oblivion, gaze, so may 
Noble and pure perchance thine own become : 
Of one in heaven, who on the earth was near it. 
The record this ; but nothing doth it say ; 
For Hope and Contemplation both are dumb. 



THE SUPPRESSED CONVENT. 

THE vine builds o'er the broken convent tower, 
God's architecture, hiding that of man ; 
The soft blue brook runs on as first it ran. 
Fed by the mountain rills, the forest shower ; 

K K 
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Gone is the Benedictine garb, and dower. 

Marble, and pompi and then amiun began 

Ruin, last phase of beauty ; but the plan 

That reared these walls outlasts the levelling hour. 

To the fair city over Amo's sid^ 

That when its lily on Arcetri smiles, 

Doth celebrate the fi^tival of St John ,' 

Might such still come as wont to fill these aisles, 

The light from darkness in their thought divide. 

And let the world, e'en as it will, go on 



GAULEO TO THE GRAND-DUCHESS 
OF TUSCANY. 

LADY, whose gracious intellect could divine. 
Long since, the organic pxiwers that guide the sphere ; 
And sometimes deigned to express the love, and fear. 
Such themes can kindle in a heart like thine ; 
Ag^n that thunder fierce and leonine 
Rolls through the twilight on my wakeful oar ; 
Again the sacerdotal voice I hear, 
Banning the truth, as if 'twere man's design : 
Aye, as if with my own hand I could plant 
Those things within the heavens, to disturb 
Nature, and science, in their path serene ; 
But in his might comes Time, the hierophant; 
And never shall another Joshua curb 
The sun's due course, till the last day hath been. 
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A DREAM. 

WHEN the chill morning Trom the mountain-tops 
Forecasting, sped its shadows o'er the dew ; 
And idl the cocks, as once for Peter, crew. 
Greeting the wind that waved the moorland crops ; 
Came a foul crone towards me from a copse. 
With weeds tn her long fingers, dank and blue. 
And a sharp hook, that 'cross the air she drew, 
Beckoning to me as one that charmed stops. 
And I bethought me, if committed sin 
Takes ever elvish shape, then this might be 
Image of some of old this wood within ; 
But then superior to her witchery 
I past, for cheerful daylight did begin, 
And I the sun through the forest boughs could see. 



ARQUA. 

OVER the vast and seven-vaulted dome 
That holds thy shrine, St Anthony, the shade 
Had shifted quite ; and in each long arcade. 
Hanging its curtain in the sunshine's room : 
Onward we went to a memorial tomb. 
Peacefully in the vine-covered mountains laid; 
And evening came, and the luccioli made 
Their road-side flashes in the willowy gloom ; 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



APPENDIX. 

And we with silent and considerate pace 
Returned, as what we sought for having seen ; 
Till rose the turrets of that antique place 
Padova in the dusk air. — O home serene, 
That wearest by his grave Petrarca's grace. 
Oft now I Bee thee, as in a fountain's sheen. 



GERMAN WITCHES, 

HEARING OF THE INDULGENCES GRANTED BY LEO X. 

j4 Raven Song — the first few notes of it. 



FAR flies the raven over the German land ; 
Over brown heaths and castles goeth he. 
Perching on tower and city linden-tree. 
He hath the earth and air at his command. 
What saith the maiden with the jewelled hand. 
From her bright lattice, raven black, to thee. 
Noble, and kntght, and bui^her, what smd he, 
That thou before his gate so long dost stand? 
'Tis a dark saying, like the wind's ; but eve 
Comes on apace ; and earth-o'erscattered fires 
Shine out, with light and darkness strangely blending: 
There is one spot that thou art loath to leave. 
Where green-worn steps, by a cathedral's spires. 
Two croaking withered beldams are descending. 
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One quoth to the other, wrinkling up her eye, 
'* Hast thou no sins, old gossip Ursula ?" 
And she respondeth with a hoarse " Ha, ha, 
Well, we were young, but now those days are by ; " 
She twirls her distafF with a muttering sigh, 
And strives to pass ; the other still doth bar 
The wayside — " It were well to balk the star 
Thou know'st of," whispers she, " once ere we die : 
Aye, marry, these are comfortable times, 
'Tia a good church to balk his spite, that there 
Would whirl us but in mockery, like the snow — ** 
Then^ as a rat that some old witch berhymes, 
She who doth listen, at the Prince of sur 
Muttering, goes on, with feeble steps and slow. 



She mutters ; loud and long for many a day 
Hath one been crying ; and at eve it went 
Still through the silence — " Come, repent, repent ;' 
But not like John the Baptist's was the way. 
Albrecht of Mayence hath hts pall to pay ; ' 
Ten thousand florins must to Rome be sent ; 
Thrice ten ; 'tis therefore do they cry " repent ;" 
And against sins gold in the balance weigh. 



' For his pallium, and cardinal's hat, he had to pay 30,000 fbrinx, I 
defray which the Pope granted him the farm of the sins of Germany. 
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The while, beneath Bolsena's shady boughs, 
Spurs the great fkther * of the Church, and swears 
This brach or that is keenest at the game ; 
And crowns at eve some ribald's stupid brows 
With laurel wreath, and of a patron wears 
With jovial pride the Medicean name. 



MYCENjE. 

THERE'S not a dog, nor note of any bird. 
Nor shepherd's laugh, nor echo's lightest tones> 
Only the lizard on the giant stones 
Moves in Mycensc— moves, for this vain word 
Affrights him from hts wont, where lies interred 
The treasure of Agamemnon ; aye, the bones ' 
Perchance, then Greece, in him of aJi her thrones 
The leader, when in Aulis there was heard 
The gathering after Helen, and the wind 
Sighing among the congr^ated shrouds, 
The waves, the songs, the augurs on the shore, 
O solitude far deeper than the clouds', 
For voices in their dwellings ye may find ; 
Here is the sun and shadow, and no more 1 



' Leo was then the guest of Cardinal Alessandro Farnese. The re- 
mainder of these verses, which were intended to be descriptive of scenes 
in the RefomiBtion, is wanting. 

* This sonnet, written more than thirty years before Dr. Schliemann'a 
diMoveries, might seem to be prophetical of them. 
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THE MERCHANT. 

NAKED wast thou, at thy birth-time, utterly, 
Merchant whose sails are furled; and now the birds 
Build under thy broad cornices, and the herds 
Sleep in the shadow of thy planted tree : 
The waves have borne thee onward, thou may'st see 
The stars in new perspective ; the full thirds 
Of thy great wealth no more are inky words. 
Paper and trust, but woods and swelling lea. 
Then wilt thou keep the balance in thine house, 
Elmblem of its just seignory, and the cause ; 
Or with those harlequin heralds poorly feign ? 
Keep it, for noble cidzenship thu^ 
And truth, the fountain that doth never pause, 
Free from the weeds of folly thou wilt maintain. 



PROSERPINE. 

OH Proserpine, that in the paths of Dis 
Joyously once wert gathering wreaths and flowers, 
Feeding thy sptiit with a maiden's bliss, 
Now art thou throned amid the infernal powers ; 
The breathless ur broods o'er thee, and the towers 
Loom dimly, girding Phlegython around : 
Before, quick coming from Elysian bowers 
Stands Mercury, and Hell's unnatural hound 
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Awes with his look ; but thou severer grown, 

Uke a young Fate dost bear imperiously : 

And all about, a tight, like that the moon. 

Thy mother loves, casts over Sicily, 

Gleams Irom thy presence through the brazen door. 

That shapes of Death go by for evermore. 



RETURNED TO THE HOUSB OF MBNELAUS. 

NOW, Helen, from the funeral roofs of Troy, 
The crashing domes of Priam, art thou come. 
Again thou seest him, to whom thy joy 
Was like the morning, in thine early home, 
Agwn, but not a captive's is thy doom. 
Led hither by the conquering Grecian spear. 
Bright flowers adorn thine unfot^otten loom. 
And he, whose battle Juno waged, is near, 
Great Menelaus — on thy beauty still 
He looks — 'tis sofr and pensive as a star. 
For memory dwells with thee, bereft of ill 
By that deep potion Polydamna iar 
In Fgypt gave j — Oh queen, whom wrath and bale 
Fly like a goddess, Argtve Helen hail 
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TIBERIUS. 

LIKE i dark shadow from a column cast 
Above some desecrate temple-site, I saw 
A vision, and a voice said low with awe, 
" This was Tiberius ! " fearfully it past 
By Sarno's windings and the tremulous shore. 
Whence the dread Mountain's subterranean blast 
Shakes Prochyta and Capri : evermore 
Shone out Canopus o'er his haunted isle ; 
But when memorial night grew wan and hoar, 
And stars were pale, and to the harbour pile 
Came busy lights with slowly gliding ray. 
Deep in the earth that spirit sunk away ; 
Only the opposite peaks' volcanic glares 
And the grey morning on the sea was there. 



THE HERMIT. 

AFTER A PICTURE IN THE SPANISH GALLERY AT THE LOUVRE. 

I SAW a hermit in his evening walk, 
With keen fixed look, attenuate like a hawk, 
Tail was he once, but lowly then he bent. 
With stripes and penance painfully he went, 
His eyes shone like the light within a well. 
He seemed to hear the tolling of a bell, 
His hands and feet as for the Cross were bored. 
And ever on a skull intent he pored. 
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Behind him was a valley strewed with stones 
As thick as tn Jehoshaphat the bones, 
And on the htll a Htde lonely fane, 
*Twas in thy land, oh melancholy Spain. 



THERE is a little village in the hills 
Of Burgundy, obscure perchance its name. 
Since there the slopes no mantling vineyard fills. 
But I, the day when I to Chissy came 
And saw its dark old towers beside the bridge, 
And quiet homes, and children at their game, 
Have marked with a white stone, for there the ridge 
Is past that northward from the south divides, 
The snows are melting on the mountain's edge — 
They flow into the sea unvext by tides, 
Yon gushing river hath in Rhone its mouth. 
Oh welcome first fair stream that seekst the south. 
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A VIRELAI. 

BRIGHT children of the sunny-south, born 'neath the 
fairy star 
That fills with music every mouth from Garonne to the Var, 
The Moon is like a tamp to-night, on the sea and on the shore. 
She bids you wake your Virelai, once more, once more. 
Ere ye sail away. 

For queenly Barcelona, the blue Sardinian isles. 
Or where her own Ancona still Venus lights with smiles. 
For Genoa and her palaces. Ho! doth the helmsman say. 
Yet greet your own glad Provence, or ere ye sail away, 
Ere ye sail away. 

Where shall ye find another land as fair and bright as she, 
Singing her ancestral songs by her ancestral sea, 
With her warrior hand on Bona, her banner on Argier, 
From roving Moor or Tripoline her barks have nought to fear 
Ere they sail away. 



A MORNING WALK IN ROME. 

I PASS beneath the woody Palatine, 
Where less comes Cxsar to my thought than they ' 
Who to a garden turned its mount divine : 
Then Tiber greets me, slowly on his way 
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The boatman glides to Ostia's reedy shore, 

It is a restless, melancholy day, 

And his sail Saps unsteadily, and hts oar 

Starts upward *gainst the buried Roman piles ; 

The river with a ceaseless eddy coils ; 

And now the Aventine shadows, and once more 

Thy gate San Paolo — close beside there dwells 

A strong enchanter in his airy cells 

Beneath the fictile mount. But Death, before 

Sits by the city wall, watching his spells.* 



A VIEW IN HOLLAND. 

THE tide comes up the black and gusty river, 
Slowly against it makes a boat its way. 
In the rough gale the bending sedges shiver. 
The dripping piles fling back the shattered spray ; 
There is a church, but none who come to pray> 
For 'tis a week-day, and made fast the door. 
But onward by a willow-sheltered bay 
Hangs forth a sign, more tempting to the boor ; 
Wild sing the breezes from the northern sea 
Flustering the topsails on the coast's low line. 



' Monte Testaccio, heaped up out or fragmentB of old pottery, and 
hollowed into cellars. I suppose, therefore, I meant Bacchus by (he 
" strong enchanter ;" as to Death by the city walls, the burial-ground in 
which the pyramid of Caius Cestius ttandt, and where Shelley lies, is 
hard by. 
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Wildly sings Hans within the lattice, he 
Is flustered too, but 'tis with brantewein : 
See on the sands a wandering group appear, 
Mynherr Verkoop the pedlar, and his gear. 



SALERNO. 

COME out upon the terrace, there is yet 
An hour of light, although the sun has set, 
Or his pale disk has hidden in the clouds ; 
And we can, looking down behold — no crowds 
On the once populous quays, but here and there 
Some scattered groups, or fishers who repair 
By the sea-side their boats, or sail, or oar ; 
And some there are that slowly to the shore 
Pull a long net, whose meshes rise and fall. 
Still swaying with the waves ; upon the wall 
There is a marble figure, which should be 
One of the Sirens, pale and silently 
She looks over the dim bay once her own ; 
But we can reinstate her on her throne, 
And make sweet music from her lips proceed. 
Taking imagination for the deed ; 
Or call Ulysses, or who else hath seen 
On this same spot the enduring stars serene, 
Or talk of Paestum, and the Silaro, 
And the old boat that doth like Charon's go. 
Wafting us to a new and silent land * 
Where those three thunder-stricken temples stand. 
Or tell the tragic tale that Dryden feigned, 
"When Norman Tancrcd in Salerno reigned." 
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MELANCHOLY. 

AFTER ALBERT DURER. 



THERE sat a maiden 'neath a regal tower 
Girt with a forest of great oaks and pines. 
It seemed a lodge of some high conqueror 
In the old days, and round it creeping vines 
Grew wildly, that no more men drank of now, 
And in the topmost arch there was a bell 
That with the wind did vibrate, v^ue and low 
Sped o'er the hills its modulated swell, 
Palely she sat, and at her side were things 
Of strange device to measure earth and stars. 
And a small quiet genius, with his wings 
Upfolded, and his eyes still fixed on hers. 
Men uttered not her queenly name, but she 
Had graved it in the dust, " MelancoUe." 



TERRACINA. 

''T~*HE black waves come in lashing the old walls, 

X The shipless harbour from the shipless sea ; 
The dreary wind sinks down at intervals. 
Winter is here, and yet it spring should be, 
Chasing the snows with sweet regality, 
And the wild hills enamelling with flowers, 
That now the myrde sere and pallidly 
Turning its branches from the salt spray-showers 
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Reigns o'er alone : On yon deserted towers 
An aloe grows, but its tall bloom is dead, 
Deep in his chink the bright green lizard cowers, 
Sunshiny elf, and fears the stranger's tread 
Rolling the loose stones down the steep, but he 
Loves thee, quaint creature^ and thy watchful head. 



KING OTH0*S CHAPEL. 

WHO sees a chapel by the highway side. 
Where meet Bavarian lines with the Tyrol, 
And Einach's streams to neighbouring Kufistein glide, 
Not for its beauty only, to the knoll 
Whose slope it crowns, should turn considerately : 
Of hope and sorrow there was once the goal ; 
'Twas built for Otho, when across the sea 
A sceptre grasping, with a weakling hand, 
(Not such as in his Norman mastery 
Great Godfrey wielded) of his Fatherland 
On that same spot, he left the sacred earth ; 
With many an envoy going strangely forth 
To old Minerva's town. Lo I Memory 
Looking each way like Janus, there doth stand. 
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IN THE PALAZZO DEL TE. MANTUA. 

I CAME into a strange and silent room 
In a deserted palace ; many a day 
Had those who reared it, in the dusty tomb 
Past from their muwcal bright name away ; 
Leaving old solitary stones to say 
" I was Gonzaga :" yet the scene remains 
For them that Giulio painted; well he may 
Who comes from northern climes and Gothic fanes 
Stand there amazed, for from the peopled wall 
Look forth, as on their heaving battle-plains 
The thunder-smitten Titans: chief of all 
One I remember, on his new-fixed chains 
Glaring amid the earthquake, in his fall 
As who the conqueror hates, himself disdains. 



FROM A PICTURE, BY NICOLO POUSSIN. 

THERE were two Satyrs 'neath a trailing vine, 
And one his pipe did touch melodiously ; 
But old SUenus on a twisted line 
Of branches swung, keeping in jeopardy 
The sweet song and the mu^c all divine : 
Grey was his beard, how otherwise should't be 
With an old warrior who doth mind the day 
When Bacchus thundered over Asia j 
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Purple his visage, of autumnal hue, 
And well he knoweth all the gifts of wine : 
Wine that the fair nymph Nysa loveth too ; 
And from her chalice, on the green hill's side. 
Pours to the hairy cloven-footed crew. 
That with their dances wake the echoes wide. 



JOTHAM'S FABLE. 

FROM THE BOOR OF JUDGES, CHAP. IX. 

HEIAR ye a fable of old, a tale of the Mount Gerizim. 
Trouble came to the trees, a dream to the murmuring 
forest : 
" Who shall be king," they siud, " the lord of the shades and 

the branches ? " 
And they chose the olive first, but the olive answered, " I 

pray ye, 
Why should I leave my fatness, wandering hither and thither, 
To be the lord of the trees ; I, joy of the temple corners ? " 
"Then come, sweet fig," they cried, " for thine shall be the 

dominion." 
But the fig-tree made reply, ** My lot is cast in a border 
Sunny and fair to behold, I seek not the name of a ruler." 
And they stooped their heads to the vine, " Oh queen of the 

beautiful clusters, 
Twine thy tendrils around us, and all our kind shall obey 

thee." 
But she laughed ftx)m a cup of gold ; and said, " My throne 

is the wine-press, 

M H 
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Why should I dwell with ye, whom God and man have 

adopted i" 
Then they turned to the bramble, and hailed him with all 

their voices ; 
" Ha 1 " said the earth-born knave, with a sharp and emulous 

accent, 
•* If ye anoint me king, see that ye trust in my shadow." 
So did the bramble reign, the lord of the oaks and the cedars. 



THE MESSENGER OF SYPHAX CONVEYING 
POISON TO SOPHONISBA. 

LADY, 'twas for a king but now 
You decked that proud and regal brow, 
And sat a conqueror to wai^ 
Amid these gauds of idle state, 
But purple clouds of closing day 
At night's rough coming fa.de away. 
And whelmed alike are flower and tree 
When quail the rocks before the sea. 
Scarce shall the bark outlive the gale 
With rudder lost and shivered sail, 
And gilded prow must find a grave 
With broken hull beneath the wave. 

With glistening eye and beating heart 
You watched our chivalry depart, 
Yet 'twas not woman's fear that bid 
The tear-drop gem that silken lid, 
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Or woke that snowy bosom's bound 

Like Arab steed's at trumpet sound. 

But the high spirit of your race 

That flashed like lightning o'er your iace, 

And deemed the passing ranks of war 

But presage of the victor's car. 

FcH* where the arm would qu^l in fight. 

When love and glory both unite ? 

Who bide the onse^ urged along 

By woman's smiley and minstrel's song ? 

Lady, awake, the dream is past. 
Of that proud host, the first, the last. 
That thou shatt look upon, is here 
With vanished crest and broken spear. 
Demandst thou why ? thy lord, through me, 
From battle field thus pledges thee : — 
There dwells within this cup of gold 
A surer fence than castled hold; 
He bids thee drink, and sleep to wake. 
Where foes thy rest shall never break ; 
He bids thee drink, to meet again 
Afar from yon ensanguined plain. 
Beneath the hills has sunk the sun. 
Drink, lady, drink, my task is done. 
When first I bore for thee this token, 
The opal mom had scarcely broken, 
And ghastly relics of the fray 
In silence round about me lay ; 
Ere dew the sands again hath drenched. 
Whose mid-day thirst their life-blood quenched, 
Another, brighter shall have come 
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To share their everlasting home : 
A home where thy proud sires shall greet 
The queen who death would rather meet. 
Than stain her far-descended name 
With captive's tears and captive's shame. 



SPRING. 

YOUNG pine that like a many-plumed Cacique, 
Thy tufted head dost in the garden rear, 
'Tis now the first rejoicing April week. 
Now comes the true renewing of the year; 
For all before was winter stem and drear 
Warming his hands, where Time (like Saturn old 
Devouring his own race) some woodland peer 
Heaped on the fire, to save him from the cold ; 
And men beside of storms sad stories told. 
The shipwrecks, and the sea-salt on the panes, 
Now all the chesnuts their great buds unfold, 
And that unloving season but remains 
In sight, like some black hill we leave behind 
South steering with a fair and sunny wind. 



^<S^!P«^ 
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THE ORIGIN OF MUSIC. 

"And hia brother's name was Jubal : he was the fother of all such as 
handle the harp and the organ."— G«n< ch. 4. 

THE generation* of the race of Cain, 
Children and sire have vanished A-om the earth, 
Yet do the arts they multiplied remain. 
Though the wide heavens were opened and the nun 
Whelmed with its flood the world's sin-wasted bJrth ; 
Oh 'twas not in the revelling house of mirth 
Deep music, that thine earliest str^ns were born, 
But in the wandering dwellings and forlorn 
Of those blood-haunted fugitives — then first 
Did sorrow find a loving utterance there. 
And hope from thronging sounds divinely burst. 
And thoughts rush forth that speech did never dare. 
E'en their dread father less supremely curse 
Seemedj in such accents mingling with their prayer. 



BEAUTIFUL Genoa many a strain sings thee, 
But I remember when through wind and wave 
And night that sighed above the tossing sea, 
We steered from Provence, how when he who gave 
The signals hailed thy lantern, suddenly 
Ceased the wild tumult like a fading dream. 
And looking upwards, to my startled eye 
Shone all thy lights with simultaneous beam, 
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So bright, so welcome never did they seem, 
Softly we rested on thy sleeping bay, 
And watched the arrows of the sun-rise gleam 
0*er Dona's columns, making glad delay 
With all her solemn stars till evening came. 
Then once again we clove the waters grey. 



CASSANDRA. 

WHEN from the dinted shores of Ilium 
Sped Agamemnon in his bark away. 
Pale rose Cassandra, and the things to come 
Chanted with fetefiil rhyme, crying, " Oh stay 
My bearer from this desecrated land 
That was my father's, henceforth now to be 
- A tale that shall to centuries expand. 
So much it passeth all in misery. 
Thou art the last that beareth love to me 
Whom Phffibus loved," and with her lofty eyes 
She looked up to the clouded sun, " I see 
Thy blood-stained floor, the household perjuries 
In Argos." Proudly smiled the king of men. 
But Clytemnestra plotted darkly then. 



MACERATA. 

IN the deep Florentine's pages I have read 
Of one, who, when a youth from ftiends and home, 
Yearned through the many-languaged world to roam. 
With a slow smile ironically said 
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*' Go up to Macerataj and from thence 

Take thy full prospect of intelligence ; 

Nought shalt thou see beneath the heaven's blue dome 

But winding roads to many s distant town 

Far leading, and the oxen on the hill, 

And in the city citizens' renown. 

And all the world's epitome." Oh still 

Wide o'er Romagna doth thy glory sway 

Fair city, thou hast a legate, as they say, 

And a great tennis-court riiy thoughts to fill 



AT AN OLD CASTLE. 

DARK looks the Jew at the noble's hall. 
Blithely the peasant walks over the tea. 
He knows nothing of towers that fall 
Rent by the ivy so fair to see. 
Joy to the violet smelling so sweet 
Under the hedges his steps to greet. 
Ivy and Violet, what do ye here, 
With blossom and shoot in the warm spring weather ? 
Hiding the arms of Moncheiui and Vere 
On the bnely gate ye are met together. 
"Tis an old tale of the days gone by 
With the wind in the nettles for symphony. 



Digitized .yCOOgle 



APPENDIX. 



[from ennius.] 
THE ANSWER OF PYRRHUS TO FABRICIUS. 

BID me no price, and proffer me no gold, 
'Tis war we wage, and it may not be sold, 
Gaged are our lives, and iron must decide 
Your reign or mine, and let what ftte betide 
We'll try by prowess. But take here my word. 
Whose heart the fortune of the fight hath spared. 
As surely will I spare his freedom too, 
With the great Gods to aid I give him back to you. 



"Ncc mi auntm posco, nee mi prctium dederitii ; 
Nee caupoDantes helium, 8«d belligerantea ; 
Perro, non auro, vitsm cernamus utri'que, 
Voanc velit, an me regnare Hera ; quidve ferat sors 
Virtute cxperiamur et hoc aimol accipe dictum : 
Quorum virtutei belli Fortuna pepercit, 
Horumdem me libertatei parcere certum est : 
Dono ducite, doque volentihua cum magneis DIs." 
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GIPSIES. 

7"HEN the snow fells 
On the old yew tree, 
And the brook bnwU 

Like a river free, 
And the cock calls 

Ere the ploughmen see. 
Then come the wandering gipsies to the door, 
. And the dogs bark, for they look wild and poor. 

But the merry owls laugh 
In the cold moonshine. 
When the Zingari quaflT 

The knight's red wine ; 
And the churl brings chaff, 
'Stead of com to his kine ; 
So doth the world its changes ever keep — 
Laugh on, old owl, while Care lies fest asleep ! 
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IMPROVISED ON HORSEBACK 

TO 

A SPRING THAT WAS DRIED UP NEAR 
HANMER. 

DID then the dog-star look 
Too long on thy fiiinting streMis, 
Till their na'ud could not brook 

His swart Egyptian beams. 
And shrunk to the caves below. 

Leaving her bright bed dry ? — 
Agatn^ sweet fbuntun, flow ! 
For Autumn's rains are nigh, 

And the west wind sweeps down through the cloud-curtun'd 
sky. 



/^ 
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